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Kimanis By-Election: Battle of the Homeboys  

Executive Summary  

The Kimanis by-election is the latest by-election won by Barisan Nasional after the 

Tanjung Piai by-election in November 2019. BN won with a comfortable majority of 

2029 votes against Warisan.  Throughout the electoral campaign, both BN and Warisan 

engaged in different strategies to reach out to the voters. Yet what stood out in the 

Kimanis by-election is arguably the PSS issue; an issue that has also helped contribute 

to the electoral victory of BN.  BN has campaigned on the PSS issue consistently in the 

entire campaign, highlighting how PSS will compromise on the economic interests and 

security of the local Sabahans and how voting for Warisan is a betrayal to the future 

generations of Sabah. The PSS issue is significant enough for Sabah Chief Minister, 

Shafie Apdal to announce of the scrapping of the implementation of PSS just four days 

after the election. This was unexpected as the implementation of PSS will be in June 

and has already been approved by the Home Ministry. What this suggests is that 

collective votes are significant; not just in determining any winning party, but in 

effecting changes in policy. 

This report documents the Kimanis By-Election. The first part of the report compares 

the results of KImanis electoral results in GE14 and the by-election in 2020. It then 

proceeds to discuss the ground investigation findings from INSAP researchers. The list 

of ground investigations are: 

1. BN’s organized Political Speeches vs Warisan’s small and targeted group strategy  

2. Bread and Butter Issue 

3. Parti Sementara Sabah (PSS)  

4. A lost sense of political efficacy? 

5. Cash assistance and BR1M are important to the locals 

6. Personal Touch  
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7. Personality Factor  

8. Warisan plays the Race and Religion Card  

The next section discussed the core narratives and messaging from BN and Warisan as 

well as the issues raised. A generic summary of the core narratives and messaging from 

BN and Warisan is listed below:  

Issues Raised  Narrative of BN  Narrative of Warisan  

PSS  Dangerous for locals, 

compromise locals’ 

economic and security 

interests 

“One vote for Warisan is a 

vote for the PSS”  

Help identify and filter 

illegal immigrants  

Fishermen and Farmers 

Socioeconomic Welfare 

Not specifically expressed 

but mention that there is a 

lack of subsidies and 

assistance  

Allocations and promises 

of new development 

Economic Issue and Costs 

of Living  

Costs of living is high, no 

BR1M, prices of goods are 

increasing, RM power is 

dwindling, people lives’ 

are suffering  

Need time 

PH Failed Promises and 

Lies  

PTPTN, absence of toll 

concessions, lies and lies  

Need time or did not 

address specifically  

Infrastructure and 

Developments  

Query where is the 

development  

In the pipeline but not 

much visible results  
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Then, the report will move on to discuss the analysis of the findings. Next, the report 

will list down the suggestions made by INSAP to BN command centre and the forecast 

of results made by INSAP team.  

 

Following that, the next part of the report documents the development after the post-

election. It documents the comments made by academics and think tanks, and PH and 

BN leaders in the post-election. The penultimate session of the report documents the 

pledges made by Warisan and UMNO during this by-election. It is noteworthy to states 

that the controversial PSS was scrapped by Shafie Apdal four days after polling. Lastly, 

the report also compares the Sabah state development plan under BN and under 

Warisan. These are meant for the party leaders to monitor and to use in subsequent 

electoral campaigns.   

 

2018 GE Results  

Constituency  Party  Candidate  Votes 

P176 Kimanis 

Voters: 29,618 

Malays: 12 % 

Chinese: 4% 

Bumiputra Sabah: 

79% 

Others:5% 

UMNO 

 

Anifah Aman 11942 

WARISAN  

 

Karim Bin Bujang 11786 (165) 

HARAPAN RAKYAT  Jamil Bin William 

Core 

1300 

N23 Bongawan 

Total Voters: 16239 

Malays: 14% 

Chinese: 4% 

Bumiputera Sabah: 

77% 

UMNO  Mohamad bin 

Alamin 

6117 

WARISAN  

 

Daud bin Yusof 6912 (795) 

HARAPAN RAKYAT Jaafar bin Ismail 627 
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Others: 5% 

 

N24 Membakut  

Total Voters: 13, 379 

Malay:10% 

Chinese: 3% 

Bumiputera Sabah: 

81% 

Others: 6% 

UMNO Mohd Arifin bin 

Mohd Arif  

6495 

WARISAN Abd Sani bin Marip  4092 

HARAPAN RAKYAT Ali Omar bin Mohd 

Idris  

456 

PCS  Rosjelen Binti 

Salimat 

223 

BEBAS  Haji Yahya bin 

Ahmad  

85 

Source: https://undi.info/sabah/r18/P176 

 

 

Kimanis By-Election (2020) Results  

Constituency  Party  Candidate  Votes 

P176 Kimanis 

Voters: 29,618 

Malays: 12 % 

Chinese: 4% 

Bumiputra Sabah: 

79% 

Others:5% 

UMNO 

 

 

Mohamad Alamin 

(TokMoh)  

12,706 (2029) 

WARISAN  

 

Karim Bin Bujang 10, 677 

 

Introduction  

In the 14th General Election, Anifah bin Haji Aman of UMNO won the Kimanis seat with 

a slim majority of 156 votes against Warisan’s Karim Bujang. Later that year, Anifah 

Aman quit UMNO and become an independent MP. Karim Bujang of Warisan then filed 

https://undi.info/sabah/r18/P176
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an election petition to nullify the result of the seat.  The Election Court nullified Anifah 

Aman’s electoral victory in 2018, and subsequently paved the way for the Kimanis by-

election. After almost two years in the state of impasse, the Election Commission 

finally announced 18 January 2020 as the polling day for Kimanis by-election. 

Nomination day took place on 14 January 2020. 

From the very beginning, it is clear that the Kimanis by-election is going to be a neck 

to neck battle between Warisan and UMNO, just like how it was in GE14. One must 

remember that the vote difference in GE 14 was only 156 votes. The difficulty to win 

the seat was compounded by the number of fence sitters. According to the political 

surveys done by the various Sabah parties, there were about 6000 to 8000 voters who 

were fence sitters. 1 This would mean that neither party could truly know who are their 

party loyalists.  

The Kimanis by-election is significant for both UMNO and Warisan. For UMNO, the 

victory is necessary to revive Sabah UMNO. It is also important for the party to have 

another opposition MP in the parliament, especially when Sabah was given more 

autonomy to charter the course of their own chapter. By contrast, the Kimanis by-

election was not only a test for Warisan to maintain its seat in Sabah, it was also a test 

for Shafie Apdal, the president of Warisan to prove to the local Sabahans that he could 

truly maintain the support of East Malaysians. Universiti Malaysia Sabah (UMS) senior 

lecturer, Ramli Dollah also argued that the Kimanis by-election will be significant from 

the psychological aspect. He was quoted saying that “a win will usually have a domino 

effect on other elections, particularly among voters on the fence.”2 

 
1 Jason Santos. 2020. Anifah’s two sons drop out of Kimanis list, Free Malaysia Today, 29 December 2019 
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2019/12/29/anifahs-two-sons-drop-out-of-kimanis-list/ 
(Accessed 3 January 2020) 
 
2 Kimanis by-election outcome: Status quo won’t change, says analyst. Malaysiakini, 6 January 2020, 
https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/506020 (Accessed 6 January 2020)  

https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2019/12/29/anifahs-two-sons-drop-out-of-kimanis-list/
https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/506020
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Background of Kimanis 

Situated at the West Coast of Sabah, Kimanis, an integrated constituency of Sabah is 

an integrated township, comprising Bongawan in the south of Papar, as well as the 

Membakut, which lies in Beaufort’s interior.  

Under the Barisan Nasional government, Kimanis and Sabah in general has been a focal 

point for oil and gas development. A significant development project in Kimanis is the 

Sabah Oil and Gas Terminal (SOGT).  The terminal covers an area about 250 acres and 

it is also connected to the Sabah- Sarawak Gas Pipeline. Another important 

development project Kimanis is the Kimanis Power Plant (KPP) managed by the 

Kimanis Power Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of Petronas Gas Berhad (PGB). The KPP has 

helped contribute to the reliability and security of power supply in Sabah.  

Apart from that, established in 2011, the Kimanis Petroleum Training Centre was also 

meant to train skilled human resources to support the gas and oil industry and to 

create job opportunities for the local Kimanis residents. The local economy has also 

been boosted by the implementation of the Sabah Oil and Gas Terminal project, an 

iconic landmark of the state’s industrial sector. In general, it is hard to deny that the 

oil and gas industry is the dominant industry in Kimanis, and has spur economic growth 

and created job opportunities for the locals.  

Besides the oil and gas industry, small scale agriculture and fishery industries are 

common in Kimanis. There are many local residents in Kimanis who live in sandy areas 

where they grow watermelons as a means of living. Those who live near the Crocker 

Range focus on paddy cultivation. Besides that, there are also those who catch 

anchovies and shrimps to make a living, selling them by the roadside between Kimanis 

to Papar.  Hilly terrains are mainly used for rubber and oil plantations to spur local 



 
 

9 
 

economy. 3 Anecdotal observation also found that there are also many paddy seeds 

factories, sawmills, and raw material supply shops in Kimanis. There are also other 

residents who make a living by operating small eateries at the road sides.  

The Kimanis seat has been an UMNO stronghold since 2004. Anifah Aman, the former 

Foreign Minister of Malaysia has been the Minister of Parliament of Kimanis since 2004 

until 2018. He has held the seat for almost four terms. The final term was the one 

where Warisan contested it and where the Election Court ruled that there were 

irregularities and, hence nullified Anifah’s electoral victory. Unlike the previous 

election in year 2004, 2008, and 2013 where Anifah won landslide victories, he only 

won a slim majority of 156 votes in the 2018 general election against Warisan’s Karim 

Bujang.  This arguably had to do with the public’s desire for a change of government. 

In addition, the Warisan campaign on “Sabah for Sabahans” may have also helped to 

rallied the local sentiments to vote for a party that prioritizes Sabah interests.  

One must also take note that in 2018 general election, there was clearly a strong wave 

of anti-establishment sentiments which ultimately led to the electoral defeat of 

Barisan Nasional in Malaysia. According to the current Chief Minister of Sabah, Shafie 

Apdal, the desire for change was not limited to the administration but also the 

approach and implementation. 4 Apart from that, local and regional issues have been 

a concern for local Sabahans. The general sentiments of the local Sabahan was that 

they felt that the federal government led by many from West Malaysia has not been 

treating local Sabah issues fairly. Among others, there is still a lack of development in 

facilities, a lack of job opportunities, soaring costs of living and the contentious issue 

of the illegal immigrants in Sabah.   

 
3 All eyes on Kimanis as by-election draws near, The Malaysian Insight, 3 January 2020. 

https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/s/209896 (Accessed 4 January 2020)  
4 Veena Babula and Nadia Hamid. 2018. Shafie Apdal on Warisan, being locked up and Sabah’s future, New 
Straits Times,  27 September. https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2018/09/415319/shafie-apdal-warisan-being-
locked-and-sabahs-future (Accessed 2 January 2020) 

https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/s/209896
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2018/09/415319/shafie-apdal-warisan-being-locked-and-sabahs-future
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2018/09/415319/shafie-apdal-warisan-being-locked-and-sabahs-future
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Given how closely the votes were in GE14, neither Warisan nor BN-UMNO could take 

the Kimanis by-election lightly. A win to either party is incredibly crucial. For Warisan, 

this will be the Chief Minister, Shafie Apdal’s litmus test on whether he could firmly 

maintain the local support rate for the party. On the other hand, UMNO needed to win 

this election to revive the Sabah chapter of the party as well as to slowly reclaim Sabah 

as BN’s stronghold.  

But both parties also faced significant challenge in courting a sizable number of voters 

who are fence sitters. For UMNO in particular, it must be noted that there was a mass 

exodus from Sabah UMNO with nine of 10 of its assemblymen, five of six MPs and two 

senators leaving the party on December 12, 2018. A majority of them has since joined 

Bersatu and some have joined Warisan. The MPs who left are Abdul Rahim Bakri 

(Kudat), Datuk Azizah Mohd Dun (Beaufort), Yamnai Hafex Musa (Sipitang), Datuk 

Ronald Kiandee (Beluran) and Datuk Zakaria Mohd Edris (Libaran). The assemblymen 

who quit are Datuk Musabh KJamli (Tempasuk), Datuk Japlin Akin (Usukan), Datuk 

Hajiji Mohd Noor, Datuk Ghulam Haidar Khan Bahadar (Kawang), Datuk Mohd Arifin 

Mohd Arif (Membakut), Datuk Isnin Aliasnih (Klias), Datuk Matbali Musbah 

(Lumandan), Datuk Seri Masidi Manjun (Aaranaan) and Datuk Nizam Abu Bakar (Apas). 

The two Sabah UMNO senators are Datuk John Ambrose and Datuk Ghani Yassin. 5 The 

defections of these UMNO lawmakers left only Sungai Sibuga assemblyman Musa and 

Kinabatangan MP Datuk Bung Mokhtar Radin, now Sabah Umno chairman with 

UMNO. The exodus of these lawmakers would have provided the additional support 

for the Pakatan Harapan coalition in Sabah, and cripple the mobilization of the 

machinery of UMNO in the Kimanis by-election.  

 
5 Muguntan Vanar, Stephanie Lee, Natasha Joibi. 2018. Sabah UMNO exodus sees nine of 10 Aduns, five of six 
MPs leave. The Star Online, 12 December https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2018/12/12/sabah-
umno-exodus-begins-with-nine-of-10-assemblymen-leaving-party (Accessed on 2 January 2020)  

https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2018/12/12/sabah-umno-exodus-begins-with-nine-of-10-assemblymen-leaving-party
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2018/12/12/sabah-umno-exodus-begins-with-nine-of-10-assemblymen-leaving-party
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Even so, Warisan is also lacking in coordinating its campaigns. Although friendly parties 

such as those from Pakatan Harapan6 like Amanah7, Bersatu and East Malaysia parties 

like UPKO, PKR and Star have committed to support Warisan, there were challenges 

for all these parties to coordinate in the actual campaigning. This is because all these 

parties are still relatively new in working together as a coalition. Furthermore, 

volunteers who come from other districts may not be familiar with the local dynamics 

within Sabah. As further evidenced in the early days of the campaigns, Warisan faced 

difficulties in securing police permit to host their political speeches. Some of their 

events were cancelled a well. Momentum only began to pick up after a few days into 

the campaign.  

Nomination Day 

As with all nomination events, party supporters were mobilized to create a spectacle 

of crowd. In the case of the Kimanis by-election, the number of supporters is more or 

less the same, with both sides having about 1000-1500 supporters from both BN and 

Warisan. These supporters were primarily locals of Kimanis and from other parts of 

Sabah.  For BN, PAS Sabah supporters were seen among the crowd.  On the other hand, 

supporting parties of Warisan such as UPKO, Amanah, Bersatu, PKR and DAP were also 

present on nomination day to ensure Warisan has the head counts to build the 

momentum for the party.  

 

Both sides also initiated the shouting match with BN chanting “Tolak Penipu”, 

“Pakatan Hancing”, “Tolak PSS”, and “Malaysia lawan Filipina” while Warisan side 

chanting, “Tolak BN”, “Ini semua salah Najib” and “Wira Warisan”.  

 
6 Suziannah Jiffar. 2019. PRK Kimanis. Wanita PH bantu calon WARISAN. Berita Harian  Online, 28 December. 
https://www.bharian.com.my/berita/politik/2019/12/642181/prk-kimanis-wanita-ph-bantu-calon-warisan 
(Accessed on 2 January 2020)  
7. Amanah will Help Warisan to win at Kimanis  by election – Mat Sabu. The Borneo Post Online, 1 January 
2020. https://www.theborneopost.com/2020/01/01/amanah-will-help-warisan-to-win-at-kimanis-by-election-
mat-sabu/ (Accessed 2 January 2020)  

https://www.bharian.com.my/berita/politik/2019/12/642181/prk-kimanis-wanita-ph-bantu-calon-warisan
https://www.theborneopost.com/2020/01/01/amanah-will-help-warisan-to-win-at-kimanis-by-election-mat-sabu/
https://www.theborneopost.com/2020/01/01/amanah-will-help-warisan-to-win-at-kimanis-by-election-mat-sabu/
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Although there was no altercation, tension was high when Warisan supporters crossed 

the boundary line established by the police to put a gap between both groups of 

supporters. Nonetheless, the Chief Minister of Sabah, Shafie Apdal helped ease the 

tension by advising his supporters to move back behind the line. The definitive blue 

BN flags and the white Warisan flags were festooned in different parts of Kimanis as 

well. Given that both sides have almost equal number of supporters and heavyweights, 

it was hard to gauge which side has the stronger initial momentum.  

 

 

On Competing Candidates: The Battle between the former Bongawan Assemblymen  

UMNO Warisan  

Mohamad bin Alamin (“Tok Moh”) 

Age: 47 years old  

Ethnicity: Father - Kadazan Dusun, 

Mother- Malay Brunei 

Education:  L.L.b (UIAM) 

Former Profession: Lawyer/ 

Businessman 

Assemblyman of Bongawan 

 

Karim Bujang  

Age: 67 years old 

Ethnicity: Brunei Malay 

Education: Higher National Diploma in 

Business Study, United Kingdom 

Former Profession: Assistant Minister of 

Finance, Assistant Minister of Tourism 

and Environment,  

Assemblyman of Bongawan 

 

Mohamad Alamin (“Tok Moh”) – The Younger Contender  

UMNO fielded former Bongawan assemblymen Mohamad bin Alamin (fondly known 

as “Tok Moh”) as its candidate for the Kimanis by-election. Originally from Papar, 

Mohamad Alamin, 48 is also the Kimanis UMNO chief. It has been reported that Sabah 
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UMNO chief, Bung Moktar Radin has stated that UMNO Sabah has done four rounds 

of screening before decided to field Mohamad Alamin,8 and he was a top choice 

because he is familiar with the constituency.  

Nevertheless, Tok Moh is not Anifah Aman who has the advantage of incumbency. 

Despite being well-known among the local constituents, Tok Moh faced resistance in 

Membakut as residents in Membakut prefer Warisan. Unlike Anifah who has a longer 

track record in serving the people of Kimanis, Tok Moh’s output for the Kimanis 

residents have been questioned by some. 9 Locals have alleged that Tok Moh was 

involved in corruption and he is interested in amassing his own wealth rather than 

truly serving the constituents. Besides that, Tok Moh is known to rely on BN machinery 

to win his first term in office rather than his own merit.  As an assemblyman, he also 

has not been able to deliver significant results. 

Karim Bujang – The Veteran 

Kimanis division head, Datuk Karim Bujang was chosen to be Warisan’s candidate to 

contest for the Kimanis parliamentary by-election. Karim was a five-term 

assemblyman for Bongawan, from 1990 to 2013. He has held the post of assistant 

minister before BN was ousted in GE14.10 Karim Bujang also contested in GE 14, but 

lost to Anifah Aman with a slim majority of 156 votes. Clearly, Warisan chose to take 

a safe route by fielding Karim Bujang.  Although Karim Bujang is a seasoned politician, 

his reputation was called into question by some voters.  The contention is that despite 

his incumbency, there is not much growth in Bongawan.  Even so, he is relatively 

 
8 Jason Santos. 2020. UMNO to field former Bongawan rep TokMohin Kimanis Poll, Free Malaysia Today, 1 
January 2020, https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/01/01/umno-to-field-former-
bongawan-rep-alamin-in-kimanis-polls/ (Accessed 3 January 2020) 
9 Jason Santos. 2020. Anifah’s two sons drop out of Kimanis list, Free Malaysia Today, 29 December 2019 
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2019/12/29/anifahs-two-sons-drop-out-of-kimanis-list/ 
(Accessed 3 January 2020) 
10 Kimanis by-election: It’s Karim Bujang for Warisan, The Edge Markets, 3 January 2020, 
https://www.theedgemarkets.com/article/kimanis-byelection-its-karim-bujang-warisan (Accessed 3 January 
2020)  

https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/01/01/umno-to-field-former-bongawan-rep-alamin-in-kimanis-polls/
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/01/01/umno-to-field-former-bongawan-rep-alamin-in-kimanis-polls/
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2019/12/29/anifahs-two-sons-drop-out-of-kimanis-list/
https://www.theedgemarkets.com/article/kimanis-byelection-its-karim-bujang-warisan
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popular among some rural Kadazan Dusun and Murut (KDM) community. He is known 

to help the rural poor by giving them cash assistance and to listen to their concerns.  

UMS senior lecturer, Ramli Dollah believed that Karim possesses the advantage 

because he is a local and has served as five-term assemblymen for Bongawan from 

1990 to 2013.  However, Ramli also noted that Karim Bujang faced immense challenges 

concerning issues of the government, especially promises made at the state and 

national level.11 

Pre - Campaigns  

Before the official campaign starts, both Warisan and UMNO have already made the 

necessary preparations to ensure there are sufficient volunteers and supporters on 

the ground to assist in the by-election. On Warisan side, Shafie Apdal has tasked 

Rozman Isli, the MP of Labuan to lead the machinery in Labuan. It was estimated that 

there are about 100 Kimanis voters who work and reside in Labuan. 12 The party was 

hoping that these Kimanis voters would return to vote for Warisan. There were also 

6000 Pakatan Harapan (PH), Warisan and UPKO female volunteers who volunteer to 

assist in the Kimanis by-election. 13 

By contrast, Bung Moktar, the Sabah BN chairperson showed an emotional moment 

and shed tears when he announced the candidate for the Kimanis by-election. 14It was 

perhaps a desperate plea for the BN supporters to do their party to revive BN Sabah.  

Although Warisan has the support of the different component parties from PH and 

 
11 Kimanis by-election outcome: Status quo won’t change, says analyst. Malaysiakini, 6 January 2020, 
https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/506020 (Accessed 6 January 2020) 
12 Warisan lantik Rozman ketuai jentera PRK Kimanis bagi Kawasan Labuan, Malaysiakini, 1 January 2020. 
https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/505581 (Accessed 2 January 2020).  
13 Suziannah Jiffar. 2019. PRK KImanis: Wanita PH bantu calon Warisan, Berita Harian Online. 28 December 
2019. https://www.bharian.com.my/berita/politik/2019/12/642181/prk-kimanis-wanita-ph-bantu-calon-
warisan (Accessed 6 January 2020)  
14 Kow. G.C. 2020. Bung sheds tears, hopes Kimanis poll will see Sabah BN/ UMNO Resurgence. Malaysiakini, 1 
January 2020. https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/505555 (Accessed 6 January 2020)  

https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/506020
https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/505581
https://www.bharian.com.my/berita/politik/2019/12/642181/prk-kimanis-wanita-ph-bantu-calon-warisan
https://www.bharian.com.my/berita/politik/2019/12/642181/prk-kimanis-wanita-ph-bantu-calon-warisan
https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/505555
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UPKO, BN make it up by having Anifah Aman to rally behind Tok Moh15. With Anifah 

Aman supporting the BN candidate, it provided BN the additional strength that the 

party needed. The voters may not necessarily trust BN nor Tok Moh, but Anifah still 

wield influence in Kimanis.  

 

GROUND INVESTIGATION FINDINGS  

1. BN’s organized Political Speeches vs Warisan’s small and targeted group 

strategy  

2. Bread and Butter Issue 

3. Parti Sementara Sabah (PSS)  

4. A lost sense of political efficacy? 

5. Cash assistance and BR1M are important to the locals 

6. Personal Touch  

7. Personality Factor  

8. Warisan plays the Race and Religion Card  

 

1. BN’s organized Political Speeches vs Warisan’s small and targeted group 

strategy  

Prior to the nomination day itself, INSAP ground team found that the mood was rather 

mellow as there was a lack of flags and billboards suggesting that there was going to 

be a by-election in Kimanis. This is especially prominent from Warisan’s side.  

Nonetheless, on the nomination day itself, the by-election mood began to heat up and 

where both BN and Warisan mobilized their supporters to the ground to show their 

 
15 Muguntan Vanar. 2019. Anifah backs Barisan in Kimanis, stresses immigrant issue. The Star Online, 29 
December 2019. https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2019/12/29/anifah-backs-barisan-in-kimanis-
stresses-immigrant-issue(Accessed 6 January 2020) 

  

https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2019/12/29/anifah-backs-barisan-in-kimanis-stresses-immigrant-issue
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2019/12/29/anifah-backs-barisan-in-kimanis-stresses-immigrant-issue
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strength. Based on INSAP’s team estimation, Warisan’s number of supporters were 

slightly more than those of BN.  

After nomination, campaigns began immediately. It was clear from the start that BN 

was much more organized in doing their big scale political speeches and where there 

was always more than one speaker. Despite being in the opposition, BN’s machinery 

is extremely organized partly because the coalition has been in power for so many 

years. They are simply much more seasoned in comparison to Warisan. BN also 

managed to organize political speeches and meet and greet sessions with the locals in 

an organized manner. Beyond party workers, heavyweights of UMNO and MCA such 

as Rahman Dahlan, Najib Razak, Anifah Aman, Hishamuddin Hussein, Wee Ka Siong 

and Tanjung Piai’s re-elected Minister of Parliament, Wee Jeck Seng went to Kimanis 

to campaign for BN.  The team effort to ensure another by-election victory is visible.  

By contrast, Warisan’s side could not organized very well in the early days of the 

campaign. Through casual conversations with a journalist in Sabah, INSAP team found 

out that Warisan could not even secure police permits for their political speeches 

event.  And even when they did manage to come out with some schedule for political 

speeches, these events were usually cancelled. Thus, in the early days of the campaign, 

Warisan’s campaigns were usually the meet and greet with the locals and closely 

knitted form of gatherings in the rural areas. And unlike BN that has all the BN 

heavyweights who put their support to Tok Moh, Warisan relied heavily on the Chief 

Minister Shafie Apdal to campaign. It was always Shafie Apdal who took the centre 

stage in their campaigns. Other key leaders of such as Peter Anthony and Jennifer 

Lasimbang were usually there to play a supporting role. And what is worse is that 

according to local informants who had asked for anonymity, Peter Anthony and 

Jennifer Lasimbang are actually not all that popular among locals. What is even more 

puzzling was that Karim Bujang’s presence was not much felt until the latter part of 

the campaign. In other words, it was almost Shafie Apdal who was playing the 
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prominent role to shoulder the entire campaign.  And Karim Bujang only showed more 

of his presence towards the end of the campaign.  

After the first few days of the campaign, INSAP team noticed that Warisan was slowly 

picking up the mood of the campaign as the team managed to secure the schedule of 

Warisan. Warisan managed to organize more big scales political speeches and tend to 

attract a good crowd. In these major political speeches, they managed to get 

heavyweights like Shafie Apdal, Mat Sabu, Azis Jamman, and Junz Wong to speak to 

their crowd.  By now, Bersatu’s presence can be seen as there were party helpers in 

these events. On 5th January, the Youths and Sports Minister Syed Saddiq also 

mobilized the PH youths to assist in the electoral campaign by meeting and listening 

to the concerns of the youths. By now, the contesting candidate, Karim Bujang was 

also more aggressive in meeting and greeting the people.   

Warisan also began to engage in strategic campaigns by focusing on targeted groups 

such as the Fishermen Association, the Christian community and the Kadazan Dusun 

and Murut (KDM) community. Unlike their competitor, Warisan engaged in more 

strategic engagement forms of campaigns.  For instance, Warisan organized a Majlis 

Makan Malam in conjunction with the upcoming Chinese New Year to engage with the 

Chinese community. In his speech during, he attacked the BN government by stating 

that the Sabah BN government has pawned Sabahan rights where deep sea licenses 

were distributed by the Federal government to boats in Vietnam. Importantly, he also 

mentioned about the advancement of the Chinese community after the change of 

government. In particular, the highlighted the issue of UEC being recognized in Sabah. 

He then emphasized that there are no solid reasons for Kimanis voters to vote for BN 

whom had robbed the Sabahan rights.   

Like BN, there were also more political speeches towards the end of their campaign. 

Apart from the major political speeches, Warisan continued on targeted group 

engagement by focusing on meeting the rural folks. They organized small greet and 



 
 

18 
 

meet discussions in their supporters’ home. UPKO President Wilfred Madius Tangau 

who was also campaigning for party Warisan spent time visiting and chatting with the 

KDM community. Datuk Peter Anthony, Warisan vice-president also went into the 

remote areas to explain to the villagers that the Pas Sementara Sabah (PSS) is not an 

issue and not a license for citizenship. 16 Likewise, Junz Wong and Shafie Apdal 

continue to engage targeted by campaigns by meeting youths and Christian groups. 

For instance, Warisan organized a major Anak Sabah tournament in which the 

attendees are primarily young people. Through the event, Shafie Apdal focused on 

discussing how Warisan is determined in creating job opportunities for local youths 

and to help settle the issue of electricity blackout in Sabah.  

Such strategic engagements worth attention because Warisan wanted more 

interactions with the locals and to provide the personal touch. The only limitation 

faced by INSAP team is that they could only observed all of such actions within close 

vicinity and could not enter into their discussions as they were outsiders to these 

people.  

2. Bread and Butter Issues 

Sentiments on the ground was extremely hard to gauge. Unlike Tanjung Piai where the 

mood was clearly anti-PH, it is quite different in Kimanis.  Local issues matter to the 

locals.  Coalition and personality factor also matter to the locals. Yet what really stood 

out consistently is the bread and butter issue.  

Through the conversations with the locals on the ground, INSAP team found out that 

voters’ primary grouses are socio-economic welfare. Rising costs of living, dwindling 

purchasing power, a lack of good prospects for their children prevail over everything 

else. For example, a fisherman shared that his income has decreased after GE14. He 

 
16 Muguntan Vanar, Stephanie Lee and Kristy Inus. 2020.Villagers just want better lives. The Star 

Online. 12 January 2020. https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/12/villagers-just-
want-better-lives (Accessed 14 January 2020)  

https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/12/villagers-just-want-better-lives
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/12/villagers-just-want-better-lives


 
 

19 
 

was also complaining that there were less subsidies and more restrictions in catching 

fishes in certain areas. All these new regulations have affected his income. He used to 

earn about RM4000 per month but now he only earns less than RM1000 a month.  

INSAP team members also managed to talk to some small business operators. They 

shared that their businesses are not doing too well and this take a hit. With the rising 

costs of living, they are not making much profit and struggle as well. Apart from that, 

INSAP team also realized that there were very few people even in some centralized 

local stores and supermarkets. Again, as they talked to the locals, the general 

sentiment is that cost of living is high, and locals are struggling to make ends meet.  

Therefore, BR1M was in fact extremely popular among the locals. It was a significant 

amount of money that could really help the day to day living of the locals. With the 

cancellation of BR1M and replacement of BSH, this was to the disadvantage of 

Warisan.   

3. Parti Sementara Sabah (PSS)  

Even on the issue of PSS, the sentiments on the ground are very mixed. Certainly, there 

are those who are really anti-PSS and believe that it would compromise the interests 

and security of the locals. This is especially more pronounced towards the end of the 

campaign, partly because of BN’s consistent attack on the PSS issue.  

For instance, in a Facebook live chat done by BN-UMNO Rahman Dahlan, the issue of 

PSS was raised by the netizens. Rahman Dahlan argued that although PSS has been 

discussed by BN before, the BN government did not implement it because they 

listened to the concern of the people but Warisan did not. Instead, Warisan went 

ahead to implement it even when the locals do not agree with the PSS. During the 

Facebook live chat, the issue of rampant fire breakout in the squatter areas of illegal 

immigrants in Kimanis was brought up as well, especially after Warisan became the 

state government. It was suspected that these fire breakouts could be intentionally 



 
 

20 
 

orchestrated. This is because in the aftermath of the fire, the victims’ belongings were 

unscathed, yet their cards were destroyed. Then, it was speculated, they could lodge 

a report police and apply for a new card – a card that could allow them to stay in Sabah. 

There is speculation among netizens that such fire breakouts were purposely 

orchestrated by the illegal immigrants to continue staying in Sabah. The locals were 

rather upset as the government could not verify nor contain such incidents.  

In the same vein, some locals were also concerned with the PSS issue as they worried 

that the influx of foreigners will take away the job opportunities of the locals. A few 

respondents that INSAP team researchers manage to speak to confessed that they 

were worried that their children will not be able to find jobs in Sabah with the influx 

of illegal immigrants.  But INSAP researchers also found out that there were netizens 

who claimed that the PSS is not really that much of a scary issue. They believed it was 

meant for the immigrants who have already been documented so that they can live 

and work in Sabah without resorting to illegal means to survive. It was also meant to 

help undocumented children since they do not have citizenship. 

Exacerbating this complicated issue of legal and illegal passes, the ground team also 

found that there are undocumented people who do not hold any passes, and it is not 

because they are illegal immigrants. Instead, it is because there was a lack of 

accessibility and facility for them to register their citizenships in Malaysia. Villagers 

would make fun of each other; in that it does not matter because even those who are 

born and bred in the state of Sabah also do not hold any cards. The grouses were more 

of the lack of accessibility and assistance rather than just the PSS card itself.  Some 

locals also believed that PSS is unlikely to be misappropriated as a means to get 

citizenship since it is very hard to obtain citizenship in Malaysia.  

Above all, Dr Pamela Yong, the Deputy Chairman of INSAP found a consistent pattern 

of how local Chinese in Bongawan do not think that PSS is an issue. Instead, they think 

that the rapid increase in population will increase economic activity and more people 



 
 

21 
 

will come and buy at our sundry shop. It will help the plantation industry as locals do 

not want to work in plantation estate and lastly the Chinese think that they are second 

class citizens anyway. As such, even with the influx of illegal immigrants, it would not 

make much of a difference. Instead, it is the Bumiputera who should be worried of the 

influx of illegal immigrants. And if they are not worried, the Chinese need not to worry.  

 

4. A lost sense of political efficacy? 

Notwithstanding the buoyant by-election mood, INSAP team also found that the locals 

have a dwindling sense of disillusionment or a seemingly lost sense of political efficacy.  

Locals complained that regardless of which party or who win the by-election, their lives 

are probably more or less the same, without much significant improvement. They also 

make a stark distinction between themselves with the politicians, seeing politicians as 

people who belong to a different class-further alluding that politicians do not really 

understand the actual struggles of the locals.  

It was also extremely hard for INSAP researchers to fully measure is this a battle 

between parties or is it a case where the candidate’s factor matters more. Instead, 

what they found is that there were locals who complained that they believed BN 

politicians have siphoned off their money. There were also locals who complained that 

under Warisan’s rule, not much has changed, instead their livelihood has gotten 

worse. For instance, there were locals who shared that the Warisan’s candidate is the 

right candidate but he is in the wrong party, there are also those who shared that BN’s 

candidate is the right candidate, but he is in the wrong party. In general, neutral voters 

felt that they are frustrated with both Warisan and BN because the government has 

done nothing to improve the economic condition.  

The disillusionment is further confirmed by our ground team member who found 

banner made by the locals which state, “Mau Undi? Kami Mahu Aspal sampai jalan 
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rumah kami!!!” (Want vote? We want tar road all the way to our house!!!). Such 

sentiment suggests that the voters just want improvement in their livelihood.  

 

Picture: By Kevin Lai 

In sum, INSAP researchers found that there is a dwindling sense of lost political efficacy 

among some of the local voters. Some do not see that their votes truly matter and 

whoever or whichever party win the election would not really make any significance 

in their lives. This sense of lost political efficacy was confirmed by Star journalist, Philip 

Golingai, who state that neutrals who want an alternative candidate, sans the UMNO 

DNA, see the Kimanis fight between ex UMNO and UMNO. It is iri om iri (a 

Kadazandusun phrase which means “same old, same old”).17  

 
17 Philip Golingai. 2020. Is Kimanis Sabah’s Tanjung Piai? The Star Online. 
https://www.thestar.com.my/opinion/columnists/its-just-politics/2020/01/12/is-kimanis-sabahs-tanjung-piai 
12 Jan 2020. (Accessed on 12 Jan 2020) 

https://www.thestar.com.my/opinion/columnists/its-just-politics/2020/01/12/is-kimanis-sabahs-tanjung-piai
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However, in the far more rural areas, the team also found that there were staunch BN 

supporters and they hope that this by-election would make significant changes. 

According to a UiTM senior lecturer, “Kimanis by tradition was [a] BN stronghold. [One] 

Need to look at the voting patterns of Kimanis voters. Their hearts and mind still with 

UMNO but now they are at the crossroads.” 18 

5. Cash assistance and BR1M are important to the locals 

As economy is the primary concern of the locals, the ground team also noticed that 

cash assistance such as BR1M is something that is welcomed by the locals. The extra 

cash is a lot by local standard considering that costs of living is relatively high. Although 

the Bantuan Sara Hidup (BSH), a different version of BR1M is still open for the locals, 

the amount is much lesser than BR1M and not all are aware of how to apply for 

Bantuan Sara Hidup.   

6. Personal Touch  

Besides the cash assistance, personal touch also matters. For instance, a family of 

three generations who live together in a plantation village said that Warisan has given 

them a lot of help on their daily necessities on a regular basis. And although BN has 

provided BR1M and monetary help in the past, there was no personal touch and they 

hardly see Anifah Aman. But Karim Bujang was more visible and reach out to voters. 

This is not uncommon among rural constituency as voters tend to value the personal 

touch of the candidate.  

7. Personality Factor  

INSAP field team also realized that the personality factor plays a vital role in the 

campaign. For instance, the consistent finding based on the observations and 

interviews with the locals is that voters remember the name and faces of politicians. 

 
18 Interview with a UiTM senior lecturer, who wished to remained anonymous. 15 January 2020.  



 
 

24 
 

In particular, Bossku or Najib Razak, Anifah Aman, Karim Bujang are popular politicians 

to the locals. Bossku in particular, truly manage to pull the crowds. Local voters, 

regardless of young and old are in awe of the political star factor and genuinely 

welcome Bossku.  

Karim Bujang, on the other hand, is famous among rural voters because he is known 

as someone who will give out cash assistance when the locals asked for it or when they 

need it. As for Anifah Aman, locals respect him because they truly think that Anifah 

Aman has helped developed Kimanis. 

Another consistent finding from INSAP field researchers is that the TokMoh’s presence 

was very weak in the campaign. Not only BN heavyweights shadowed him, the team 

also found that not many local voters are aware of who Tok Moh is. Those who knew 

him only has a vague idea of who he is.  

On a separate note, the team also found that PH leaders such as Azmin Ali, Tian Chua, 

Zuraida Kamaruddin and Dr Daroyah Alwis are not all that popular. Although these key 

leaders manage to pull the crowd, the members of the crowd are nonetheless 

members of the party. Perhaps, the exception was Anwar Ibrahim who still managed 

to draw the attention of the crowd. 

8. Warisan plays the Race and Religion Card (as counter strategy)  

At the end of the campaign, the ground team also realized that Warisan began to play 

the race and religion card. INSAP researchers sighted big billboards with statements 

like “Tolak Pas yang ternyata lebih bahaya dari PSS”.  It was meant to suggest that PAS, 

an alliance with UMNO will is more dangerous than PSS. Put bluntly, it is to counter 

PSS by sowing another type of fear-mongering. Voters are left to choose which type of 

threat is more severe. As these billboards were only found seen towards the latter part 

of the campaign, one can argue that this was a counter strategy rather than one that 
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was planned. It also indicates the fear that BN’s capitalization on PSS will make 

headways, hence, they Warisan has to play the race and religion card.  

Even so, this did not really attract much traction among voters. Study by the 

Terengganu Strategic and Integrity Institute (TSIS) found that even as PAS canvassers 

campaigned among the Bumiputera Muslims and non-Muslims Bumiputera, it did not 

really cause consternation among non-Muslim Bumiputera.  Therefore, it is safe to 

surmise that race and religion card spectre failed to counter the PSS narrative.  

Core Narratives and Messaging from BN and Warisan  

BN and Warisan Campaigns Slogan 

BN  Warisan  

• Radu Tetap Radu 

• Ubah Balik  

• BN Dahulukan Rakyat, Warisan 

Dahulukan PATI 

• PRK iImanis Warisan Menang, Pati 

Senang, Anda Susah 

• Tolak PSS  

• Sabah Era Baru  

• Enough is Enough  

• Kalau mahu senang undilah 

Warisan, Kalau mahu maju 

undilah Karim Bujang, Undilah 

Parti Warisan 

• Tolak BN  

• Tolak UMNO dan PAS kerana 

mereka menolak memindahkan 

perlembagaan Sabah menjadi 

wilayah  

• Jangan Membawa Isu Perkauman 

dan agama ekstrim ke Sabah  

 

BN core slogans for the Kimanis by-election are “Radu Tetap Radu” and “Ubah Balik”, 

which means a fight is still a fight and to change back. The latter slogan was a clever 
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twist to Pakatan Harapan’s “Ubah” campaign in the 2013 general election. This was 

clear in the billboards and posters of BN that are visible in the different parts of 

Kimanis.  Speakers from the BN political use these two slogans to rile up the crowd 

during their political speeches. Yet, on the ground, the message and narratives used 

were certainly much more than just “Ubah Balik” or “Radu Tetap Radu”.  To further 

attack Warisan, BN’s billboard also crafted the catchy slogan that read, “BN Dahulukan 

Rakyat, Warisan Dahulukan Pati” – BN prevails the people but Warisan prevails the 

illegal immigrants.  Another catchy tagline that BN used is “PRK Kimanis Warisan 

Menang, Pati Senang, Anda Susah” -Kimanis by-election – Warisan’s win, illegal 

immigrants will have a good life but you will suffer.  

The party also bring in BN heavyweights such as Anifah Aman, Bung Moktar, Najib 

Razak, MCA President, Wee Ka Siong, the Tanjung Piai MP, Wee Jeck Seng, and other 

rank and files within UMNO to help support the campaigns.  On average, the turn out 

for most BN-UMNO political speeches are about 100 to 200 people, including party 

supporters. Responses from the crowd was also good, with some being more 

enthusiastic than the others, especially when fiery speakers make their speeches. In 

gist, BN’s was very much on the offensive mode during the campaign. BN concentrates 

in attacking the failure of Warisan and PH. Their core messages are listed below.  

1. PSS issue – to compromise the interests and security of the locals.  

2. Warisan has cheated the locals and “Sabah for Sabahans” is a lie. 

3. Economy has worsened under Warisan’s rule.  

4. Time to send a signal to Warisan.  

During the morning greet and meet sessions, the political campaigners of BN were also 

found chanting “Tolak PSS” when they crossed path with the Warisan campaigners. 

This clearly illustrated how even the canvassers will politicize on the PSS issue.  
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On the other hand, Warisan’s core message was “Sabah Era Baru” – Sabah’s new era 

and “Enough is enough”. The former was meant to present a sense of hope that under 

Warisan’s government, the state will usher in the new era. As for the “Enough is 

Enough” is meant to attack BN’s incumbency. It basically means Sabah has enough of 

BN and it is time for a new dawn of Sabah.  

Warisan did not waste any time to campaign. Besides making an appearance on 

nomination day, Chief Minister Shafie Apdal gave a political speech on 5 January in 

Papar to a crowd of close to 300 people. In his speech, he highlighted Warisan’s 

success such as saving RM 1 billion to pay the debts left by BN in Sabah. He was also 

seen enticing the crowd by stating that the Warisan state government has plans to 

develop Sabah further, such as transforming the public transportation in Sabah, and 

to terminate the gambling license in Sabah. Apart from that, Shafie also argued against 

PBS which has governed Sabah for more than 10 years, but the only contribution of 

PBS was to bring in hundreds and thousands of undocumented migrants.  

But Warisan’s campaign was not all that smooth sailing in the beginning. The party 

even had difficulty securing permits for political speeches in the early days of the 

campaign. They also cancelled some of their events in the early days of the campaigns. 

Instead of large-scale political speeches, they organized small group meet and greet 

sessions in the houses of supporters. Their schedule also changed during the 

campaigns, making it difficult for INSAP ground team to follow. But what is clear is that 

they make very targeted groups campaigns in rural areas.  

And just like how UMNO’s political campaigners will do their impromptu chanting 

when they crossed paths with Warisan, the Warisan campaigners also chanted “Tolak 

BN” to compete against their competing camp.  

Another interesting campaigning strategy of Warisan is that the party adapted a local 

artist’s song and make it a campaigning song for Warisan. The catchy lyrics state "Kalau 
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mahu senang undilah Warisan, Kalau mahu maju undilah Karim Bujang, Undilah Parti 

Warisan.” (If you want an easy life, vote Warisan. If you want development, vote Karim 

Bujang and please vote Warisan) 19 This song was sung again and again in many of 

Warisan’s campaign. It is of course hard to gauge how popular this song is among the 

voters. Even so, it was a creative way of campaigning,  

In gist, the overarching message of Warisan are: 

1. This is all BN’s fault. 

2. Enough of BN.  

3. In God we trust, United we Must  

4. It is time for a new dawn of Sabah under Warisan. 

It must also be noted that Warisan has a specific campaign manifesto as well. The three 

key points of the campaign are: 

1. To focus on developing the economy  

2. To focus on creating employment and entrepreneurship opportunities for the 

youths.  

3. To develop basic infrastructure and facilities in identified location.  

The manifesto further states that: 

The economic development will be realised through the ‘Special Development District’ 

through the Lembaga Kemajuan Kimanis (LKK) like how it is in Bintulu Sarawak. There 

is much potential for implementation as there are existing facilities in the Petronas 

Sabah Oil and Gas Terminal (SOGT) in Kimanis. Chief Minister, Shafie Apdal had also 

asked Petronas to not send gas to Bintulu, but to refine it to Kimanis as it is more 

suitable.  

 
19 Warisan cipta lagu kempen “Kalau mahu senang, undilah Warisan” Youtube, Jan 5 2020. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGJAXgEQyrc  (Accessed 14 January 2020)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGJAXgEQyrc
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LKK will co-operate with Lembaga Pelabuhan-Pelabuhan Sabah (LPPS), and it is 

possible that the Pelabuhan Baru Laut Dalam will be built. Through this significant 

development, the project will help increase the economic development in Kimanis. It 

is expected to create employment opportunities for the youths.  

The agriculture sector will include other sectors and industry. The state government 

will focus on producing more entrepreneurs in the veterinary and agriculture sector. 

The effort to develop the agriculture and husbandry sector will be developed with the 

cooperation of the relevant agencies such as the Veterinary Department and 

Agriculture Department.  

To improve the basic infrastructures such as water supply, roads and electricity 

especially in areas that needed attention. These strategic plans will be implemented 

under the LKK development plan which will aid in effective implementation and to 

avoid bureaucracy. This will be realised with the assistance of the state government. 

Issues Raised and Narratives of Competing Parties  

This section of the report focuses on the pertinent issues raised during the campaign 

and how both parties frame their message to the voters, and how competing parties 

counter each other’s message.  

Issues Raised  Narrative of BN  Narrative of Warisan  

PSS  Dangerous for locals, 

compromise locals’ 

economic and security 

interests 

“One vote for Warisan is a 

vote for the PSS”  

Help identify and filter 

illegal immigrants  
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Fishermen and Farmers 

Socioeconomic Welfare 

Not specifically expressed 

but mention that there is 

a lack of subsidies and 

assistance  

Allocations and promises 

of new development 

Economic Issue and Costs 

of Living  

Costs of living is high, no 

BR1M, prices of goods are 

increasing, RM power is 

dwindling, people lives’ 

are suffering  

Need time 

PH Failed Promises and 

Lies  

PTPTN, absence of toll 

concessions, lies and lies  

Need time or did not 

address specifically  

Infrastructure and 

Developments  

Query where is the 

development  

In the pipeline but not 

much visible results  

 

Pas Sementara Sabah (PSS)  

It is no doubt that PSS is the most tightly fought issue in this election. BN has capitalized 

on the issue to attack Warisan. The PSS was introduced in 2019 to replace the Kad 

Burung-Burung, Kad Bancian and IMM13 - three varied passes for illegal immigrants. 

The IMM13 was issued to refugees, especially those who ran away during the internal 

conflict of Southern Philippine in the 1960s. This pass is recognized in the court of 

Sabah. On the other hand, the Pas Burung-Burung and the Kad Bancian are documents 

issued by the state government, these passes are not recognized by the court. It must 

be stated that only the immigration department has the authority to issue passes for 

immigrants to stay in Malaysia. The Pas Burung-Burung and the Kad Bancian were 

issued to monitor the numbers of illegal immigrants in Sabah and where these 

numbers were recorded. Hence, from a legal perspective, the Pas Burung-Burung and 

the Kad Bancian has no legal basis for the illegal immigrants to stay in Sabah. Should 
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the government decide to replace all these passes with PSS, it is admitting that 

permanent residency for those who do not have the rights to stay in Sabah. In other 

words, it is a state whitewashing operation – to allow illegal immigrants to stay in 

Sabah. What is worse is that this pass can be renewed every three years. The main 

concern for the locals is that will this pave the way for more illegal immigrants and 

their offsprings to apply citizenship in Malaysia. 

The below will compare how BN frame the issue and how Warisan defends the issue.  

BN’s Narrative- PSS: A dangerous idea for Locals  

In general, BN argued that PSS will compromise on the interests of the locals. First, it 

will take away the working opportunities of the locals. With the influx of the illegal 

immigrants, the locals will have stiffer competition in looking for jobs and their 

salaries. Second, BN also argued that it will compromise the security of the locals. 

Former Defence Minister, Hishamuddin Hussein cited the example of Lahad Datu 

incursion and state that without proper study, the PSS will bring forth very dangerous 

impact on Sabah20.  Furthermore, BN also argued that the Warisan government has 

sinister motive by privileging the immigrants by allowing them to apply for PSS and it 

is extremely unfair to the locals. For example, MP Tanjung Piai, Wee Jeck Seng who 

helped campaign in Kimanis raised the question, why is it that Malaysians from the 

Peninsula can only enter Sabah for three days, while it seems so easy for illegal 

immigrants to stay in Sabah for three years. In all, the overarching message is that PSS 

will facilitate the influx of illegal immigrants and it will have negative repercussions to 

local Sabahans.  

 
20 Jason Santos and Durie Rainer Fong. 2020. Remember Lahad Datu Incursion, Hisham warns over 
Sabah pass plan. Free Malaysia Today, 

https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/01/11/remember-lahad-datu-incursion-
hisham-warns-over-sabah-pass-plan/ (Accessed 13 January 2020) 

https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/01/11/remember-lahad-datu-incursion-hisham-warns-over-sabah-pass-plan/
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/01/11/remember-lahad-datu-incursion-hisham-warns-over-sabah-pass-plan/


 
 

32 
 

BN-MCA has also created a campaign poster titled PSS’s effect on Chinese with 14 key 

points listed below:  

1.Worsen security - PSS will encourage influx of more PTIs.  

2.More competition for business. - With PSS, more PTIs will grow vegetable patch in 

backyards and on government land and undercut prices in tamus, wet markets, pasar 

malam(s), and pasar tani(s). 

3. Drive away Chinese retail owners - PTI will own and operate small retail business 

with PSS. They will operate stalls in shopping complexes and five footways selling 

trinkets, used clothing, and items sourced from barter trade at lower cost than Chinese 

businessmen. 

4. Economic Starvation of Sabah. PTI workers and entrepreneurs will repatriate even 

money home with PSS. Foreign workers had sent back RM119 billion back to their 

home countries since 2011 from Malaysia. 

5. Shrinking placement for Chinese in public institutions of higher learning - PSS brings 

competition for placement institution of higher learning. 

6. PSS robs your child of his right as a citizen - Chinese are a minority. PSS makes 

Chinese insignificant in Sabah. 

7. PSS changes Sabah into legal PTI state – According to the Statistics Department, 

foreigners (mostly undocumented) make up 27% of Sabah’s population. When PTIs 

become citizens, they can form own political party to elect representatives to rule 

Sabah.  

8. Marry Chinese. Become Sino. With PSS, this PTI can now stay longer and marry 

Chinese.  

9. PTI become our new Political Masters - PSS will make Chinese subservient to PTIs as 

the new political masters. They will replace Chinese as political kingmakers.  
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10. Making Riots and Protests a political culture - Remember the 1985 riots when PTIs 

created havoc in Sabah politically. With PSS, PTIs culture of using force to demand for 

political power becomes mainstream.  

11. Free Education up to University for PTI - Supporting PSS is like giving up your 

children's right to education because, being Muslim, they have more government 

assistance than Chinese.  

12. Jobs for PTI who don’t pay tax – PSS provides employment opportunities to PTIs 

who do not pay tax.  

13. Pay RM120 to enjoy Sabah Bumi status -PSS makes PTI legal. Therefore, by paying 

RM 120 to the Warisan government, PTIs, can enjoy everything that Sabahans have.  

14. PSS does not help agriculture or business -Legalising PTI via PSS makes them even 

more selective of jobs, hence driving up labour cost for across industries.  

 

Source:INSAP  
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The PSS issue was heavily campaigned especially in the final days of the campaign.  The 

narrative revolves around the slogan, “one vote for Warisan is a vote for PSS” is heavily 

used by BN campaigners as well as those who are in support of BN, namely members 

of the Gabungan Bersatu Sabah (GBS) – PBS, STAR and SAPP.  

In addition to that, there was a gathering or “Himpunan Solidarity Rakyat: Bantah PSS” 

in Pekan Lama Membakut on the 15th January. This gathering attracted about more 

than 1000 local Sabahan.  Among those who attended were Parti Solidariti Tanah Airku 

(Star) president Jeffrey Kitinggan, former Kimanis MP, Anifah Aman, Sabah Progressive 

Party (SAPP) president Yong Teck Lee and Sabah MCA women Chief Pamela Yong and 

Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) information chief Datuk Joniston Bangkuai. 21 The presence 

of these key people magnified the severity of the issue and drew enthusiastic 

responses from the crowd.  

This gathering, though not organized by BN will certainly helped reinforced BN’s 

message that PSS is a bad idea for locals. For example, Anifah Aman who was there to 

campaign, framed the PSS issue as an issue that will implicate the future generations 

of the local Sabahans. In his speech, he said that a vote for Warisan is equal to a vote 

to betray one’s grandchildren. Likewise, in an impassionate speech to the local 

Sabahans, Dr Pamela Yong, MCA Women’s Chief urged the voters to consider their 

vote seriously, in that their votes should send a strong signal to the Warisan 

government.  

BN also faced the allegations by Warisan that PSS was actually the brainchild of the BN 

government. It was alleged that the BN government had discussed and agreed to 

implement the PSS, then known as the PAS Residen Sabah (PRESS), but could not do 

so because the coalition did not win in the last general election. Certainly, this was 

 
21 Kristy Inus. 2020. Local opposition presents views on PSS during people’s gathering, The 

StarOnline,  https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/15/local-opposition-present-
views-on-pss-during-peoples-gathering#cxrecs_s (Accessed 15 January 2020)  

https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/15/local-opposition-present-views-on-pss-during-peoples-gathering#cxrecs_s
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/15/local-opposition-present-views-on-pss-during-peoples-gathering#cxrecs_s
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dismissed by BN leaders. In fact, Anifah Aman, who has helped BN to campaign has 

said that this issue will endanger the future generations of local Sabah people. He even 

metaphorically argues that every vote given to Warisan is like giving them a knife to 

hurt the locals. This was an evocative metaphor.  

Anifah Aman also claimed that Karim Bujang was lying when he said this was a 

brainchild of the BN government. 22 Former Prime Minister Najib even challenged the 

PH government to prove it by providing meeting minutes. Likewise, Zahid Hamidi also 

dismissed such allegations.  

Counter Narrative by Warisan and PH- Help identify and filter out illegal immigrants  

On the other hand, for Warisan, the Home Minister, Muhyiddin Yassin stepped in to 

defend.  Muhyiddin Yassin countered BN by stating that the PSS was actually the 

brainchild of BN, then known as the Pas Resident Sabah (PRESS), but could not do so 

because it did not win the election. 23 The Home Minister further argued that the PSS 

is not a license to obtain Malaysian citizenship but it was an effort to convert the 

existing three documents into one. This will lessen the complication of the issue and it 

will help filter who are the actual illegal immigrants and who are not. It is also safer 

because the card will use biometric iris recognition.  

Deputy Home Minister, Mohd Azis Jamman who is also a Youth Chief of Warisan has 

also argued that the PSS is to help identify and filter out illegal immigrants in the state 

holding dubious certificates. The existing documents, namely the IMM13, the Kad 

Burung Burung and the census certificate are easily falsified and PSS will be good 

solution to prevent further falsification of documents. Also, the PSS would only involve 

 
22 Malaysiakini. 2020. PRK Kimanis: Isu PSS, Karim kata Idea BN, Anifah Balas Karim Pembohong. 

https://www.malaysiakini2.com/prk-kimanis-isu-pss-karim-kata-idea-bn-anifah-balas-karim-
pembohong/ (Accessed 13 January 2020)  
23 Chok Sim Yee. 2020. PSS not in RCI report- Maximus. Borneo Post Online, 

https://www.theborneopost.com/2020/01/13/pss-not-in-rci-repo rt-maximus/ (Accessed 13 January 
2020)  

https://www.malaysiakini2.com/prk-kimanis-isu-pss-karim-kata-idea-bn-anifah-balas-karim-pembohong/
https://www.malaysiakini2.com/prk-kimanis-isu-pss-karim-kata-idea-bn-anifah-balas-karim-pembohong/
https://www.theborneopost.com/2020/01/13/pss-not-in-rci-repo%20rt-maximus/
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136,055 registered holders of the IMM13, Kad Burung-Burung, and census 

certificate.24 Thus, Warisan or PH in general defence is that PSS is meant to organize 

these documents, and to prevent the falsification of these documents. It is a step 

forward in solving the complicated issue of the varied passes of illegal immigrants in 

Sabah. Azis Jamman even made a snide remark against the BN government by stating 

that this cannot be a political agenda but the government’s agenda on how best to 

tackle the presence of illegal immigrants in Sabah and chided that the Opposition 

needed to have integrity.  

2. Fishermen and Farmers Socioeconomic Welfare  

Both BN and Warisan also make targeted or strategic campaigns by courting the 

fishermen and farmers. The below will discussed how the two competing parties 

campaigned among the fishermen and farmers.  

Warisan - Wooing the Fishermen and Farmers  

Junz Wong the Vice President of Warisan, who is also the state Minister of Agriculture 

and Food Industry began to campaign right after nomination in Membakut by 

spending more than two hours listening to the concerns of the farmers. After that, he 

went to the Fisheries Association in Kampung Binsulok to discuss the construction of 

a new integrated jetty.25 On 5th January, Junz Wong also released a press statement 

stating that deep sea licenses were issued for Vietnamese vessels under the BN 

administration. But now the new state government has stopped issuing such licenses 

to foreign vessels. He urged the local Sabahans to not vote for BN-UMNO as the 

current state government is doing a better job in giving back to the local what belongs 

 
24 Avilia Geraldine and Olivia Miwil, 2020. Aziz: PSS will prevent illegal immigrants from acquiring 
fake documents. New Straits Times. 13 January 2020.   

https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/555864/azis-pss-will-prevent-illegal-immigrants-
acquiring-fake-documents (Accessed 13 January 2020) 
25 Rodelio Junjun Taucan. 2020. Masalah Petani, Nelayan Kimanis akan diselesaikan. Borneo Today. 4 January 
2020. https://www.borneotoday.net/masalah-petani-nelayan-kimanis-akan-diselesaikan/(Accessed 13 January 
2020) 

https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/555864/azis-pss-will-prevent-illegal-immigrants-acquiring-fake-documents
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/555864/azis-pss-will-prevent-illegal-immigrants-acquiring-fake-documents
https://www.borneotoday.net/masalah-petani-nelayan-kimanis-akan-diselesaikan/
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to the local.26 In gist, his target group of audience are the local farmers and fishermen. 

Besides showing he care for their economic interests, Junz Wong’s way of campaigning 

focused on the personal touch. He made an effort to show his presence and really 

engage with his targeted supporters.  

Warisan also organized a Majlis Makan Malam in conjunction with the upcoming 

Chinese New Year to continue attacking the BN government by stating that the Sabah 

BN government has pawned Sabahan rights where deep sea licenses were distributed 

by the Federal government to boats in Vietnam. He then emphasized that there are 

no solid reasons for Kimanis voters to vote for BN whom had robbed the Sabahan 

rights.   

Shafie Apdal also make targeted campaign by organizing a discussion session with the 

Kimanis Fishermen Association. He encouraged the fishermen to venture into 

aquaculture for better returns and state that he had discussed with state Agriculture 

and Food Industry Minister Datuk Junz Wong the possibility of using suitable fish seeds 

for the implementation of fish farming activities. 27 This is to propose an alternative 

way for fishermen to earn their keep to make ends meet.  

To boost the campaign further, the Minister of Agriculture and Agro Based Industry, 

Salahuddin Ayub announced that the ministry has allocated RM19 million for the 

construction of 300 homes for fishermen in Kota Belud, Sabah. The allocation is part 

of the RM70 million for the construction of housing for fishermen across the country. 

He also seized the opportunity to meet the fishermen in Bongawan. 28 All these can be 

interpreted that they are showing that Warisan and PH will take care of the welfare 
 

26 Junz. Why give BN second chance to surrender our resources? Borneo Post Online. 6 January 2020. 
https://www.theborneopost.com/2020/01/06/junz-why-give-bn-second-chance-to-surrender-our-
resources/(Accessed 13 January 2020) 
27 Olivia Miwil. 2020. Shafie:Aquaculture a game-changer for fishermen. New Straits Times. 13 
January 2020. https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/556031/shafie-aquaculture-game-changer-
fishermen (Accessed 13 January 2020)  
28  Bernama. 2020. Salahuddin: RM19 mil for construction of 300 fishermen’s home in Sabah. 
Bernama. Com. http://www.bernama.com/en/news.php?id=1804275 (Accessed 13 January 2020)  

https://www.theborneopost.com/2020/01/06/junz-why-give-bn-second-chance-to-surrender-our-resources/
https://www.theborneopost.com/2020/01/06/junz-why-give-bn-second-chance-to-surrender-our-resources/
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/556031/shafie-aquaculture-game-changer-fishermen
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/556031/shafie-aquaculture-game-changer-fishermen
http://www.bernama.com/en/news.php?id=1804275
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and development of the fishery industry. Alternatively, one can see it as another way 

of trying to entice voters to support Warisan.  

In addition, Warisan also brought in the Primary Industry Minister, Teresa Kok to give 

a speech about the palm oil industry in Membakut, soon after nomination. This again 

is primarily targeted at the local planters.  However, the responses were rather 

lacklustre.  

Besides that, Warisan also dropped in cash assistance and announcement of 

allocations to woo the fishermen electorates. For instance, prior to the nomination 

day itself, Agricultural Minister Sahaluddin Ayub had handed over RM140,000 to 

fishermen in Bongawan to repair their jetty. The state Agriculture and Food Industry 

minister Datuk Junz Wong had also given assistance to paddy farmers affected by 

floods. The state Rural Development minister Datuk Ewon Benedick who announced 

RM100,000 to upgrade a road at Surau Kampung Pantai Sri Gading was another case 

where money is used to get the support.29 However, this has been criticized by 

electoral watchdog, Bersih as flouting the electoral law.   

Regardless, the actual cash assistance would likely to have an impact among some 

fishermen. Fishermen in Kimanis had been waiting for the upgrading of the jetties and 

other infrastructures to smoothen the fishing process.  The allocation to improve their 

jetties would give them renewed hope for the fishermen.30 In all, Warisan’s target 

fishermen and planters by showing that this is a group of electorates that they will not 

neglect. And perhaps the cash assistance may have helped to provide Warisan the 

additional boost of support.  

 
29 Olivia Miwil. 2020. Bersih 2.0: People of Sabah want clean and fair election. New Straits Times. 

https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2020/01/553968/bersih-20-people-sabah-want-clean-and-
fair-election (Accessed 13 January 2020)  
30 Bernama. 2020. Nelayan Kimanis lega, masalah lebih 15 tahun bakal selesai. Sinar Harian 
https://www.sinarharian.com.my/article/64652/PRU/PRK-Kimanis/Nelayan-Kimanis-lega-masalah-
lebih-15-tahun-bakal-selesai (Accessed 13 January 2020)  

https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2020/01/553968/bersih-20-people-sabah-want-clean-and-fair-election
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2020/01/553968/bersih-20-people-sabah-want-clean-and-fair-election
https://www.sinarharian.com.my/article/64652/PRU/PRK-Kimanis/Nelayan-Kimanis-lega-masalah-lebih-15-tahun-bakal-selesai
https://www.sinarharian.com.my/article/64652/PRU/PRK-Kimanis/Nelayan-Kimanis-lega-masalah-lebih-15-tahun-bakal-selesai
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Barisan Nasional – Addressing with the Political Speeches  

Given that Barisan Nasional is the opposition, the coalition certainly could not promise 

allocation to the fishermen and farmers. Instead of making targeted campaigns like 

Warisan, UMNO counter strategies were to attack Warisan through their speeches. 

For instance, Tanjung Piai MP, Wee Jeck Seng who helped to campaign argued in his 

speeches that the failure of the PH government in handling the palm oil industry has 

affected the livelihood of the locals. This is partly because the current PH led 

government has antagonized China and India, and subsequently led to the decrease of 

demands in palm oil. But during BN’s time, those who are employed in the palm oil 

industry do not have to suffer in such way. BN primarily tied it with how despite 

Warisan’s promises, there is actually an absence of actual development.  

3.Economic Issue 

BN attacks  

The other issue that was raised by BN is definitely the economic issue. BN speakers 

tend to attack Warisan in the political speeches by attacking in the economy issue. 

Among others, UMNO speakers have consistently attacked that under the current 

Warisan government, there is no protection in their economy welfare. Examples that 

BN speakers cited include the depreciating prices of palm oil. The lack of subsidies of 

for the fishermen, the lack of job opportunities for the local and how locals have to 

migrate to other parts of Malaysia or around the world to seek for job opportunities. 

Other speakers mentioned examples of how prices of things have increased over the 

years. Najib who went to campaign as the “Bossku” even give actual examples of how 

prices of chickens and onions, something that is so common yet has become so 

expensive.  Other BN speakers also mentioned the depreciating value of the Malaysia 

Ringgit and this is because the PH government has failed the people.  
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To strengthen the point even further, the BN speakers even argued that this is less so 

much of a fight of Bung Moktar, nor Tok Moh, nor Wee Jeck Seng but this is a fight for 

the protection of the socioeconomic welfare of the locals. The locals need to realize 

that what they are fighting is the common welfare of the people and their future 

generations.  

Former Prime Minister Najib Razak who went to Kimanis and helped campaign for 

Kimanis also touched on the sorry economic state. He was bullish and said that it is 

time for the people to “Ubah Balik”. He said that the people are now regretting their 

decision in voting for PH. Since they have been cheated once, they should not be 

cheated again and it is time to vote back to the BN government. He even cited how 

prices of chickens and onions are becoming more expensive and the rakyat has to 

suffered. Then, Najib also guided the locals to reminisce the good old days of Barisan 

by stating that there was BR1M and kids who are enrolled in school will get RM100 

cash assistance. And that lives of the locals were so much better then. Again, he kept 

contrasting that people had a better live under BN and they should vote for BN again 

if they want their livelihoods to improve.  

But now, the PH government who has promised free breakfast failed to provide free 

breakfast. Importantly the Ringgit is so weak that Malaysian can hardly have much 

purchasing power now. Najib also believe that Warisan would most likely buy off 

voters by providing cash assistance and encouraged to voters to take the money 

should it be given. Nonetheless, they must vote for BN and not to be cheated once 

again. The people need to bring back the good old days of BN as “Radu tetap Radu”. 

Warisan defends  

Conversely, Warisan could not really defend this argument but merely said that they 

government has only been in power for less than two years and needed more time. 



 
 

41 
 

Instead of directly countering BN’s attack on how the economy in Malaysia is not 

improving, Warisan could only promise that development is in the pipeline. For 

instance, Shafie Apdal has campaigned among the youths by organizing game 

tournament and promising the youths that the Warisan state government will create 

more job opportunities, so that they do not need to travel outside of Sabah to seek for 

employment.  

5. PH Failed Promises and Lies  

BN attacks  

BN also attacked PH failed promises. Consistent examples used by the speakers of BN 

include the absence of toll concessions, the failed promise of PTPTN, the failure to 

truly protect the rights of Sabahans through MA63, the slashing of subsidies, and 

others. The gist of the contention is that Warisan, a close ally of PH has failed to deliver 

the promises and have cheated the voters.  Certainly, BN also does not fail to keep 

capitalizing on the PSS issue, arguing that Shafie Apdal and the Warisan led 

government has lost direction. They do not have the interests of the locals at heart 

despite what they promised about “Sabah for Sabahans”.  

Therefore, voters could not be cheated again and have to send a strong signal to 

Warisan- PH led government.  Voters are obliged to tell the Warisan government that 

they are sick and tired of their lies. They need to use their votes to send them a strong 

message. Importantly, voters need to realize that it is important to have more 

Opposition MPs to represent them.  

BN also rallied on the emotional appeal by getting interactive with the crowd during 

their political speeches where speakers will chant “Ubah” and the crowd will chant 

“Balik”, or “Radu tetap Radu”. This was meant to riled up the sentiments of the crowd. 
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After all, collective anger and motivate people to take action – in this case, to vote 

against Warisan.  

Warisan failed to defend 

On the other hand, Warisan is still behaving like the opposition even when they are 

now the government. It is interesting to note that the party kept blaming BN and all 

that they failed to deliver is BN fault. For instance, when Warisan argued that “Enough 

is Enough”, it makes it sound as though the party is still in the Opposition. When a 

ruling party began to behave like they are the opposition, it makes it sound like they 

are not confident in securing their seat.  

Also, in turning the blame back on BN, it was not a strong argument because Shafie 

Apdal was the federal Minister of Rural and Regional Development and also one of the 

three former vice-presidents of UMNO. In blaming BN, Shafie is also acknowledging 

that he was complicit in the lack of development in Kimanis.  

6. Infrastructure and Development  

BN attacks  

BN also capitalized on the heavy congestions in Papar-Beaufort road to attack 

Warisan. The opposition said that the Warisan-Pakatan Harapan-UPKO state 

government had abandoned the Pan-Borneo Highway Project and the Project 

Delivery Partner (PDP). The Papar-Beaufort road was opened in the early 1980s and 

had been the main road link for the west coast south districts and sub-districts before 

the roads were eventually linked to Sarawak and Brunei via Sipitang. It compelled the 
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Chief Minister, Shafie Apdal to explain if the government is actually improving the 

highway31.  

Warisan showed results  

In defence, the state Infrastructure Development Minister, Peter Anthony said that 

12 work packages of the highway project were expected to be completed according 

to the original schedule of June 2022. He further stated that three more packages 

would be completed by the end of 2023 the latest. The construction of these 15 

packages will be continued under the 11th Malaysia Plan, which runs from 2016- 

2020, while the remaining 20 packages will be implemented under the 12th Malaysia 

Plan (2021-2025). 32  

However, it must be noted that this may not necessary be a counter argument 

because the results of these projects can only be seen years later and not the 

immediate term. Thus, in this case, it is possible that even when Warisan defended 

by stating that there are projects in the pipeline, it may not necessarily work to its 

favour.  

 

 

 

 

 
31 Roy Goh. 2020. Kimanis by-election:BN hits a nerve with highway issue. New Straits Times. 
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2020/01/554519/kimanis-election-bn-hits-nerve-highway-
issue (Accessed 10 January 2020)  
32 Haslin Gaffor. 2020. PH, Warisan government committed to completing PAN Borneo Highway. 

Bernama. Com. http://www.bernama.com/en/news.php?id=1804947 (Accessed 14 January 2020)  

https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2020/01/554519/kimanis-election-bn-hits-nerve-highway-issue
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2020/01/554519/kimanis-election-bn-hits-nerve-highway-issue
http://www.bernama.com/en/news.php?id=1804947
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Analysis  

Barisan Nasional’s Mohamad Alamin (Tok Moh) has taken the Kimanis parliamentary 

seat, edging out Karim Bujang with a comfortable majority of 2029 votes. Tok Moh 

polled 12,706 votes against the latter’s 10,677 votes. It must be noted that the voters 

turnout rate for this by-election is 79.92 percent which is considered high for a by-

election.  

 

Voters Turnout Rate and Voting Pattern 

The percentage of voters turnout for the Kimanis by-election is 79.92 % which is 

considered high for a by-election. Study by Bridget Welsh suggested that the turnout 

rates of the 51-60 year old cohort dropped by 22 percent. This group she argued were 

socialised in the reformasi era and have strong reform orientations. Welsh’s study 

further argued that this is a pattern that has become common in the last few by-

elections nationally and this speaks to the fact that a large share of the base of Harapan 

and its allies are no longer supporting them.  

 

Source: https://www.malaysiakini.com/columns/507936 

https://www.malaysiakini.com/columns/507936
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The results also suggest that UMNO captured the most support among voters under 

30, winning an additional estimated of 12 percent of this cohort. Welsh further states 

that the decline in support among younger voters for Warisan/Harapan is also a 

national trend and speaks particularly to concerns over economic performance, as 

bread and butter issues are especially prioritised among this group.  

Older voters, those who are above 60, remained loyal to Warisan in slightly greater 

numbers, an estimated 3 percent gain. 33 

 

Source: https://www.malaysiakini.com/columns/507936 

Based on Welsh’s analysis, the starkest change in ethnic voting was among the KDM 

communities, an estimated shift in support of 21 % toward UMNO. The level of the 

ethnic swing speaks to the increased saliency of ethnic political mobilisation not only 

in Sabah, but nationally. 

Another important finding across ethnic lines is the estimated 14 percent gain in 

support among Bajau-Suluk communities for Umno. These communities are seen as 

the ethnic core of Warisan and the shift shows that they are also unhappy with the 

 
33 Welsh, Bridget. 2020. Kimanis- an UMNO revival? Malaysiakini, 

https://www.malaysiakini.com/columns/507936 (Accesed 22 January 2020)  

https://www.malaysiakini.com/columns/507936
https://www.malaysiakini.com/columns/507936
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state government. The PSS issue stirred up insecurities across communities, including 

those who were seen to gain from the measure. 

As analysed by Welsh, the by-election results at the polling station level also reveal 

that the entry of Bersatu into Sabah has negatively impacted Warisan, as Mahathir’s 

goal to create a rival to Umno in Sabah has ironically empowered Umno. Internal 

differences within Harapan and its allies shape electoral outcomes. 

Notably, however, there was not a shift towards Umno among Malays in this by-

election (which bucks national trends of movement from Harapan among Malays) and 

which points to continued divisions among this community in Sabah moving forward. 

Local Malay identities remain important in Sabah and this fragmentation is likely to 

continue 

 

Effectiveness of Messaging  

It is very hard to fully measure whether the messages of the campaigners truly 

resonate with the voters or not. Unlike in Tanjung Piai where voters are seen to be 

more willing to express their anger and sentiments, it is not the same in Kimanis.  

Voters tend to be very diplomatic or rather careful to express their support. For 

instance, while they criticized the lack of development under the Warisan state 

government, they also mentioned that the Warisan state government actually needs 

more time. Exacerbating this, voters do not see much difference between Warisan and 

BN. Warisan, and to a certain extent, Shafie Apdal is seen as an extension of BN. For 

example, based on INSAP field team researchers’ findings, some respondents whom 

they spoke to said that actually it is just a difference between the colour coding – the 

White and the Blue, the former referring to Warisan while the latter referring to BN. 

To them, it is the same and regardless of who wins, it makes no differences. Even so, 
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however rudimentary, there are some analysis that can be made based on the 

observations from the ground.  

PSS – Exploiting Fears  

Perhaps, BN’s greatest strength is in exploiting the PSS issue by making the stark 

contrast on how BN is a coalition that serves the people and improves the livelihood 

of the people while Warisan is a party that prevails the interests of the illegal 

immigrants. The key points in their speeches have always been making this stark 

contrast by consistently attacking Warisan that with PSS, locals’ economic and security 

interests will be compromised. Unlike Warisan that needs to offend, BN has the luxury 

to go on an aggressive offensive launch.  

Although the local responses on the issue of PSS is somewhat mixed, with rural voters 

not seeing it as the greatest threat, semi-rural voters do feel that this is a sensitive 

issue and find it difficult to accept PSS.  

The consistent campaigns that focus on the danger of PSS will likely tip some voters to 

BN’s favour. This is because there is still a distinction between who is local and who is 

not. When this distinction is further polarized, it would increase the anxiety of the 

locals, especially among the economy voters who struggle to get by and those who are 

worried of their children’s future prospects. Furthermore, when authoritative figure 

such as Hishammuddin campaigned and spoke out on the issue of PSS from the point 

of view of a former Defence Minister and Home Minister, he reinforced the danger of 

PSS. Above everyone else, he can speak with much legitimacy why PSS is a dangerous 

idea for Kimanis in particular and for Sabah in general.  By attaching the severity to the 

PSS issue, it is likely to have helped increase the anxiety of the voters.  

BN consistent attacks on Warisan is also to BN’s advantage because it must be noted 

that Kimanis has always been BN’s stronghold. There is a significant number of staunch 

BN supporters in Kimanis. Even when BN is no longer the government of the day, one 
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can safely conjecture that local voters still listen to BN’s narrative, especially what 

Anifah has to say.  For instance, when he makes powerful analogies like a vote for 

Warisan is as though giving Warisan a knife to further injure the voters of Kimanis, it 

creates a powerful image and he may have helped to convinced some voters on the 

repercussions of their action.  During the PSS gathering, this issue was capitalized again 

with Anifah upping the game by stating that a vote for Warisan, is a vote of betrayal 

to the future generations of the Kimanis voters. Given the rousing applauses from the 

crowd, one can safely surmise that BN’s leverage on the PSS issue has definitely gained 

traction towards the end of the campaign.  

In the last few days of the campaigns in particular, it is clear that PSS has gained 

traction. There was clearly more anger among the crowd. The sentiments against PSS 

was felt more on the ground towards the end of the campaign. In all, one can safely 

argued that the capitalization of PSS has worked in favour of BN as the coalition won 

a comfortable majority of 2029 votes.  

A Relatable Message  

Moreover, BN’s strength is that their message was very relatable. For example, when 

Najib tie in the costs of living with chicken and onion prices in his speech, he managed 

to get the crowd to interact with him. Not only that, such examples are relatable and 

easy to understand, it also helped the crowd to feel that politicians from BN are more 

sympathetic to their struggles.  In general, most speakers from BN tend to tie it with 

emotional appeal by stating that voters need to consider the welfare of their future 

generations and this may have help because it shifts the focus to the attention of the 

voters’ need and the implications of their vote not just to themselves but to their 

future generations as well.  

And when BN keep using the evocative chant of “Ubah Balik” and – to remind people 

of the good old days, especially by tying it up with the economy issue and the 
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depreciating purchasing power, it might be helpful as well because people did 

remember that BN provides cash assistance or cash handouts when they were in 

power. This message was reinforced when the actual example of BR1M is used in their 

political speeches. Voters will feel that something precious that could helped ease 

their struggle is being taken away from them by Warisan.  

Considering a sizable number of voters in Kimanis are rural voters, it is highly likely 

that they would reminisce the good old days where these cash assistance truly helps 

in their daily lives. Hence, one can safely surmise that BN’s messages – especially those 

that attack Warisan may helped BN supporters to rally behind UMNO and vote in 

protests against Warisan.  

Conversely, Warisan has made very targeted speeches among youths by promising 

development and prospects, which may have helped tip some youth votes to the 

party’s favour. To reiterate, Warisan has also spent a lot of time making targeted 

campaigns among the fishermen community. Not only party members speak to the 

fishermen, organized meet and greet session, there were also allocation of funding 

made.  Apart from that, in promising development, which is something that voters 

sorely need, it may have also work to the party’s favour. 

But it is extremely hard to gauge if voters will choose long term or short-term 

development. For rural voters who are struggling on a day to day basis, perhaps cash 

assistance is more appealing.  Moreover, given that Karim Bujang is known to give out 

cash assistance when asked, they may be inclined to vote for Karim Bujang.  

Conversely, a few fishermen whom INSAP researchers spoke to also confided that they 

will take the cash assistance from the Warisan government, but they will eventually 

vote BN instead. Even so, it must be noted that this is not representative of all 

fishermen.  
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Above all, Warisan’s strategy in getting local artists and rappers may have helped in 

attracting youths and crowd. Artists, rappers and singers are very much part of youths’ 

culture and in getting them to perform in the political speeches’ events, it helped to 

draw the young people to attend and listen to the political speeches. Even so, it is one 

thing to be able to attract a stronger crowd, it is another if it actually swayed the voters 

to vote in the party’s favour or not.  

To sum it up, for BN in particular - putting Warisan in its place by highlighting its failure 

and contrasting it with BN’s results most likely work in Kimanis. By highlighting issues 

of concern like PSS, costs of living also work to the advantage of BN as these are issues 

that are relatable. 

BN’s strength – Machinery and Grassroots support  

Another reason that may had contributed to BN’s victory is that there is a sizable 

number of voters who are supporters of BN. Not only the machinery is strong and 

organized, the grassroots support is still solid.  

According to Terengganu Strategic and Integrity Institute’s (TSIS) survey with 297 

respondents, about 36.69 % of the respondent state that UMNO is the party that they 

are most comfortable with. The study also suggests that the grassroots of UMNO 

remain strong although there are many leaders who had defected. What is even more 

interesting is that 64.65 % of the total interviewed respondents state that they will not 

be influenced by the court cases of the UMNO leaders.  

TSIS study also argued that despite the mass defections of UMNO leaders to PPBM, 

UMNO was never alone in the campaign. The presence of MCA President, Datuk Seri 

Wee Ka Siong, Dato’ Takiyudding bin Haji Hassan, PAS Secretary General, PBS 

President  Tan Sri Joseph Pairin KIttingan, Datuk Seri Maximus Ongkili, Datuk Dr Jefrrey 

Kitingan, Joseph Kurup and other UMNO leaders in the “Perhimpunan Penyatuan 
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Muafakat Rakyat Sabah” in KImanis Commerical Centre in 15 Janury 2020 is evidence 

of the strength of BN.  

Likewise, the presence of MCA Youth Chief, Nicole Wong, MIC Youth Chief, R.Thinalan 

and PAS Youth Chief, Khairil Nizam Khiruddin, PBRS centra Youth Chief, Ediwn Laimin 

and PBS Youth Chief Christopher Mandut at the “Pentas Anak Mudua Kimanis” prove 

that BN was never alone in the campaign.  

Certainly, the presence of PAS assistance in the Bumiputera Muslims areas has not 

caused any worries among the non-Bumiputera locals.  

Incumbency don’t matter 

Conventional understanding will suggest that incumbency matters as the ruling party 

will have stronger machinery and resources to organize a successful campaign.But in 

the case of Kimanis, this is a different issue. Again, study by the Terengganu Strategic 

and Integrity Institute (TSIS) found that a majority of the voters are not influenced by 

cash assistance, nor the promises of development – a total of 77.10 %. Likewise, they 

also found that many voters were pretending to be in support of the Warisan 

candidate by assisting in sticking campaign posters and putting the flags.  

Big Men Matters? 

Even so, the question that begs answer is that does personality factor matters that 

much in Kimanis? Traditionally, influential politicians matter a lot in rural areas. Sabah 

in particular, is known as the “Big Men” state. Voters value the personal connection 

with politicians and evaluate them based on whether they provide cash assistance and 

their presence in local events. On this score, Karim Bujang of Warisan has done well 

and he is quite well-known among the voters based on INSAP researchers’ findings. By 

contrast, Mohamad Alamin is not as popular as Karim Bujang. Furthermore, some 

locals have said that, “Karim Bujang is the right candidate who is in the wrong party 

but Mohamad Alamin is the wrong candidate who is in the right party”.  Yet Mohamad 
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Alamin has Anifah Aman to endorse him.  Given that the vote differences in most of 

the ballot counting districts are not that stark, it is hard to measure whether it is the 

candidate or the party that ultimately matters more to the voters. 

Even so, it must be noted that the Terengganu Strategic and Integrity Institute study 

found that Shafie Apdal is not as popular as Anifah Aman, when it comes to the 

popularity of the person itself. 

Soon after the electoral victory, UMNO Sabah Chief Bung Moktar Radin has stated that 

the Kimanis by-election victory marks the resurgence of Sabah UMNO. However, 

challenges abound. After the mass defection of UMNO lawmakers to Bersatu last year, 

one must take note that UMNO Sabah is crippled with a lack of leaders. Even in the 

Kimanis by-election campaign, the support mainly comes from West Malaysia. The 

party also needs to identify the next generation of Sabah leaders to revive Sabah 

UMNO.  

PAS – A Double-Edged Sword 

Another issue for UMNO is the PAS factor. The political pact with PAS is a double-edged 

sword for UMNO. It was clear from the start that UMNO played down its pact with 

PAS.  For instance, towards the end of the campaign, Warisan played the race and 

religion card by arguing that PAS is more dangerous than PSS – alluding that UMNO is 

in collaboration with a conservative party. In the case of Kimanis, this did not gain 

much traction as UMNO still win the election.  

Nonetheless, PAS will be a double-edged sword for UMNO. This is because even as PAS 

would have help UMNO to secure more Malay votes in other parts of Malaysia, this is 

not necessary the case in places like Sabah or even Sarawak.  So how then UMNO 

manage its public perception, especially on its alliance with PAS is critical as it could 

either bring voters for BN or against BN. This will be a perennial challenge for UMNO.  
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Warisan’s Baggage  

Lastly, the Kimanis by-election also reveals the difficulty of Warisan to differentiate 

itself from UMNO.  Voters interviewed indicate that for Warisan, it is merely a case of 

a change of colour- from Blue to White. After all, the key leaders of Warisan are mostly 

former members of UMNO.  

For now, BN leaders could rightly celebrate the Kimanis by-election. But the fragility 

of BN, namely the lack of UMNO leaders in the Sabah chapter and PAS as a close 

alliance will remain as the immediate challenge. As for Warisan, the party needs to 

deliver results and to show to the voters that it can really champion the interests of 

people of Sabah.   

It is clear that the Kimanis by-election has suggested that PH-Warisan is having 

difficulty to retain the support that the party/ coalition received in GE14. Based on the 

voting pattern and the issues surfaced during the campaigning trail, the general 

sentiments of dissatisfaction among voters is not something that is confined in West 

Malaysia, but also East Malaysia. It is also important to note that this is the fifth by-

election won by BN. 

Campaign suggestions and remedies for BN 

DIVERSIFY ATTACK ON WARISAN 
 

1. Focus on is PSS overblown. Preliminary survey indicates PSS ranks No.4 (18%) in 

voter’s touch points after:  

• Job Opportunities – 32%  

• Economic Development – 24%, and,  

• MA63 fulfilment – 20%  

 

2. Attack Record of Candidate – No Development for Bongawan although he has 

served as 5 Terms as ADUN An Assistant Minister BN Secretary General  
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3. Counter attack on Corruption Shafie Apdal - MACC Case/Kem Luar Bandar Peter 

Anthony – Water Department Case Karim Bujang – Resort & Bungalow  

 

4. Attack Warisan Manifesto for PRK Kimanis – Genuine or Copy. Deliverable by 

Karim Bujang based on his record?  

 

5. Stress on Cost of Living Issues  

 

6. Increase Direct Engagement with Voters – House to House Visits by Tok Moh, 

especially BBI and Chinese areas. 

 

7. More Coordinated Ceramahs to show Unity of Opposition There is not enough 

events to show STAR, PBS, SAPP, USNO, USBO, PCS together with BN.  

 

8. Key Messages in PRK Kimanis Do Not Allow Warisan to Pawn Sabah’s Future. This 

is a fight to save Sabah for the future of our Children. Do NOT let Warisan wither 

away Native Rights, Native Land and leave future generations with nothing from 

our still rich natural resources  

 

9. Leverage on BN superior machinery - focus on bringing in the heavy weights to 

campaign because the political star factor helps pull the crowd. 

 

10. Warisan Government was not the direct Choice of Sabah Voters in GE14.  

 

11. UPKO are traitors to the will of the Sabah people. They allowed Warisan to form 

the State government and now supports PSS to wither away Native rights. 

 

TAP ON TOKMOH’S POSITIVE IMAGE 

 

12.  Out of 401 respondents interviewed by INSAP (as at 14 January 2020), a total of 

179 (44.6%) respondents said they think that TokMoh would be a good Member 

of Parliament, while 85 disagreed and 128 remained neutral.  
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Having outlined Karim Bujang and Warisan’s weaknesses in the last 11 days, BN 

should also focus on TokMoh’s positiveness (persona, vision and plans for 

Kimanis) to win the support for its candidate, and especially to capture the votes 

from the fence-sitters or the “neutrals”. TokMoh must amplify his presence on 

the ground, moving beyond ceramahs, reaching out personally to as many voters 

in the last sprint before polling day. 

 

Forecast of P176 Kimanis : What INSAP Survey Reveals 

• INSAP Survey suggests BN will likely again lose N23 Bongawan by a hair, around 

-70 votes, compared with loss of -242 votes in GE14. 

• BN will likely retain N24 Membakut by just over 700 votes compared to a 291 

votes win in GE14. 

• Therefore BN is forecast to likely win P176 Kimanis by just over 600 votes 

compared with 156 vote majority in GE14. However, as INSAP’s survey indicates 

that there are nearly 2,500 fence sitters, this group may yet change the INSAP 

forecast outcome. 

Significantly, the BBI vote bank is tied at the moment at 45:45 support rate and more 

efforts must be place to campaign in BBI PDMs. This engagement by BN is lacking. 

INSAP suggests that: 

a. Opposition parties with influence in BBI PDMs must work in concert with the 

candidate, Tok Moh, to turn votes for BN among fence sitters. That means 

getting Parti Bersatu Sabah, Star Sabah and Parti Cinta Sabah to pitch in. 

b. Special attention be paid to PDMs where expected majority are below 100 to 

ensure that these PDMs are full secured, and/or won over with hot button 

issues, as well as personal visits by the candidate to the localities in the final 

push. Leverage on Anifah’s  achievements such as Sabah Oil and Gas Terminal 

(SOGT), Kimanis Power Station and Shafie’s failure to heed Kimanis Voters’ 
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requests for better infrastructure when Shafie was Federal Rural Development 

Minister with over RM30 billion a year to spend under the BN administration 

More efforts must be made to engage youth voters. Puteri Umno’s activities in Tamus, 

while drawing attention in Kimanis, do not actually engage the youth voters. Warisan 

is holding a Jobs Carnival to show youths that the government understands what they 

really want, jobs. Warisan is also bringing artists to perform in their ceramahs to lure 

youths to attend their engagements 

UPKO and Warisan are making strong efforts to engage with Christian KDM 

communities, including organising Christmas and New Year celebrations with lucky 

draws. There are reports that Warisan deputy president Peter Anthony is following the 

Operasi Tataba playbook by giving Christian communities chainsaws, grass cutters, 

power generators, band musical instruments, football team jerseys etc. Operasi 

Tataba was a BN programme funded directly by Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) in GE13 

to aid Sabah Christian Communities. 

Post Kimanis By-election  

Post polling comments by Think Tanks and Academics  

• Ilham Centre’s chief executive officer Azlan Zainal said Warisan has failed to 

unravel the PSS issue in a structured and comprehensive manner. “As a local 

party, Warisan had advantage in the early stages of the by-election, but it failed 

to explain the PSS issue constructively and that cost it at the very end. BN, on 

the other hand, gained its momentum at the last round of the by-election. They 

received help from civil societies on the PSS issue and BN successfully won over 

the undecided voters.  

Source : https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/s/213506 

https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/s/213506
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• Terengganu Strategic and Integrity Institute (TSIS) chief executive Wan Mat 

Sulaiman pointed out that votes obtained by BN had increased in all but three 

district polling centres compared to its May 2018 polling results. The three out 

of 19 districts where BN fared worse than Pakatan Harapan’s Parti Warisan 

Sabah were Binsulok, Pimping and Brunei. This, he said shows that BN and 

Sabah Umno were not “fully incapacitated” yet. BN’s candidate victory, Datuk 

Mohamad Alamin defeating Datuk Karim Bujang in Kimanis is a victory that 

cannot be looked down on as it was a total victory. What is more significant is 

that details of votes obtained by the BN candidates in the Kimanis poll according 

to voting districts showed increased votes in all but three districts,” he said in a 

statement here 

Source : https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/01/19/kimanis-victory-

shows-sabah-umno-and-bn-not-fully-incapacitated-yet-think-t/1829525 

• Terengganu Strategic and Integrity Institute (TSIS) chief executive Wan Mat 

Sulaiman said Shafie was far from achieving the “big man” level in Sabah politics 

as the one that stood out the most in Kimanis was its former elected 

representative, Datuk Seri Anifah Aman. “Warisan’s position as a ruling party 

also failed to provide additional advantages to its candidate because the 

majority of voters were not influenced by cash handouts, contributions and 

development promises, economy and state issues.Apart from Datuk Seri Anifah 

Aman’s personal involvement, the presence of leaders from MCA, PBS, PBRS 

and STAR also helped to portray Muafakat Nasional’s inclusiveness. 

Source : https://www.msn.com/en-my/news/national/why-did-warisan-lose-

kimanis-too-much-focus-on-shafie-failed-strategies-says-think-tank/ar-

BBZ6YA2?li=BBr8Hnu 

https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/01/19/kimanis-victory-shows-sabah-umno-and-bn-not-fully-incapacitated-yet-think-t/1829525
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/01/19/kimanis-victory-shows-sabah-umno-and-bn-not-fully-incapacitated-yet-think-t/1829525
https://www.msn.com/en-my/news/national/why-did-warisan-lose-kimanis-too-much-focus-on-shafie-failed-strategies-says-think-tank/ar-BBZ6YA2?li=BBr8Hnu
https://www.msn.com/en-my/news/national/why-did-warisan-lose-kimanis-too-much-focus-on-shafie-failed-strategies-says-think-tank/ar-BBZ6YA2?li=BBr8Hnu
https://www.msn.com/en-my/news/national/why-did-warisan-lose-kimanis-too-much-focus-on-shafie-failed-strategies-says-think-tank/ar-BBZ6YA2?li=BBr8Hnu
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• Sabah UiTM senior lecturer Asri Salleh said Karim had served five terms as the 

Bongawan assemblyman from 1990 to 2013, four of them under Barisan 

Nasional. 

 

“People still hold grudges against him. There is a lack of development in 

Bongawan and he only appears during election periods. He was largely invisible 

after that,” he told FMT.“He is more famous for his sarang burung walit (bird’s 

nest) and resort, than for infrastructure development for Bongawan,” he 

added. 

Tony Paridi Bagang, also of Sabah UiTM, said Karim’s argument that Kimanis, a 

BN stronghold, had no significant development under BN during Anifah Aman’s 

three tenures since 2004 as MP had backfired. Kimanis, and essentially 

Bongawan, remains a semi-rural area till this day. 

“What did (Karim) do when he was the YB (elected representative) there? He 

served for a long time. In fact being an assemblyman there previously, he should 

be able to develop his area as he knows well the local issues in the villages,” 

Bagang said. 

Source:https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/01/19/writing-is-on-the-

wall-for-warisan-after-defeat-in-kimanis-say-analysts/ 

 

• Dr Mohd Yusri Ibrahim – Chief Researcher Ilham Centre 

PSS MERANAPKAN WARISAN DI KIMANIS (PSS Destroyed Warisan in Kimanis)  

1. Barisan Nasional (BN) mengekalkan kerusi P176 Kimanis menewaskan Parti 

Warisan Sabah (Warisan) dengan majoriti lebih besar berbanding yang 

diperolehi dalam PRU14 lepas. 

https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/01/19/writing-is-on-the-wall-for-warisan-after-defeat-in-kimanis-say-analysts/
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/01/19/writing-is-on-the-wall-for-warisan-after-defeat-in-kimanis-say-analysts/
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BN defeated Warisan and retained the P176 Kimanis seat with a bigger majority 

votes as compared to GE14.  

2.  Di pertengahan kempen, Warisan memiliki kelebihan dengan kecenderungan 

pengundi terhadap mereka yang berstatus parti pemerintah dan parti lokal 

Sabah. 

In the midst of the campaign, Warisan was favoured by voters because it is the 

incumbent and it is a local Sabah party.  

3. Namun mereka berhadapan dengan isu Pas Sementara Sabah (PSS) yang 

bergerak umpama bola salji, semakin membesar dan membesar menghampiri 

hari pembuangan undi. 

But the PSS issued has snowballed to a larger concern nearer to the polling day, 

which became a challenge for Warisan.  

4. BN yang dibantu oleh beberapa NGO tempatan memanfaatkan sepenuhnya isu 

PSS ini untuk membentuk gelombang protes dan penolakan terhadap Warisan. 

BN which was assisted by a few local NGOs and capitalized on the issue, 

subsequently forming a protest wave against Warisan.  

5. BN berjaya mengheret isu ini hingga ke hari pengundian, sentimen penolakan 

terhadap PSS begitu hangat di pusat-pusat pembuangan undi, termasuk jadi 

bahan untuk petugas-petugas BN merayu undi. 

BN managed to drag the issue towards the polling day. The sentiment of 

rejecting PSS was strong in the different polling stations, and it has been used 

as a campaigning issue for BN political canvassers.  
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6.  Walaupun memiliki kelebihan di pertengahan kempen, Warisan tersungkur 

pada hari penentuan apabila gagal menangani kebimbangan dan ketakutan 

pengundi terhadap pelaksanaan PSS ini. 

Although Warisan has the advantage in the midst of the campaign, Warisan 

failed to allay the fear and anxiety of voters on the PSS issue. 

7.  Hari terakhir penyelidik ILHAM Centre berada di lapangan iaitu pada 14 Januari 

2020, kami mengesan lapan peratus pemilih yang mengundi Warisan dalam 

PRU14 bersedia memberi undi kepada BN dalam PRK ini kerana memprotes isu 

PSS. 

In the last day of campaign on 14 January 2020, ILHAM Centre found that 8 % 

of the voters who voted for Warisan were willing to vote for BN in protest of 

the PSS issue.  

8.  Bersandarkan data semasa yang menunjukkan Warisan masih mendahului, 

kami meramal Warisan mempunyai kelebihan untuk memenangi 

pertembungan ini. Namun dalam masa sama menjangkakan kelebihan tersebut 

akan dirampas sekiranya Warisan gagal menangani isu PSS yang membesar 

umpama bola salji menuju hari pengundian. 

Based on the earlier data, we predicted that Warisan has the advantage to win 

this election. But at the same time, this advantage can be neutralized if Warisan 

fail to address the PSS issue which has been snowballed towards the polling 

day. 

9. Situasi tersebut benar-benar berlaku, gelombang PSS tidak terbendung oleh 

Warisan, tewas dengan majoriti lebih besar kepada BN yang meneruskan rentak 

kemenangan beberapa siri PRK. 
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Such situation indeed happened. The PSS wave could not be contained by 

Warisan, and hence BN won the majority of the vote shares.  

10.  Pengundi Kimanis telah memberi isyarat jelas menolak Warisan dengan 

memilih BN, pilihan mereka perlu dihormati, suara rakyat suara keramat. 

Kimanis voters had given a clear signal to reject Warisan by choosing BN. Their 

choices have to be respected.  

11.  Kemenangan di Kimanis ini memberi momentum besar kepada BN menuju 

PRU15 nanti. Setelah Semenanjung dan Sabah, BN hanya perlu berkira-kira 

menyusun strategi untuk bertapak semula di Sarawak bagi melengkapkan 

seluruh puzzle mereka. 

The KImanis by-election victory gives a stronger momentum to BN to face GE15. 

After Peninsular and Sabah, BN only needs to recalibrate its strategy to find its 

footing in Sarawak to complete their puzzle.  

12.  PH yang sedang demam teruk memerlukan 'turning point' untuk memulihkan 

kembali sokongan rakyat kepada mereka, sehingga hari ini belum kelihatan 

tanda-tanda 'feel good' yang boleh mengembalikan sokongan yang mereka 

perolehi dalam PRU14 lepas. 

PH needs a ‘turning point’ to recover the support of the voters. At present, 

there is no visible ‘feel good’ to suggests that PH can get the support that they 

get during GE 14.  

13.  Setelah sekian lama ILHAM Centre mengekalkan ketepatan dalam meramal 

pemenang dalam siri-siri PRK, kami terkhilaf di Kimanis. Sebagai ketua 

penyelidik, saya mengambil tanggung jawab penuh atas kekhilafan kali pertama 

ini. 
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ILHAM has been maintaining its accuracy in its prediction in the past by-

elections but we made a mistake this time. As chief researcher, I take ownership 

of all responsibility of this first mistake.  

14. Menutup tirai PRK P176 Kimanis, diskusi seharusnya tidak terhenti tentang parti 

mana yang menang dan parti mana yang kalah, keutamaan seharusnya 

difokuskan kepada kebajikan dan keperluan rakyat. 

As the Kimanis by-election comes to an end, the discussion should not stop with 

which party win and which party lose, priority should be given on the welfare 

and needs of the people. 

15. Tinjauan kami di sana menunjukkan rakyat masih hidup dalam tahap sosio 

ekonomi (SES) terdesak yang perlu diberi perhatian oleh pihak kerajaan dan 

pihak yang memenangi PRK ini. 

Our observation shows that people in KImanis is still living in dire socio 

economic state. The government needs to give its due attention on this to win 

this by-election.  

16.  Sebagai contoh, sampai bila kita hendak melihat sebahagian penduduk 

Bongawan mengharungi perjalanan yang begitu jauh hanya untuk 

mengeluarkan duit RM50 kerana mesin ATM tiada di tempat mereka? 

For instance, until when should we see Bongawan residents to go through such 

a long journey just to go to withdraw RM 50 just because there is no ATM 

machine in their area? 

17.  Kemudahan ATM ini hanyalah satu contoh kecil di celah-celah ribuan lagi isu 

kebajikan rakyat yang kami temui di Kimanis seperti bekalan elektrik, bekalan 

air bersih, jalan berturap dan sebagainya yang perlu diberi perhatian. Rakyat 
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perlu disantuni sepanjang masa dengan jiwa yang luhur, bukan sekadar digula-

gulakan sewaktu musim pilihanraya. 

The ATM facility is only one example. Electric supply, water supply, clean water, 

and TAR road and others needed attention as well. The voters need to be given 

attention all the time, and not just during election season.  

18.  Sepanjang kempen PRK ini majoriti menteri negeri dan persekutuan datang 

berkampung di sini, menyantuni pengundi seolah-olah rakyat begitu penting 

dan berharga. Apakah selepas ini sekali lagi penduduk Kimanis akan ditinggal 

sepi tanpa sebarang perbezaan berbanding sebelumnya? 

During the campaigning period, a majority of the state ministers and federal 

ministers came and meet the voters. However, are the residents of Kimanis 

going to be abandoned after this and that there will not be any differences from 

before the election? 

19. Menyantuni rakyat secara bermusim sewaktu pilihanraya bukanlah budaya 

politik matang dalam sebuah negara demokrasi yang bercita-cita ingin 

mencapai tahap negara maju. Janganlah suatu hari nanti ada rakyat marhain 

berdoa supaya ada wakil rakyat meninggal sebagai usaha supaya nasib mereka 

diberi perhatian. 

To greet the people during electoral season only is part of a mature political 

culture, especially in a democratic country that aspire to achieved a developed 

nation status. It will be horrible when the people had to pray for the death of 

the political representatives just so that their situation can be given attention.  

20. Pilihanraya bukan tentang parti politik semata-mata, pilihanraya adalah 

tentang rakyat. Pilihanraya yang matang seharusnya menyuburkan pohon 
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demokrasi, buahnya yang sedap seharusnya dinikmati oleh rakyat, anak semua 

bangsa. 

Election is not merely about political party; election is about the people. Mature 

election should sow seeds of democracy which can be enjoy by the people.  

• Head of Research of Ilham Centre, Mohd Yusri Ibrahim admitted that they 

prediction of the Warisan Sabah’s victory is inaccurate. 

In his Facebook page, he stated that, “After all these years of maintaining 

accuracy in predicting the winners of all by-elections, we made an error this 

thime in Kimanis. Yusri added that he will take full responsibility in this error. 

Previously, Ilham Centre argued that BN will lose the Kimanis by-election. They 

also argued that issues of Malay sentiments, unity of the Malay-Muslims and 

Muafakat Nasional is not relevant in Kimanis.  

Source: https://malaysiagazette.com/2020/01/19/kami-terkhilaf-di-kimanis-ilham-centre/ 

 

• University Science Malaysia (USM), Professor Dr Sivamurugan Pandian said 

that the difficulty to win the fence sitters is the reason that contribute to PH’s 

defeat in the Kimanis by-election. Voters rejected the prediction that Karim 

Bujang will win the election. He further added that what happened in the latter 

part of the campaign is what helped the fence sitters to decide their voting 

pattern.   

Source: https://www.sinarharian.com.my/article/66517/PRU/PRK-Kimanis/Pengundi-

atas-pagar-punca-PH-tewas-di-Kimanis 

 

 

https://malaysiagazette.com/2020/01/19/kami-terkhilaf-di-kimanis-ilham-centre/
https://www.sinarharian.com.my/article/66517/PRU/PRK-Kimanis/Pengundi-atas-pagar-punca-PH-tewas-di-Kimanis
https://www.sinarharian.com.my/article/66517/PRU/PRK-Kimanis/Pengundi-atas-pagar-punca-PH-tewas-di-Kimanis
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Pakatan Harapan and Warisan  

• Mahathir Mohamad 

Prime Minister Dr Mahathir Mohamad said Warisan's defeat in the Kimanis by-

election today could be because the voters in that parliamentary constituency 

had yet to embrace the Pakatan Harapan administration. "Everything that we 

do takes time, like the new policy for agriculture, we cannot do it today and 

expect results overnight, it takes time,” Dr Mahathir told journalists at an event 

in Alor Setar. 

Source : https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/507612  

 

• Pakatan Harapan Youth Secretary - Razeef Rakimin 

Sabah Pakatan Harapan Youth secretary Razeef Rakimin said the government’s 

failure in fulfilling manifesto and its promises, as well as PSS issue were the main 

reason for people's rejection towards Warisan-led government. 

Source:  https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2020/01/557786/warisan-admits-kimanis-

defeat-points-pss-rejection-main-reason 

 

• Azmin Ali 

Parti Warisan Sabah's failure to capture the Kimanis parliamentary seat should 

not be misconstrued as declining support for Pakatan Harapan, says Economic 

Affairs Minister Datuk Seri Mohamed Azmin Ali. Therefore the issue of declining 

support does not arise."As Kimanis is a rural constituency, we need more time 

to convince voters of our initiatives to bridge the rural-urban gap," he told the 

https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/507612
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2020/01/557786/warisan-admits-kimanis-defeat-points-pss-rejection-main-reason
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2020/01/557786/warisan-admits-kimanis-defeat-points-pss-rejection-main-reason
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media after visiting a market in Ampang together with Housing and Local 

Government Minister Zuraida Kamaruddin. 

Source: https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/19/kimanis-loss-does-not-

mean-support-for-pakatan-is-declining-says-azmin 

 

• Ahmad Faizal Azumu 

Barisan Nasional’s victory in the Kimanis by-election is a signal for Pakatan 

Harapan to strengthen their relationship among component parties, says Datuk 

Seri Ahmad Faizal Azumu.The Perak Mentri Besar, who is also Perak Bersatu 

chairman, said there are various issues which caused the people of Kimanis to 

take such a stand. 

“However Pakatan should look at the positive side of the outcome by ensuring 

issues which need improvements, and for them to work on it.” 

“For instance, issues close to the heart of the bumiputra, especially in Kimanis 

must be taken seriously,” he told reporters after attending an education 

sustainability programme held at SK Sungai Rokam here. 

Source : https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/19/kimanis-result-signal-for-

pakatan-to-forge-stronger-ties-with-its-component-parties-says-ahmad-faizal 

 

• Lim Guan Eng 

Lim Guan Eng argued that the Kimanis by-election is not the only measurement 

on PH’s performance. Instead, it should be seen from a broader concept. He 

added that we should look at the overall results – based on the results of the 

previous general election.  

https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/19/kimanis-loss-does-not-mean-support-for-pakatan-is-declining-says-azmin
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/19/kimanis-loss-does-not-mean-support-for-pakatan-is-declining-says-azmin
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/19/kimanis-result-signal-for-pakatan-to-forge-stronger-ties-with-its-component-parties-says-ahmad-faizal
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/19/kimanis-result-signal-for-pakatan-to-forge-stronger-ties-with-its-component-parties-says-ahmad-faizal
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Source : https://malaysiagazette.com/2020/01/19/prk-bukan-ukuran-prestasi-ph-guan-eng/ 

• Shafie Apdal  

Parti Warisan Sabah president Datuk Seri Mohd Shafie Apdal says he has 

accepted the defeat in Kimanis and assured that the state government would 

continue to assist the people there. "We are still the government. We will 

continue to provide assistance as the people in the area need it," said the Chief 

Minister. The people have decided and we accept their decision," he said after 

attending a Christmas and New Year open house hosted by state Rural 

Development Minister Datuk Ewon Benedick in Kota Belud on Sunday. 

Source : https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/19/shafie-sabah-govt-will-still-

provide-assistance-in-kimanis-despite-warisan039s-by-election-defeat 

 

• Shafie Apdal  

Chief Minister, Shafie Apdal guaranteed that all promises made at the Kimanis 

by-election will be fulfilled although it is the opposition who won the election.  

He added that the government has not changed, and hence assistance will 

continued to be given to the people who needs it.  

Source :https://www.borneotoday.net/shafie-saya-terima-kekalahan-janji-tetap-ditunaikan/ 

 

• Salahuddin Ayub 

Parti Amanah Negara deputy president Datuk Seri Salahuddin Ayub said, “We 

have fought well and it was a tough fight. But we are satisfied with the help and 

assistance given throughout the campaign. 

https://malaysiagazette.com/2020/01/19/prk-bukan-ukuran-prestasi-ph-guan-eng/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/19/shafie-sabah-govt-will-still-provide-assistance-in-kimanis-despite-warisan039s-by-election-defeat
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/19/shafie-sabah-govt-will-still-provide-assistance-in-kimanis-despite-warisan039s-by-election-defeat
https://www.borneotoday.net/shafie-saya-terima-kekalahan-janji-tetap-ditunaikan/
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Source : https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2020/01/557882/kimanis-election-tough-

fight-warisan-it-bn-stronghold 

 

• Darrell Leiking 

Whilst we apologise for any shortcomings, our sincerest Thank you and 

Gratitude to all our Hard working Party Supporters and to all our Campaigners 

for their tireless sacrifices and great fellowship during the Kimanis By Election. 

Thank you as well to our Fellow Pakatan Harapan and UPKO comrades. We did 

our best. 

Thank you as well to every Votes that we had received for Warisan during the 

By Election and we appreciate your trust in our cause. 

We may have lost this Round but the President, myself and colleagues are 

driven to pick up the pieces and to restrategise the party as to the way we began 

at its inception and at the same to deliver all that we can as a Government. We 

shall overcome all. 

Our sincere Congratulations to the winning party and to the New Member of 

Parliment for Kimanis. 

Though we lost this By Election, we shall continue to do our best efforts for 

Sabah, for its￼ rights, its future and to deliver to all Sabah constituencies. 

Thank you, Terima Kasih and Kotohuadan to all. 

• Junz Wong  

With a heavy heart, we have to accept defeat and respect the decision of the 

people who have protested against PSS. 

https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2020/01/557882/kimanis-election-tough-fight-warisan-it-bn-stronghold
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2020/01/557882/kimanis-election-tough-fight-warisan-it-bn-stronghold
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Kimanis is always going to be a tough fight as it is the stronghold of BN. But, we 

will learn from our mistakes in Kimanis and improve for the future of Sabah. 

Most importantly, we have to continue to working harder to touch the hearts 

and listen to the voices of our fellow Sabahans. 

Barisan Nasional  

• Najib Razak  

Barisan Nasional’s (BN) Datuk Mohamad Alamin handsome victory in the 

Kimanis by-election showed that the people have rejected the government’s 

plan to implement the Sabah Temporary Pass (PSS), said former Prime Minister 

Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak. “What they (the Government) should do is to 

respect the decision of the the people and voters – to do away with the PSS,” 

added Najib.He also said that the BN’s victory meant that the current 

government must now expedite the completion of its abandoned projects – 

specifically the Pan Borneo Highway Project.“This was an excellent victory for 

Barisan Nasional even though we are the opposition, both at the state and 

federal level,” added Najib. He said the victory illustrated the aspirations and 

the needs of the people – not just in the context of Kimanis alone but Sabah as 

a whole. 

Source: https://www.theborneopost.com/2020/01/19/bns-handsome-victory-in-kimanis-by-

election-means-people-against-pss/ 

• Bung Moktar Radin  

https://www.theborneopost.com/2020/01/19/bns-handsome-victory-in-kimanis-by-election-means-people-against-pss/
https://www.theborneopost.com/2020/01/19/bns-handsome-victory-in-kimanis-by-election-means-people-against-pss/
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Datuk Bung Moktar Radin today said Barisan Nasional (BN) and Sabah Umno’s 

win in the Kimanis by-election is a sign that the party is regaining people’s trust 

after a mass exodus of its leaders more than a year ago. 

The Sabah Umno chairman said today’s victory was a meaningful one for the 

party because they managed to gather support from Kimanis voters across all 

ethnicities. 

“I am confident that Umno Sabah will get past its mistakes and be able to 

move forward. We will work with local parties and be prepared to come back 

strong in the next general election,” he said. Bung said BN earned a 

resounding win by winning 62 out of 70 streams in the 19 polling districts. 

“This means all races, Chinese, Kadazan, Sungai, Bajau, all of them supported 

us,” he said. 

Source : https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/01/18/bung-mokhtar-

voters-have-made-it-clear-time-for-umno-sabah-to-move-forward/1829374 

• Tok Moh 

Datuk Mohamad Alamin went to the tamu (weekly market) in Membakut, fresh 

after winning the Kimanis seat to thank the people for voting for him. 

Mohamad spent about an hour and a half chatting with the people, and even 

went behind a drinks stall to help serve beverages to locals. 

"This walkabout is my first programme after being announced as winner of the 

seat and I will proceed to Bongawan town later. 

"While this is not the first time I become a YB (past experience as Bongawan 

assemblyman), I will use this chance to bring matters close to the people's 

https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/01/18/bung-mokhtar-voters-have-made-it-clear-time-for-umno-sabah-to-move-forward/1829374
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/01/18/bung-mokhtar-voters-have-made-it-clear-time-for-umno-sabah-to-move-forward/1829374
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hearts to parliament level," the Kimanis Umno division chief told reporters 

later. 

Source : https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/19/newly-minted-kimanis-

mp-visits-people-on-the-ground-to-thank-them-for-their-support 

 

Post Kimanis By Election : Cancellation of PSS  

Four days after the Kimanis by-election, Chief Minister Datuk Seri Mohd Shafie Apdal 

announced that the implementation of the Sabah Temporary Pass on June 1 will be 

scrapped. He said that the State Cabinet’s decision will be forwarded to the Home 

Ministry. 34 This is probably a damage control on Warisan’s side after the by-election. 

The state government realized that PSS is sensitive issue and will costs them votes, 

hence, the changes.  

Pledges to be Monitored  

BN Warisan  

To return MA 63 

During the Kimanis by-election 

campaign, Zahid Hamidi said that 

should BN won back the Federal 

government, the promise of MA63 will 

be fully implemented. He further 

states he is committed to implement it 

within 100 days and this is his promise 

for the people of Sabah and Sarawak. 

Counter argument on MA 63 

However, UPKO President Wilfred Madius 

Tangau today cautioned UMNO president 

Ahmad Zahidi Hamidi against making 

promises he is not likely to keep. He said 

Zahid had promised to implement 100% of 

the terms of the Malaysia Agreement 1963 

(MA63) if Barisan Nasional recaptures 

Putrajaya in the next general election. If 

that is the case, would Zahid be willing to 

remove Islam as the official religion of 

 
34 Daily Express. 2020.BREAKING: PSS scrapped, says Shafie 

http://www.dailyexpress.com.my/news/146604/breaking-pss-scrapped-says-
shafie/#.XigCesdEJqw.facebook (Accessed 22 January 2020)  

https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/19/newly-minted-kimanis-mp-visits-people-on-the-ground-to-thank-them-for-their-support
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/01/19/newly-minted-kimanis-mp-visits-people-on-the-ground-to-thank-them-for-their-support
http://www.dailyexpress.com.my/news/146604/breaking-pss-scrapped-says-shafie/#.XigCesdEJqw.facebook
http://www.dailyexpress.com.my/news/146604/breaking-pss-scrapped-says-shafie/#.XigCesdEJqw.facebook
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He further states that it is the Sabah 

rights should be returned.  

Source : 

https://www.hmetro.com.my/muta

khir/2020/01/533639/prk-kimanis-

laksana-tuntutan-ma63-saya-janji-

ahmad-zahid 

 

Sabah, Tangau asked. “Matters related to 

MA63 are not something one should play 

with. Do not simply use the agreement to 

gain power again. 

Source : 

https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/cate

gory/nation/2020/01/13/dont-make-

promises-you-cant-keep-says-upko-chief-

to-zahid/ 

 

Comparing Performances between 

BN and Warisan 

Mohamad Alamin, “TokMoh” banking 

on Warisan’s failure during the 

campaign:  

 

“BN did not do any survey (on 

predictions). We just talk to the 

people during ceramah and house-to-

house campaigns on the current 

economic status and the huge 

differences between BN and the 

Pakatan Harapan (PH) government”. 

Source:  : 

https://www.nst.com.my/news/politi

cs/2020/01/557285/bn-banks-

performance-and-policy-

comparisons-win-kimanis 

To transform Human Capital 

Karim Bujang pledge to transform human 

capital for the benefit of the constituency 

Source :   

https://www.thesundaily.my/local/karim-

pledges-to-transform-kimanis-if-given-

mandate-DL1850072\\ 

• To focus on developing the economy  

• To focus on creating employment 

and entrepreneurship opportunities 

for the youths.  

• To develop basic infrastructure and 

facilities in identified location.  

 

Special Development District 

Warisan campaigned to establish the 

“Special Development District” through the 

Lembaga Kemajuan Kimanis (LKK) like how 

https://www.hmetro.com.my/mutakhir/2020/01/533639/prk-kimanis-laksana-tuntutan-ma63-saya-janji-ahmad-zahid
https://www.hmetro.com.my/mutakhir/2020/01/533639/prk-kimanis-laksana-tuntutan-ma63-saya-janji-ahmad-zahid
https://www.hmetro.com.my/mutakhir/2020/01/533639/prk-kimanis-laksana-tuntutan-ma63-saya-janji-ahmad-zahid
https://www.hmetro.com.my/mutakhir/2020/01/533639/prk-kimanis-laksana-tuntutan-ma63-saya-janji-ahmad-zahid
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/01/13/dont-make-promises-you-cant-keep-says-upko-chief-to-zahid/
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/01/13/dont-make-promises-you-cant-keep-says-upko-chief-to-zahid/
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/01/13/dont-make-promises-you-cant-keep-says-upko-chief-to-zahid/
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2020/01/13/dont-make-promises-you-cant-keep-says-upko-chief-to-zahid/
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2020/01/557285/bn-banks-performance-and-policy-comparisons-win-kimanis
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2020/01/557285/bn-banks-performance-and-policy-comparisons-win-kimanis
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2020/01/557285/bn-banks-performance-and-policy-comparisons-win-kimanis
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2020/01/557285/bn-banks-performance-and-policy-comparisons-win-kimanis
https://www.thesundaily.my/local/karim-pledges-to-transform-kimanis-if-given-mandate-DL1850072/
https://www.thesundaily.my/local/karim-pledges-to-transform-kimanis-if-given-mandate-DL1850072/
https://www.thesundaily.my/local/karim-pledges-to-transform-kimanis-if-given-mandate-DL1850072/
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it is in Bintulu Sarawak. Shafie Apdal has 

asked Petronas not to send gas to Bintulu 

but to Kimanis.  

 

To build Pelabuhan Baru Laut Dalam  

LKK will co-operate with Lembaga 

Pelabuhan-Pelabuhan Sabah (LPPS) and 

that the Pelabuhan Baru Laut Dalam will be 

built. 

  

To produce more entrepreneurs in the 

veterinary and agriculture sector  

To focus on producing more entrepreneurs 

in the veterinary and agriculture sector, 

and to develop the agriculture and 

husbandry sector. 

 

To set up a new district office in Kimanis 

Sabah government to look into the 

possibility of setting up a new district office 

in the Kimanis Parliamentary constituency 

to make it easier for residents who now 

perform government related transactions.  

Source : 

https://www.thesundaily.my/local/sabah-

govt-mulls-new-district-office-in-kimanis-

DE1886360 

https://www.thesundaily.my/local/sabah-govt-mulls-new-district-office-in-kimanis-DE1886360
https://www.thesundaily.my/local/sabah-govt-mulls-new-district-office-in-kimanis-DE1886360
https://www.thesundaily.my/local/sabah-govt-mulls-new-district-office-in-kimanis-DE1886360
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Sabah Agro-Industrial Precinct (SAIP). 

Worthy to highlight is that the Sabah 

Economic Development and Investment 

Authority (SEDIA) is developing workshops 

through its SAIP training programme at the 

Sabah Agro-Industrial Precinct (SAIP). 

With an estimated area of 185 acres, SAIP 
is envisaged as a centre of excellence in 
agro-biotechnology that optimises the 
state’s biodiversity and abundant natural 
resources to produce higher value-added 
food and specialty products based on 
botanicals, aquatic plants and animals. 

As one of the key economic clusters under 
the Sabah Development Corridor (SDC), 
SAIP serves as a test-bed for carrying out 
biotech-driven research and development 
and to develop biotech-driven businesses. 

Source : 

https://www.theborneopost.com/2018/11

/01/agro-saip-training-programme-

introduces-locals-to-swiflet-business/ 

Kimanis as a key are for Bird’s Nest 

Production 

 Kimanis has been identified as one of the 

key areas for bird’s nest production. It will 

be elevated into a Bird’s Nest Industrial 

Park with a collection centre to drive the 

industry.  50 free bird’s nest houses were 

built statewide through Jabatan 

Perkhidmatan Veterinar, including 20 

houses in Kimanis. Efforts were ongoing to 

https://www.theborneopost.com/2018/11/01/agro-saip-training-programme-introduces-locals-to-swiflet-business/
https://www.theborneopost.com/2018/11/01/agro-saip-training-programme-introduces-locals-to-swiflet-business/
https://www.theborneopost.com/2018/11/01/agro-saip-training-programme-introduces-locals-to-swiflet-business/
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plant ‘tukuns’ along the coastal areas of 

Kimanis all the way from Kuala Penyu to 

Paper, this will create a more stable 

ecosystem for fish, resulting in better yields 

for fishermen. There are plans to plant at 

least 30 to 50 more ‘tukun’ this year.  

There is also existing policy to sink every 

illegal Vietnamese boat caught fishing in 

Sabah waters. 

Source: 

https://www.theborneopost.com/2020/01

/04/kimanis-to-have-birds-nest-industrial-

park/ 

 

Comparisons of Sabah State Development Plan Under BN and under Warisan  

Sabah State Development Plan under the BN. 

Chief Minister: Tan Sri Musa Aman  

Pelan Halatuju Pembangunan dan Kemajuan Sabah  - (Halatuju)  

Introduced as a Master Plan by the former state government in 2003. 

Objective: To bring development and progress to Sabah  

1. Economy Agenda 

(with three thrust sectors – agriculture, tourism and manufacturing) 

2. Social Development Agenda 

• To eradicate the hardcore poor and the rural poor, thus reducing the high 

rate of poverty in the state 

https://www.theborneopost.com/2020/01/04/kimanis-to-have-birds-nest-industrial-park/
https://www.theborneopost.com/2020/01/04/kimanis-to-have-birds-nest-industrial-park/
https://www.theborneopost.com/2020/01/04/kimanis-to-have-birds-nest-industrial-park/
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• Providing basic infrastructures like water, electricity and low and medium 

cost houses 

• State Working Committee on Poverty Eradication will be reactivated to 

coordinate and monitor the various programmes undertaken 

• To ensure the Bumiputera are not marginalized in the process of 

development (especially in the urban areas) 

• To improve both the standard and quality of life 

• Cleanliness and conducive environment both in the urban and rural areas. 

 

3. Political Agenda 

• A resounding win for Barisan Nasional in the coming state election 

• Strengthening unity amongst the various ethnic groups through the concept 

and practice of ‘Unity in Diversity’ 

• This strengthening of unity will be based on ‘ethnic trust building’ 

• To ensure that UMNO’s roles and position as the core component of Barisan 

Nasional remains intact. 

 

4. Human Resource Development Agenda 

5. Agenda to enhance delivery system 

6. Strengthening the Federal and State Relationship Agenda 

Sabah Development Corridor (SDC) 

A development corridor introduced by former Prime Minister, Abdullah Badawi in 

2008 and it is in line with Halatuju introduced by the Sabah state government in 

2003.  

Envisaged to begin in 2008 and to be completed in 2025. 

Aims to triple Sabah’s GDP per capita. 
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Key Objectives: 

• To make Sabah a gateway for trade, investment and tourism 

• To transform the state into a harmonious state regardless of race or religion 

• To create job opportunities in the state 

• To make the state more technology-savvy 

• To make the state a comfortable state to live in 

•  

Sabah State Development Plan under Warisan  

Chief Minister: Shafie Apdal 

10 Development Initiatives 

1. To discuss with the Federal government on issue of MA 63 

2. To create three new ministries (1. Ministry of Education and Innovation, 2. 

Ministry of Citizens’ Health and Prosperity, 3. Ministry of Law and Local 

Affairs)  

3. Scholarship and Assistance programmes for undergraduates 

4. Land ownership by locals 

5. To accelerate the log industry  

6. To empower the civil service 

7. To review and improve the work flow in various sectors  

8. To establish KPI to measure outcomes  

9. To review critical projects 

10. To realign the economic development policy  
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Comparisons 

Halatuju (Under BN) Sabah state development plan (under 

Warisan)  

Strengths:  

• It has been more than 10 years in 

going and there had been 

economic development and an 

increase of revenue for the state 

of Sabah. 

• Strong machinery 

• Familiarity with the local culture 

and people 

 

 

Weaknesses: 

• Hardcore poor and rural poor 

were ubiquitous. 

• Locals struggle with basic 

infrastructures. 

• Lack of job opportunities.  

• Development is uneven – some 

locals do not benefit from the 

development.  

• Not many enjoy the 

improvement in the standard of 

living.  

Strengths: 

• Local appeal – focus on MA63 

and PPS 

• Enjoys a modicum of support 

from the Kadazan Dusun Murut 

community. 

• Not tainted with corruption yet.  

• Would appeal to urban voters 

who are willing to wait for long 

term changes. 

 

Weaknesses: 

• PPS will be a contentious issue 

• Unemployment rate and lack of 

job opportunities  

• Not much results can be 

measured as of now given that 

many of the initiatives require 

time for results. 

• Economic Development Policy is 

very similar with Halatuju – also 

focuses on agriculture and 

tourism. Only difference is that 

Warisan now pays attention to 
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• Corruption was rampant under 

BN. 

• Musa Aman was seen to be 

somewhat autocratic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

industry development. To focus 

on “clean and environmental and 

friendly industries: - can question 

which industry and how. Sounds 

nice in rhetoric but hollow in 

substance.   

• Failure to demand for the 20 

percent oil royalty from the 

Federal government. 

• Can question what are the 

initiatives that have benefitted 

the KDM community.  

 

 

//END 

 


