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PHILIPPINES 

Hontiveros wants China to pay for Philippines’ Covid-19 expenses1 

Senator Ana Theresia Navarro Hontiveros-Baraquel stated that China should shoulder 

the Philippine government’s expenses in responding to the crisis wrought by the 

coronavirus. She further said that this is a way for Asia's largest economy to pay for 

destroying Philippine reefs in the disputed South China Sea. The Chinese, despite the 

pandemic which began in Wuhan, China continued its land reclamation operations and 

illegal fishing activities in the West Philippine Sea leading to more losses for the 

Philippines. The West Philippine Sea is the country's exclusive economic zone in the 

South China Sea, which China claims in near entirety.  

The Philippines government has a huge budget deficit because of Covid-19 and China’s 

ongoing disregard for the nation resources will worsen its economic standing. The 

government should demand for their rights on resources and use it to help the Filipino 

people battle Covid-19. The University of the Philippines’ Marine Science Institution 

reported a P33.1 billion of annual losses through China’s reclamation in the Scarborough 

Shoal and Spratly Islands.  

The losses incurred through the destruction of the Philippines reefs in Scarborough Shoal 

and Spratly Islands is atop P33.1 billion with other economic and heath cost. Hontiveros 

continued to push that China should foot the Philippines’ Covid-19 bill and this money is 

long overdue and the money claim from China could go to government’s efforts in fighting 

the pandemic. US based analyst, Gregory Poling said that China has “steadily” increased 

its presence in disputed portions of the South China Sea while claimant countries 

grappled with the global pandemic.  

Hontiveros also opined that the Philippine Offshore Gaming Operators (POGO) are non-

essential to the economy. It evades taxes and spread corruption and sex trafficking. The 

Philippine government "should also demand" for the P50 billion in unpaid taxes from 

Philippine Offshore Gaming Operators (POGO) instead of allowing the industry to resume 

operations after the enhanced community quarantine in Luzon is lifted. Several Senate 

investigations discovered that the Chinese-operated online gambling firms have not been 

paying their dues to the Philippine government, and have been trafficking casino workers 

and prostitutes into the country. Malacañang however described POGOs as a "cash 

resource" that could be tapped for funds during the coronavirus crisis. Presidential 

spokeperson, Harry Roque agreed that POGOs is indeed a cash resource for the 

 
1 Hontiveros wants China to pay for Philippines’ Covid-19 expenses, ABS-CBN News dated 22 April 2020, 
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/04/22/20/hontiveros-wants-china-to-pay-for-philippines-covid-19-expenses 

https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/04/22/20/hontiveros-wants-china-to-pay-for-philippines-covid-19-expenses
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government however he is more concern of the risk brought about by the reopening of 

the POGOs industry.  

The Chinese Embassy in the Philippines slammed Hontiveros' remarks as "ridiculously 

absurd and irresponsible." China and the Philippine are working closely to fight the 

COVID-19 pandemic and it is ridiculously absurd and irresponsible of a politician to make 

such remarks for the sole purpose of catching eyeballs and for selfish political gains in 

this trying time. China will continue their support and assistance to the Philippines, and 

stand together with the Philippine government and people to jointly tackle the challenges 

and tide over the difficulties. The Chinese government has donated some 102,000 test 

kits, 400,000 surgical masks, 40,000 medical N95 masks, 15,000 medical protective suits, 

5,000 medical face shields and 30 non-invasive ventilators along with a team of Chinese 

medical expert to assist Philippines’ response to the pandemic.  

 

INDONESIA 

Indonesia Hires Tankers to Store Fuel While Seeking Bargains2 

Indonesia is hiring tankers to store refined fuels at sea as it seeks to take advantage of 

plunging prices of oil products such as gasoline and diesel. State-owned PT Pertamina 

has provisionally chartered at least three long-range tankers to store clean fuels, said 

people with knowledge of the matter. The move comes as Indonesia, one of Asia’s biggest 

refined fuel importers, weighs the merits of processing its own crude or buying fuels from 

abroad, which is becoming more cost-effective amid a glut. 

Vessels were booked from the end of April and early May for a minimum of six months 

with an added option for use as floating storage near Singapore or Malaysia’s Sungai 

Linggi, said the people who asked not to be identified as the information isn’t public. 

Earlier, Pertamina had been negotiating with its suppliers to defer April-arriving cargoes 

as demand crashed. 

Grayson Lim. Senior Oil Market Analyst at FGE opined that Pertamina have swiftly 

switched to a new strategy and took advantage of the low-price environment to stock up 

on products instead of producing it. He estimated the demand loss for oil products in 

Indonesia will average to 430,000 barrels a day this quarter due to Covid-19.  

Oil and fuel storage capacity is being stretched worldwide as the coronavirus drives down 

consumption and tanks fill up in major hubs such as Cushing in the U.S., Singapore and 

 
2 Indonesia Hires Tankers to Store Fuel While Seeking Bargains, Bloomberg, dated 20 April 2020,  
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South Africa’s Saldanha Bay. Indonesia and Australia are among the biggest importers 

of refined fuels in Asia with the Northeast Asian nations having enough processing 

capacity to meet their domestic needs. 

Pertamina spokewoman, Fajriyah Usman said that the company plans to add external 

storage when its internal capacity fills up but uncertain about the required amount of ships. 

The company has also started early maintenance at its Sungai Pakning and Balikpapan 

refineries and will gradually reduce operations at Plaju refinery. President Director of 

Pertamina, Nicke Widyawati told Indonesian lawmaker that the company will slash the 

volume of crude it processes by 43% in May. The company plans to use storage owned 

by the government as it seeks to import more oil, and has fuel reserves that can last from 

35 to 91 days. 

According to shipbrokers and data compiled by Bloomberg, Pertamina chartered SCF 

Prudencia, BW Zambesi and Nordvenus which have a capacity of 500,000 barrels each. 

The company which manages Indonesia’s fuel imports as well as exports of crude from 

the country’s oil fields has also sought a ship to store crude oil on a long-term 

timechartered basis. A tender document seen by Bloomberg said that Pertamina is 

looking for an Aframax tanker with capacity of about 650,000 barrels for floating storage 

with ship-to-ship transfer capabilities. The tanker which can carry crude oil or fuel oil is 

scheduled for delivery from 20 May to 30 May with the tender closed at 20 April.  

Pertamina had also issued rare offers for local crude grades such as Duri as well as 

Algeria’s Saharan Blend, which the company imports via long-term contracts. 

 

MALAYSIA 

Malaysia’s Kimanis crude supply to halve in May, June: sources3 

The supply of Malaysia’s flagship crude grade Kimanis will be halved in May and June 

due to weak demand and as the country has agreed to reduce production in a pact with 

major oil producers. Kimanis is produced from the deepwater fields of Gumusut-Kakap 

and Malikai offshore Sabah, which are operated by Royal Dutch Shell. Production at 

these oilfields will be reduced. Reuters sighted a provisional loading program that entails 

the number of Kimanis crude cargoes being reduced to four, down from eight cargoes for 

May. ConocoPhilips will market two of the cargoes, while Petronas and Shell will each 

 
3 Malaysia’s Kimanis crude supply to halve in May, June: sources, Reuters, dated 22 April 2020, 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-malaysia-oil-exports/malaysias-kimanis-crude-supply-to-halve-in-may-june-
sources-idUSKCN2241DD 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-02/oil-tanks-at-vital-africa-hub-almost-full-as-crude-floods-market
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-malaysia-oil-exports/malaysias-kimanis-crude-supply-to-halve-in-may-june-sources-idUSKCN2241DD
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-malaysia-oil-exports/malaysias-kimanis-crude-supply-to-halve-in-may-june-sources-idUSKCN2241DD
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market one. For June, five Kimanis cargoes will be lifted where Petronas will market three, 

loading June 6-10, June 11-15 and June 16-20; ConocoPhilips will market the fourth, 

loading June 21-25; while Shell has the fifth, loading June 26-30. The usual monthly 

Kimanis loaded cargoes are around 10. Shell declined to comment. Petronas did not 

immediately comment. 

Malaysia is part of OPEC+, a grouping of the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 

Countries (OPEC) and its allies including Russia, which have agreed to reduce production 

by 9.7 million barrels per day from May 1 to ease a global supply glut amid the coronavirus 

pandemic. Malaysia’s Minister in charge of economic affairs said that the country has 

agreed to cut its crude oil production by 136,000 bpd for May and June despite being a 

small producer and net importer of oil.  

Last month, May-loading Kimanis crude was traded at a spot premium of around $4 to 

$4.5 a barrel above dated Brent, two Singapore-based oil traders said. But it has since 

come under pressure from falling demand due to strict measures by many governments’ 

measures to limit people’s movement to contain the virus’ spread. There is also a number 

of Asian refiners have moved to reduce their crude processing rates amid falling demand. 

 

CAMBODIA 

Australia and Cambodia work together to boost agriculture sector4 

Australian Ambassador Pablo Kang has met Cambodian Minister of Agriculture, Forestry 

and Fisheries HE Veng Sakhon to discuss strengthening agricultural exports and how 

Australia can assist boosting local food security and rural incomes. The meeting was held 

at the Ministry’s headquarters in Phnom Penh and a key topic was Australia’s signature 

agricultural aid initiative – the Cambodia Agricultural Value Chain Programme (CAVAC) 

– that will provide more than $50 million to mobilise additional advisers to help the 

government maintain food security and resolve supply chain issues in the face of COVID-

19 disruption. The programme will also work with farmers, businesses and government 

to boost agricultural productivity, diversify crops and target new markets, all of which are 

critical given the number of Cambodian workers expected to enter the agriculture sector 

because of job losses elsewhere. 

According to the Australian Embassy, CAVAC has already built irrigation schemes 

providing 12,000 Cambodian farmers with year-round access to irrigated water and is 

 
4 Australia and Cambodia work together to boost agriculture sector, sources: Khmer Times, dated 24 April 2020, 
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50716472/australia-and-cambodia-work-together-to-boost-agriculture-sector/ 

https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50716472/australia-and-cambodia-work-together-to-boost-agriculture-sector/
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supporting 135,000 farmers to improve their farming practices. Additionally, the two also 

discussed the potential for increasing “fragrant rice” exports to the Australian market with 

9,700 tonnes rice having already been exported to Australia in the first three months of 

this year. Allowing some rice trading to continue after Hun Sen banned all exports of white 

rice and paddy to keep for local consumption from earlier this month until further notice 

to keep. According to Lun Yeng, secretary-general of the Cambodia Rice Federation, 

Australia has the potential to be a leading export destination for Cambodia’s fragrant rice 

exports now and general rice exports in the future. 

In a statement released after the meeting, Veng Sakhon stated his profound thanks to the 

Australian Government and people for their continued support for the development of 

Cambodia. “These projects have really contributed to improving productivity, creating jobs, 

ensuring food security, increasing exports, competing to improve living standards, reduce 

poverty, migration and promote national economic growth. In the context that Cambodia 

is facing a global epidemic of deadly COVID-19 and especially in line with the policy of 

Prime Minister Hun Sen, who has called on people to work hard to cultivate and promote 

agricultural production to increase the supply of domestic demand and increase 

productivity to ensure food supply for the daily living of the people and the economy,” 

Veng said. In response, Pablo Kang told Khmer Times: “Australia is proud to be a long-

standing supporter of the agriculture sector in Cambodia. The economic effects of 

COVID-19 make it even more important that we continue to this support, so Cambodian 

farmers can earn incomes and feed their families.” Australia is becoming a new and 

leading potential market for both Cambodia’s premium and general rice exports because 

over the last few years exports from Cambodia to Australia have increased significantly. 

 

MYANMAR 

Chinese carmakers move in Myanmar to battle Japanese rivals5 

Chinese carmakers are ramping up production in Myanmar as they go head to head with 

dominant and entrenched Japanese rivals in the fast-growing market. There was a 

fivefold increase in the number of new cars sold in Myanmar in the three years to 2019, 

when sales hit 21,916 units, according to data from the Automotive Association of 

Myanmar. The figure does not include cars sold by Chinese makers, which are not 

 
5 Chinese carmakers move into Myanmar to battle Japanese rivals, source: Financial Times, dated 23 April 2020, 
https://www.ft.com/content/5f7e76cd-8e57-4cdc-a61b-41d9d08c777e 

https://www.ft.com/content/5f7e76cd-8e57-4cdc-a61b-41d9d08c777e
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members of the association. Industry estimates put annual sales of Chinese vehicles at 

between 2,000 and 3,000 units, or about 10% of market share and growing rapidly. 

Japanese manufacturers are eyeing their new rivals. Fujian-based Soueast Motor is one 

of the leading Chinese brands in Myanmar. Soueast vehicles have sold more than 1,500 

units last year and 500 in the first quarter of this year. The quality of Chinese vehicles has 

improved a lot in the last five years and can compete with Japanese cars that used to 

dominate the market. Soueast opened a factory in Yangon, Myanmar’s biggest city, in 

2019 and now operates eight showrooms. 

Myanmar is an attractive growth area for Chinese carmakers as domestic markets in 

China peaked in 2017 and is now slowing. Severe competition at home prompted 

carmakers to shift production to emerging Asian markets in recent years. In late February, 

China’s Guangzhou Automobile Group and Brilliance Auto participated in the second 

Yangon International Motor Show. Brilliance began making SUVs in June 2019 in Yangon 

and has sold more than 200 cars in about eight months. In August 2019, Shining Star 

Group also opened a plant that assembles Changhe and Chery passenger cars near 

Mandalay. 

The Myanmar government started opening its economy after the country transitioned to 

civilian rule in 2011. It eased restrictions on imported cars, resulting in a huge influx of 

Japanese used cars. But in 2018, the government banned the import of used vehicles 

and promoted local manufacturing in an effort to attract foreign carmakers. To incent 

purchases of domestically made cars, the government waives special goods tax and 

registration fees. To further discourage ownership of imports, buyers are required to 

obtain a “scrap certificate” at a cost of US$9,000. This allows the holder to purchase an 

import - an expense that buyers of new locally made vehicles do not have to bear. 

 

SINGAPORE 

How Singapore flipped from virus hero to cautionary tale6 

In the early days of the coronavirus pandemic, Singapore was a global standard bearer 

for taming the deadly illness. Now it’s home to Southeast Asia’s largest recorded outbreak 

and is racing to regain control. One reason behind this reversal can likely be traced back 

to six days in February, when the earliest sign of what would become an explosion in 

 
6 How Sinapore flipped from virus hero to cautionary tale, source: Bloomberg, dated 21 April 2020, 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-21/how-singapore-flipped-from-virus-hero-to-cautionary-
tale 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-21/how-singapore-flipped-from-virus-hero-to-cautionary-tale
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-21/how-singapore-flipped-from-virus-hero-to-cautionary-tale
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cases among migrant laborers first appeared. It’s a cautionary tale of how even countries 

experienced in handling epidemics can be wrong-footed by this elusive disease, 

particularly when it takes root in disadvantaged communities. In early February, 

Singapore had a low-level outbreak that it was containing effectively without disruptive 

measures. It was being globally lauded for its calm, measured approach to the virus. 

Around the same time, a 39-year-old Bangladeshi national, one of an army of almost 1 

million foreign laborers in Singapore, developed symptoms of the coronavirus. 

In the days after he fell ill, the laborer visited a clinic and a hospital for help, only to be 

sent home each time. Home for the worker was a dormitory where men sleep about 10 

to a room, sharing toilets and cooking facilities. He also visited the Mustafa Centre, a 24-

hour shopping mall popular with migrant laborers and locals alike. It wasn’t until Feb. 7 

that he was admitted to hospital and a day later, tested positive for the virus. The 

Bangladeshi was Singapore’s patient number 42, and the first apparent case among low-

wage foreign workers in the city’s housing dormitories. Infections among migrant laborers 

now account for more than 70% of the country’s 9,125 infections, and Singapore is seeing 

record daily increases in its tally. 

Some health experts said Singapore was slow to revise a response plan honed during its 

experience in 2003 with Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, or SARS. That strategy 

saw the nation focus on hunting down people who had come into contact with an infected 

person, a classic public health approach known as contact tracing. The case of 

Singapore’s Patient 42 shares similarities with that of a patient in South Korea who 

triggered a turning point in that country’s epidemic, which has exceeded more than 10,000 

cases. 

Ten days passed between South Korea’s Patient 31 going to a hospital with symptoms, 

and when she was finally quarantined. In the days between, the woman, a member of a 

religious sect, attended services where people worshipped sitting on the floor, elbow-to-

elbow for two hours at a time. Until then, South Korea was -- just like Singapore -- testing 

people found through contact tracing. But faced with an explosive outbreak within a group 

that has more than 200,000 worshippers, Korean officials rapidly pivoted to a strategy 

known as community testing: it compelled church leaders to hand over a list of its 

members and began testing them all, regardless of whether they showed symptoms or 

had had contact with an infected person. It managed to slow the growth of infection by 

early March and never had to institute a lockdown. 

Singapore’s Ministry of Health didn’t respond to questions on how many foreign laborers 

were tested in the weeks after Patient 42, but officials’ comments indicate that large-scale 

community testing didn’t start until much later. It is now aggressively testing in the foreign 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-02-10/as-asia-panics-one-country-wins-praise-for-approach-to-virus
https://www.mom.gov.sg/documents-and-publications/foreign-workforce-numbers
https://www.moh.gov.sg/news-highlights/details/four-more-cases-discharged-three-new-confirmed-cases-of-novel-coronavirus-infection
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-02-26/how-one-patient-turned-korea-s-virus-outbreak-into-an-epidemic
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labourer community. It is also accelerating the construction of some worker dormitories 

and has shifted thousands of healthy labourers working in essential industries to 

temporary housing facilities that offer more space. These include vacant military camps, 

public housing units and lodgings built out at sea commonly used in the marine industry. 

Manpower Minister Josephine Teo has said that the standard of living in dormitories 

should be bolstered. Doing so over the objection of employers who must bear the higher 

costs is “not only the right thing to do but also in our own interests,” she wrote in a 

Facebook post on April 6. With new cases exceeding 1,000 for a second day on Tuesday, 

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong addressed reporters. He said most of the migrant worker 

infections being discovered are mild cases and vowed that the government would look 

after their health, welfare and livelihoods. 

 

Compilation by: Kevin Lai & Chloe Teoh 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-19/foreign-workers-safer-in-singapore-than-elsewhere-minister-says
https://www.facebook.com/Josephine.LM.Teo/posts/3665600290180906?__tn__=K-R

