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Brief: Kongres Maruah Melayu  
 

 
Background 
 
The Malay Dignity Congress was held on 6 Oct 2019 at the Stadium Malawati 
Shah Alam. Media reports claim that there were about 20,000 people who 
attended (Utusan). Participants included students from ; Universiti Malays 
(UM), Universiti Pendidikan Sultan Idris (UPSI), Universiti Putra Malaysia 
(UPM) and Universiti Teknologi Mara (UiTM).  
 
Notable attendees:  

 Congress’ secretariat chief executive: Prof Datuk Zainal Kling 
 UMNO secretary-general: Tan Sri Annuar Musa 
 PAS president: Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi 
 Former UMNO vice-president: Datuk Seri Hishamuddin Hussein 
 Former UMNO Supreme Council member: Datuk Seri Mustapha 

Mohamad 
 Former Umno Youth chief: Khairy Jamaluddin 
 Perlis Mufti: Datuk Mohd Asri Zainal Abidin 

 
 
Speakers:  
The following speakers presented the demands according to 5 clusters - 
religion, politics, economy, education, and culture. 

 Religion: Pasir Mas MP Ahmad Fadhli Shaari, PAS Youth vice-chief. 
 Politics: Abdul Muqit Muhammad, Universiti Malaya’s Malay Studies 

Academic Fellow 
 Economy: Muhammad Syafiq Jebat, law student at Universiti Teknologi 

MARA 
 Education: Nurul Fatin Aqilah Rahim, Universiti Pendidikan Sultan Idris’ 

physical education graduate. 
 Culture: Muhammad Za’im Rosli, counsellor at Universiti Putra Malaysia. 
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Congress Demands 
 
 
Religion cluster demands:  
 

1. Called for top government-held positions to be held only by Malay-
Muslims, with examples mentioned including Chief Justice, Attorney 
General, Chief Secretary to the Government, Prime Minister, Deputy 
Prime Minister, mentri besar, chief ministers, in addition to the finance, 
education, defence and home ministries. 

2. Urged the Bar Council, Human Rights Commission of Malaysia 
(Suhakam) and liberal NGOs to not interfere in Islamic matters. 

 
Political cluster demands:  
 

1. Called for the government not to see the agenda of eradicating poverty 
as an attempt to discriminate other races. 

2. Demanded that the government take responsibility for the 
abandonment of the Malays recently, quoting the small percentage of 
remaining Malay reserve land. 
 

Economy cluster demands:  
 

1. Called on the government to clearly outline its Malay economy agenda, 
as well as other policies, to protect the interest of the Malays in order to 
empower their economy. 

2. Demanded a commitment to improve the socio-economic status of 
Malays without abandoning and neglecting the interest of other races. 

3. Demanded a reduction in the income disparity between Malays and 
other races. 

4. Called for the government to provide upskilling training for Malays to 
help them remain competitive in the workforce. 

5.  Explained the need for the establishment of a special 
commission/watchdog to monitor these entities to protect the interest 
of the Malays. 
 

Education cluster demands: 



3 
 

1. Called for the abolition of vernacular schools across the country 
gradually over a six-year period to foster unity among Malaysians.  

2. Demanded the use of one main language (Bahasa Malaysia) and a 
uniformed co-curriculum in schools. 

3. Proposed that the Public Service Department (JPA) return scholarships 
to the Malays and bumiputra via the SPM exams. 

4. Demand that the requirement for SPM scholarships be reduced from A+ 
and B+ grades to A, B, C, D, E. 

5. Demanded that the exemptions from the National Higher Education 
Fund Corporation (PTPTN) repayments only be awarded to high-
performing Malays (first class). 

6. Called for the Vision School Policy (Dasar Sekolah Wawasan) to be 
enhanced in stages. 

 
 
Cultural cluster demands: 
 

1. Urged the government to take stricter measures against individuals or 
entities that interfere with affairs and issues related to Islam. 

2. Demanded the government to curb the efforts of outsiders spreading 
teachings and ideologies which deviate from or contradict with Islam 
and Malay culture. 

3. Called on the government to provide the Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka 
(DBP) full authority to take action in regard to the abuse of the Bahasa 
Melayu language and called for the use of Bahasa Melayu on all levels. 

 
 
Rhetorics  
 
The main rhetoric was that the Malays were ‘threatened’ in all sorts of means, 
as stated by the speakers with words like ‘tergugat’, ‘terancam’ heard 
repeatedly. It started with Prof Datuk Zainal saying that ‘there are parties 
disputing the royal family’, followed by the rest of the speakers implying that 
the rights of the Malays were challenged somehow and that all sorts of 
prioritizing measures need to be taken to ‘protect the Malays’. 
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Aftermath 
 
Despite being reported on the front covers of Utusan and Sinar a day after the 
event, there is hardly any other coverage or mention of it in the media two 
days after the event. It can be perceived as an event to gain political mileage 
from UMNO-PAS. The involvement of Bersatu is unavoidable as they do not 
want to be seen as a party ‘not standing up for Malay rights’.  
 
 
Government’s Stand 

PM Dr Tun Mahathir said they will consider the requests but reaffirmed that 

not all will come to pass. He also denied that the event was racist in nature. 

However this statement cannot be considered accurate as in the education 

cluster for example, there were demands to only give study loan repayment 

exemptions to Malays, which means to stop giving exemptions to non-Malays.  

 

MCA’s Stand 

MCA’s president Datuk Seri Wee Ka Siong did criticize DAP for not voicing out 

against the event. However since the event is not receiving anymore media 

coverage, it is not likely to make an impact. 

 

Conclusion 

The congress had some sensitive issues that would upset the minority 

however the event passed without much impact. There are even Malays who 

disregard it by poking fun at some of the demands for example asking for 

scholarships for students who get grade D in SPM. Nonetheless, an eye needs 

to be kept out for similar future rhetoric to see if they catch on to the public.  

 

// 

END  
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