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Politics
No PLA invite, says Army, border meeting off
Times of India, 1 May 2020

NEW DELHI: Covid-19 seems to have derailed the customary border personnel meeting (BPM) between
the Indian and Chinese armies along the line of actual control (LAC) on the International Labour Day
every year. “The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) hosts our soldiers at five BPM points along the LAC on
May 1 every year. But there has been no invite by the PLA this time probably due to the coronavirus
pandemic. We will wish them over the hotline between local commanders,” said an Army officer on
Thursday.

The BPMs are held on several occasions every year at Daulat Beg Oldi and Chushul (Ladakh), Bum La
and Kibithu (Arunachal) and Nathu La (Sikkim) as a confidence-building measure between the two
armies ranged against each other along the LAC. The BPMs also serve as an important platform for
resolving issues like troop face offs and confrontations at the local level on the border at the local,
apart from promoting mutual trust and confidence amongst the rival troops

“We also host PLA soldiers on ceremonial occasions like Republic Day and Diwali, while they reciprocate
on Labour Day (May 1) and Chinese National Day (October 1). The interactions are followed by a
cultural programme portraying the rich cultural diversity of the two countries,” said the officer. India
and China, after the major 73-day face off at Doklam near the Sikkim-Bhutan-Tibet tri-junction in 2017,
have worked toward reducing troop confrontations along the LAC with better implementation of CBMs
and greater interaction between local commanders on the ground.

Federal and states to consider providing ration to all
The Tribune, 30 April 2020

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court, on Thursday, left it open to the federal government, concerned states
and Federal Territories to consider the issue of providing ration to those who do not have ration card,
and also for universality of Public Distribution System (PDS). A bench headed by Justice N V Ramana,
which heard a plea in this regard through video-conferencing, said this is a policy issue and the
government should consider it. The bench, also comprising Justices S K Kaul and B R Gavai, noted in its
order that during the hearing, the counsel appearing for the petitioner had confined the prayer for
providing ration to those people who did not have ration card, and for universality of the PDS.

The bench, which disposed of the plea, directed the petitioner to serve a copy of the petition to
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta. During the hearing, the bench said it had already passed order
regarding universality of the PDS. The petitioner’s counsel said orders passed earlier covered only those
who already had ration cards, and states such as Telangana and Delhi had allowed distribution through
the PDS to those who did not have ration cards.

The bench, which observed that it was largely a state subject, said it was for the government to see
what other documents apart from ration cards could be used. The top court had recently asked the
federal to consider the feasibility of ‘temporarily’ adopting the ‘one nation, one ration card’ scheme
during the ongoing Covid-19 lockdown period to enable migrant workers and economically weaker
sections (EWS) get subsidised foodgrain.
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Lockdown isn’t flattening India virus curve
ARI ALTSTEDTER, MANISH MODI & HANNAH DORMIDO, Bloomberg, 30 April 2020

NEW DELHI: More than a month into the world’s largest lockdown, India is failing to see an easing of
new cases similar to what hot spots such as Spain and Italy have experienced. India’s fresh coronavirus
cases are still rising with little sign of slowing momentum. India reported 1,909 new coronavirus cases
on Tuesday, which was the second-highest jump since it began reporting infections at the end of
January. For Wednesday, the country saw an additional 1,702 cases. Italy and Spain, which
implemented their lockdowns a few weeks before India puts its 1.3 billion people into quarantine, saw
an impact much faster. Those countries saw the daily count of new cases peak around the 13th day of
their lockdowns, and started trending downward from there.

The lack of progress could be a cause for concern as India
moves toward easing its lockdown. New guidelines will
come into effect next week, giving considerable relaxations
to many districts, a spokesperson for the Ministry of Home
Affairs said in a Twitter post. India began its containment
measures on March 25, when its outbreak showed only
about 600 cases.

It’s widely accepted that India’s moves slowed the spread: with 33,000 confirmed cases, India still has
far fewer than both those European countries, and the number of new cases its finding each day is still
lower than the daily growth rates in these nations, at least for now. But India’s daily case numbers are
still trending in the wrong direction, and why its lockdown doesn’t seem to have had the effect that
similar policies had in other countries is a matter of some debate.

One difference between India and other places is that it’s testing a much smaller portion of its
population. Though India is now conducting about 50,000 coronavirus tests a day, not far behind Italy’s
daily number, those efforts only amount to about 0.5 tests for every thousand people in its massive
population, according to data compiled by Our World in Data. Italy, by comparison, has conducted
about 30 tests for every thousand people. The reason India’s new daily case count isn’t declining may
be because the scarcity of test kits means a lot of suspected cases identified and put in isolation by
health authorities just haven’t been confirmed, according to Vivekanand Jha, executive director of the
George Institute of Global Health, India. Or worse, the virus could be spreading untracked in the
community and the real number of cases is actually growing much faster than the official numbers
show, he said.

India’s daily case trend could also just be revealing the limits of a lockdown in such a densely populated
country. Multigenerational families often share apartments and large sections of the populace live in
slums like Mumbai’s Dharavi -- often considered the most densely populated place on Earth -- where
entire families pack into 100 square foot rooms, and whole neighborhoods share a toilet. Maintaining
social distance can be difficult under these conditions, and that could be making the lockdown less
effective in India than in other countries where maintaining distance is easier for more people, said
Ramanan Laxminarayan, director of the New Delhi and Washington-based Center for Disease Dynamics,
Economics and Policy. If these factors are keeping the rate of new cases from slowing during the
lockdown, it doesn’t provide much hope they’ll start trending down when the lockdown restrictions
start to ease.

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-24/india-to-impose-nationwide-lockdown-from-midnight-pm-modi-says
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/terminal/Q9K2JXT1UM0W
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-05/mumbai-races-to-keep-the-virus-from-asia-s-most-crowded-slum
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May 3 deadline nears; experts say it will ‘make or break’
The Telegraph, 30 April 2020

NEW DELHI: As the May 3 deadline for the lockdown nears, medical experts feel the next month can be
"make or break" for the fight against Covid-19 and an aggressive containment strategy for hotspots
along with insulation of green zones is essential while giving some relaxations. The experts also
suggested that railways, air travel, inter-state bus services, malls, shopping complexes, religious places,
among others, should be kept shut at least for the month of May. Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday had told chief ministers that the country will have to give importance to the economy while
continuing the fight against coronavirus. The federal government on Wednesday gave clear indications
that the ongoing nationwide lockdown will be extended beyond May 3, but with "considerable
relaxations" to people and services in "many districts".

Medical experts feel an aggressive containment strategy in red zones and insulation of green zones is a
must while giving relaxations. On Wednesday, officials informed that the number of Covid-19 hotspot
districts in India has come down to 129 from 170 a fortnight ago. In the same period, the number of
infection-free districts or green zones decreased from 325 to 307, but the number of non-hotspot
districts, also known as orange zones, increased from 207 to 297.

Dr Rajesh Kumar Gupta, Additional Director, Pulmonology and Critical Care, Fortis Noida, said it is
important to understand that the lockdown does not kill the virus, it only slows the spread. Gupta
suggested that the lockdown should be continued in red zones for about two weeks or more, and curbs
be lifted in green zones while ensuring that there is no intermingling. Dr Arvind Kumar, a noted lung
surgeon at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, said it was important that railways, air services, interstate bus
services, malls, shopping complexes, religious places etc., should be kept shut. The borders of green
districts should be sealed and limited activities be allowed while ensuring social distancing with hand
washing and wearing of masks being part of people's lifestyle. In districts where cases have been
reported, the lockdown should continue until such a time when there is a downward trend.

The government has already identified 15 districts in nine states, including Delhi, Maharashtra and
Gujarat, as having "high case load". "These 15 districts are critical in our battle against Covid-19. Of
them, 7 show particularly high case volumes. India's success in battling Covid-19 is dependent on them.
We must aggressively monitor, contain, test, treat in these districts! We must win here," Niti Aayog
CEO Amitabh Kant tweeted on Monday. The nationwide lockdown was first announced by Prime
Minister Modi on March 24 in order to combat the coronavirus threat. It was extended till May 3.
Travel restrictions and other curbs may remain for some time and will eventually go away, but looking
at global trends and the spread of the pandemic, it seems wearing masks, washing hands and practicing
social distancing would be a way of life from here on, experts say.
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Education
UGC recommends varsities to reduce exam duration
Press Times of India, 30 April 2020

NEW DELHI: Universities may conduct semester exams in July either online or offline depending upon
feasibility and the Covid-19 situation and reduce the exam duration from three hours to two hours, the
University Grants Commission (UGC) has recommended. Detailing the guidelines for examinations and
academic calendar for universities in view of the Covid-19 pandemic and subsequent lockdown, the
commission has said the exams for final semester students be conducted in July.

It has recommended that intermediate semester students may either be evaluated on the basis of
internal assessment or in states where the Covid-19 situation has normalised, exams be conducted in
July only. The varsities may decide whether to conduct exams online or offline keeping in view the
support system available with them and ensuring fair opportunity to all students. The commission has
said in case the situation does not appear to be normal in view of Covid-19, the safety and health of
students be prioritised and their grading could be composite of 50 per cent marks on the basis of
internal evaluation and the remaining 50 per cent marks can be awarded on the basis of performance
in the previous semester. The UGC has said if the student wishes to improve the grades, he or she may
appear in special exams for such subjects during the next semester.

Universities and schools across the country have been closed since March 16 when the central
government announced a countrywide classroom shutdown as one of the measures to contain the
Covid-19 outbreak. Later, a nationwide lockdown was announced on March 24, which has now been
extended till May 3. The UGC had formed two committees to deliberate on issues arising due to the
lockdown to avoid academic loss and take appropriate measures for the future of students. One of the
committees led by Haryana University vice-chancellor R. C. Kuhad was formed to look into the ways of
conducting exams in universities amid the lockdown and work on an alternate academic calendar. The
UGC has also notified in the guidelines that new academic session for freshers may begin in universities
from September and for already enrolled students in August. The admission process will begin in
universities from August 1.

NEET sole test, minority right ‘not absolute’
R. BALAJI, The Telegraph, 30 April 2020

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Wednesday ruled the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET)
would be the only medical entrance exam in the country, saying minority educational institutions have

“no absolute” right to operate outside government control and must
comply with government regulations in the “national interest”. The court
emphasised that the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test had been
introduced to end the problem of capitation fees and donations that had
placed education beyond the reach of the common man.

It dismissed a batch of petitions moved by the Christian Medical College Vellore Association and other
minority institutions seeking exemption from the NEET, conducted for admission to undergraduate and
postgraduate medical and dental courses across the country. The NEET is “a devise to standardise and
compute equivalence between different kinds of qualifications,” the bench of Justices Arun Mishra,
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Vineet Saran and M.R. Shah said. “It does not interfere with the rights of the unaided minority
institutions as it has been imposed in national interest considering the malpractices of granting illegal
admission by virtually selling the seats in derogation of the rights of meritorious students.”

Till 2016, private and government medical colleges admitted students through state-level tests or their
own entrance exams. Since 2016, all medical colleges barring a few government institutes such as
AIIMS, Jipmer and PGI Chandigarh have been admitting students only through the NEET. Last August,
the government removed the exceptions by passing an act that made the NEET the sole medical
entrance exam in the country. The minority institutions too had been admitting students through the
NEET but had moved high courts seeking exemption from it. All these cases were clubbed together and
taken to the Supreme Court.

The apex court rejected the minority institutions’ argument that making the NEET mandatory violated
their fundamental rights under Articles 19(1)(g), 30, 25, 26 and 29(1), which they said allowed them to
operate without government control. The court said these articles did not “come in the way of securing
transparency and recognition of merits in the matter of admissions” and were “open to imposing
reasonable restrictions in the national and public interest”. It said the rights under Article 19(1)(g) —
which relates to the freedom of profession, occupation, trade or business — are “not absolute”.

The court referred to a nine-judge ruling of 1974 that said the right of “religious and linguistic
minorities to administer educational institutions of their choice is not an absolute right” and “is not free
from regulation”. It also cited an 11-judge ruling in 2002 that, while recognising that “private unaided
colleges have the right to admit students of their choice, subject to an objective and rational procedure
of selection and compliance with conditions”, said: “The element of profiteering is not as yet accepted
in Indian conditions.”
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Business
Govt to attract more foreign investment to boost economy
The Statesman, 30 April 2020

NEW DELHI: Amid the coronavirus menace which has led to the nationwide lockdown hitting the
economy hard, Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday held a
comprehensive meeting with Home Minister Amit Shah, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal and other senior
government officials to discuss the steps to attract more foreign
investment and boost the economy. The meeting was held to discuss
measures to attract more foreign investment as well as promote local
investment to boost the economy amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

“It was discussed that a scheme should be developed to promote more plug and play infrastructure in
the existing industrial lands/plots/estates in the country and provide necessary financing support,” said
the statement released by the government. “During the meeting, the PM directed that the action
should be taken for a more proactive approach to handhold the investors, to look into their problems
and help them in getting all the necessary Central and State clearances in a time-bound manner.
Various strategies to bring investments into India in a fast-track mode and to promote Indian domestic
sectors were discussed. Detailed discussions were held on guiding states to evolve their strategies & be
more proactive in attracting investments,” it said.

It was also discussed that the reform initiatives undertaken by the various Ministries should continue
unabated and the action should be taken in a time-bound manner to remove any obstacles which
impede the promotion of investment and industrial growth. After the meeting, PM Modi tweeted,
“Chaired a high-level meeting to discuss ways to boost investment, both international and domestic.
Issues relating to India’s reform trajectory were also discussed so that growth can be accelerated.”

The meeting came amidst the prolong lockdown leaving the economy almost crippled. On Tuesday,
rating agency Moody forecasted India’s growth to 0.2 per cent which was earlier 2.5 per cent. India is in
the second phase of complete lockdown which will end on May 3. The uncertainty over the extension
of lockdown is still not called off as the cases are nowhere near to containment. However, last week,
after a meeting with 13 chief ministers, the government re-started some economic activity in parts of
the country least affected by the virus.

India remains on US Priority Watch List on IP rights
SRIRAM LAKSHMAN, The Hindu, 30 April 2020

NEW DELHI: India continues to be on the ‘Priority Watch List’ of the United States Trade Representative
(USTR) for lack of adequate intellectual property (IP) rights protection and enforcement, the USTR said
in its Annual Special 301 Report, released on Wednesday. India remained one of the most challenging
economies for IP enforcement and protection, the report said, using language it has used previously.
Algeria, Argentina, Chile, China, Indonesia, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Ukraine and Venezuela are also on the
Priority Watch List. While India made “meaningful progress” to enhance IP protection and enforcement
in some areas over the past year, it did not resolve recent and long-standing challenges, and created
new ones, the report said. The same assessment was made in the 2019 report.

https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2020/april/ustr-releases-annual-special-301-report-intellectual-property-protection-and-review-notorious
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These long-standing concerns were about innovators being able to receive, maintain and enforce
patents particularly in the pharmaceutical sector; concerns over copyright laws not incentivising the
creation and commercialisation of content; and an outdated trade secrets framework. “India also
further restricted the transparency of information provided on state-issued pharmaceutical
manufacturing licenses, continues to apply restrictive patentability criteria to reject pharmaceutical
patents, and still has not established an effective system for protecting against the unfair commercial
use, as well as the unauthorized disclosure, of undisclosed test or other data generated to obtain
marketing approval for pharmaceuticals and certain agricultural chemical products,” the report said.

The report also mentioned high customs duties on medical devices and Information and
Communications Technology. These goods categories were have been persistent challenges in trade
talks between the two countries last year — the language used in the 2020 report in this context is the
same as in the 2019 report. “Despite India’s justifications of limiting IP protections as a way to promote
access to technologies, India maintains extremely high customs duties directed to IP-intensive products
such as medical devices, pharmaceuticals, Information and Communications Technology (ICT) products,
solar energy equipment, and capital goods,” it said.

Online IP enforcement in India has improved, the report said, but progress is undercut by factors
including weak enforcement by courts and the police, lack of familiarity with investigative techniques
and no centralised IP enforcement agency. The USTR also noted that India was ranked among the top
five source economies for fake goods by the Organization of Economic Development and Cooperation
(OECD) in 2019. The government’s 2019 draft Copyright Amendment Rules, if implemented, would
have “ severe” consequences for Internet-content rights holders, the report said, as the proposed rules
broadened the scope of compulsory licensing from radio and television broadcasting to online
broadcasting. Trademark counterfeiting levels were “problematic”, the report said and there were
“excessive delays” in obtaining trademarks due to a lack of examination quality. The U.S., the report
noted, continues to urge India to join the Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks, a treaty that
harmonises trademark registration.

SC asks RBI to examine if EMI moratorium is being passed on
Financial Express, 1 May 2020

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Thursday asked the Royal Bank of India (RBI) to examine whether
benefits of its policy decision on three-month moratorium on fixed-term loans and equated monthly
instalments (EMI) are being passed on to the borrowers. A Bench led by justice NV Ramana said “it
appears that whatever benefits are being given by the RBI, they are not being extended to the
borrowers. There should be proper guidelines. The RBI may examine it to see the circular issued on
March 27 is being implemented by the banks effectively. This is not a public interest litigation (PIL) issue.
However, due to the various issues raised, we request that the RBI may examine whether its policy is
being implemented in true letter and spirit”.

However, the Bench refused to interfere in the matter after the petitioners informed the judges that
they were not personally affected and had filed the PILs in public interest. The observations came
during hearing of petitions challenging a part of the March circular with regard to recovery of interest
accrued on the outstanding portion of the term loans during the moratorium period between March 1
and May 31 amid the coronavirus pandemic.
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Seeking directions to all banks and financial institutions not to charge interest from their customers
during the moratorium period in the larger public interest, the petitions alleged that the RBI’s circular
was eyewash as the accumulated accrued interest on the outstanding amount shall be recovered
immediately after the moratorium period. “The State cannot enrich itself nor permit anyone to enrich
from the unfortunate situation by charging interest for moratorium period,” one of the petitioners had
contended. The PILs had stated that the government and the RBI were “duty bound to support citizens”
by extending the moratorium period as the pandemic had impacted each and every segment of society
and its consequences would be far more serious even after lifting of the lockdown.

Modi’s India is Hurting; It needs a Roosevelt
ANDY MUKHERJEE, Bloomberg, 30 April 2020

NEW DELHI: Small Indian companies getting decimated by the world’s harshest coronavirus lockdown
finally see a ray of hope. Details are still sketchy, but the Indian government plans to backstop banks if
they increase overdraft limits by 20%, providing 3 trillion rupees ($39 billion) of new working capital to
smaller enterprises. A state-sponsored fund will absorb losses. Three out of four Indian
employees work casually for others or at family firms and farms. It’s perfectly normal for even
white-collar workers to get paid in cash with no social security. If broad-based help isn’t offered to
small businesses, the strides the country has taken in lifting hundreds of millions out of poverty over
the last 30 years might be at risk. Since the goal is to protect workers by giving employers an incentive
to pay them, hitting that objective in a highly informal economy is the first challenge. The second is
channeling credit when banks, nonbank financiers and debt mutual funds — like the six local Franklin
Templeton entities put into suspended animation last week — are gripped by a mistrust of
borrowers that predates the pandemic. Fiscal fear-mongering is the third obstacle.

Every nudge by the Reserve Bank of India to make lenders take credit risk has fallen flat because
they want the sovereign to lead. That’s where the guarantee comes in. At 1.4% of GDP, taxpayers’
exposure isn’t minor. Yet the backstop won’t meet pent-up demand. Amplifying its effect, and ensuring
that banks don’t just throw money at politically connected borrowers, will require lenders to keep
some skin in the game. Say the fund buys $80 of every $100 of risk, leaving $20 with banks. Just as with
the U.S. protection program, lenders ought to be able to get cheap term loans from the RBI to
finance their portion. Small firms’ working capital needs swell because large customers, including the
government, take too long to pay. A parallel push to get all vendor bills on a discounting platform will
improve cash flows. To ensure that the extra credit actually reaches workers, New Delhi may have
to defray a part of the wage bill for some time. Businesses taking the help would demonstrate regular
payments into social security accounts, topped up by the government. This expensive separate
arrangement might require the central bank to fund it by printing new money. With the jobless rate in
excess of 23%, this isn’t a time to worry about losing India’s investment-grade sovereign rating. The
country’s chances of slipping into junk-bond status are low this year anyway.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given little indication that he wants to be India’s version
of President Franklin D. Roosevelt. But migrant workers tossed out of cities with no food, shelter or
transport won’t return without a New Deal: nest eggs for old age and healthcare. China’s hukou —
or city permits — discriminate against rural workers. In India, where urbanization and labor mobility
are weapons against built-in caste prejudice, a lifeline to small businesses is an economic and a moral
imperative. As long as the recipients become the building blocks of universal social security, it will
be $39 billion well spent.

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-27/india-mulls-guaranteeing-39-billion-of-new-small-business-loans
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-03-18/coronavirus-lockdowns-will-hurt-india-s-microlenders-economy
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-04-27/templeton-fund-freeze-leaves-india-in-a-dangerous-debt-hole
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-04-27/templeton-fund-freeze-leaves-india-in-a-dangerous-debt-hole
https://www.federalreserve.gov/monetarypolicy/ppplf.htm
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-04-22/india-must-confront-coronavirus-by-openly-monetizing-public-debt
https://www.cmie.com/kommon/bin/sr.php?kall=warticle&dt=2020-04-07 08:26:04&msec=770
https://www.cmie.com/kommon/bin/sr.php?kall=warticle&dt=2020-04-07 08:26:04&msec=770
https://theprint.in/opinion/modi-cut-new-deal-covid-infected-economy-produce-indian-roosevelt/398950/
https://theprint.in/opinion/modi-cut-new-deal-covid-infected-economy-produce-indian-roosevelt/398950/
https://faculty.arts.ubc.ca/alahiri/castes-aej_FINAL.pdf
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Focus
India and Pakistan’s nuclear procurement networks
New York Times, 30 April 2020

NEW DELHI: Hundreds of foreign companies are actively procuring components for India and Pakistan’s
nuclear programmes, taking advantage of gaps in the global regulation of the industry, according to a
report by a U.S.-based research group. Using open-source data, the nonprofit Centre For Advance
Defense Studies (C4ADS) report provides one of the most comprehensive overviews of networks
supplying the rivals, in a region regarded as one of the world’s most dangerous nuclear flashpoints.
“India and Pakistan are taking advantage of gaps in global non-proliferation regimes and export
controls to get what they need,” said Jack Margolin, a C4ADS analyst and co-author of the report.

It is seldom possible to determine whether individual transactions are illegal by using publicly available
data, Margolin said, and the report does not suggest that companies mentioned broke national or
international laws or regulations. But past reports by the think tank, whose financial backers include
the Carnegie Corporation and the Wyss Foundation, have often led to action by law enforcement
agencies. Spokesmen from the offices of India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and Pakistan’s Prime
Minister Imran Khan did not respond to requests for comment. Pakistan's military, which plays a major
role in decision-making for the nuclear weapons programme, also declined to comment.

To identify companies involved, C4ADS analysed more than 125 million records of public trade and
tender data and documents, and then checked them against already-identified entities listed by export
control authorities in the United States and Japan. Pakistan, which is subject to strict international
export controls on its programme, has 113 suspected foreign suppliers listed by the United States and
Japan. But the C4ADS report found an additional 46, many in shipment hubs like Hong Kong, Singapore
and the United Arab Emirates. The father of Pakistan's atomic bomb, AQ Khan, admitted in 2004 to
selling nuclear technology to North Korea, Iran and Libya. He was pardoned a day later by Pakistani
authorities, which have refused requests from international investigators to question him.

India has a waiver that allows it to buy nuclear technology from international markets. The Indian
government allows inspections of some nuclear facilities by the International Atomic Energy Agency,
but not all of them. Neither India or Pakistan have signed the international Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, adhered to by most nuclear powers. Consequently, they are not
obliged to submit to IAEA oversight over all of their facilities. C4ADS identified 222 companies that did
business with the nuclear facilities in India that had no IAEA oversight. Of these, 86 companies did
business with more than one such nuclear facility in India.

India and Pakistan have gone to war three times - twice over the disputed Kashmir region - since they
won independence from British colonial rule in 1947. Having for years secretly developed nuclear
weapons capability, the two declared themselves nuclear powers following tit-for-tat atomic tests in
1998. A few years later, in 2002, the two foes almost went to war for a fourth time, following an attack
by Pakistan-based militants on the parliament in New Delhi. And a year ago, a suicide attack by a
Pakistan-based militant group in a part of Kashmir controlled by India sparked another flare up in
tensions. Both countries are estimated to have around 150 usable nuclear warheads apiece, according
to the Federation of American Scientists, a nonprofit group tracking stockpiles of nuclear weapons.
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Why Arabs are speaking out against Islamophobia in India
BILAL KUCHAY, Al Jazeera, 1 May 2020

NEW DELHI: In the past couple of weeks, the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), the Kuwait
government, a royal princess of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), as well as a number of Arab activists
have called out Islamophobic hate speech by Indians seen to be accusing the country's Muslims of
spreading the novel coronavirus. A barrage of tweets and statements from individuals and institutions
in the Gulf expressing their outrage over the hateful social media posts forced the Indian government
to respond, including a Twitter post by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in which he stressed that
"COVID-19 does not see race [or] religion". It started with right-wing Hindus accusing Muslims of a
"conspiracy" to spread the coronavirus after dozens of cases were linked to a congregation of Tablighi
Jamaat, a Muslim missionary movement, at their headquarters in New Delhi in the middle of March.
Hashtags such as #CoronaJihad trended for days on Twitter and panellists in TV debates called them
"human bombs", while many called for a ban on Jamaat. Its New Delhi office has been sealed.

On April 19, India's Ministry of Home Affairs said more than 4,000 of the nearly 15,000 cases detected
until that day were linked to the Jamaat, whose chief Mullah Saad Kandhalvi was charged with
"culpable homicide" and money laundering and is likely to be arrested. On Thursday, the total number
of coronavirus cases in India was more than 33,000, with more than 1,000 deaths. Following the Jamaat
issue, a wave of Islamophobic posts was unleashed on social media by right-wing Hindus, some of them
employed in Gulf countries. Dubai-based Indian, Saurabh Upadhyay, asked Muslims to "accept they
were the source of the pandemic" and called for the death of Jamaat members, describing them as
"terrorists". He deleted his tweets after social media users in the Gulf and India called him out. An old
tweet by Tejasvi Surya, a young member of parliament belonging to Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
also resurfaced, provoking further outrage. In his 2015 post, Surya had quoted a Canadian-Pakistani
writer as claiming that "95 percent of Arab women have never had an orgasm in the last few hundred
years".

"The level of hubris of the Hindutva fascists shocked people throughout the world, changing previously
held opinions," Dr Farhan Mujahid Chak, who teaches political science in the Gulf Studies programme at
Qatar University, told Al Jazeera. Princess Hend al-Qassimi, a member of the UAE royal family, warned
"openly racist and discriminatory" Indians in the Gulf that they "will be fined and made to leave" the
country. In the past month, at least six Hindus working in the Gulf region have lost their jobs or have
been charged for their social media posts. About 8.5 million Indians live and work in Gulf countries, a
significant number of them Hindus. India's trading relations with the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
member states - Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the UAE - has transformed
considerably over the years, with the bilateral trade volume surpassing the $100b mark.

On Monday, in what was a clear sign of the issue escalating in the Arab world, Kuwait expressed its
"deep concern" over the treatment of India's Muslims and asked the Organisation of International
Cooperation (OIC) to intervene. Earlier, on April 18, the OIC had issued a statement, urging India to take
urgent steps to "stop the growing tide of Islamophobia" in the country. A day after the OIC statement,
Modi tweeted: "COVID-19 does not see race, religion, colour, caste, creed, language or borders before
striking. Our response and conduct thereafter should attach primacy to unity and brotherhood. We are
in this together." In the week after Modi's call for communal harmony, at least three Indian embassies
in the Gulf region - Qatar, the UAE and Oman - tweeted about the shared values of "tolerance" and
"pluralism" between India and the Arab world.
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On Sunday, Mohan Bhagwat, the chief of the far-right Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), in an
apparent reference to the Jamaat congregation in New Delhi, said in an online speech from the group's
headquarters in Nagpur that it was "not right to blame the entire community for the mistakes of few
individuals". The RSS is the ideological mentor of Modi's BJP. Sultan Barakat, director of the Centre for
Conflict and Humanitarian Studies at Qatar's Doha Institute, told Al Jazeera that people in the Gulf
countries "felt outraged" over the way Indian Muslims were being blamed for the coronavirus
pandemic. India's former ambassador to the UAE, Talmiz Ahmed, called the Indians who posted
comments against the Arabs and Muslims in India "extremely foolish individuals with very limited
knowledge of politics or international affairs".

However, BJP spokesman GVL Narasimha Rao told Al Jazeera the issue will not have a negative effect
on India's relationship with the Arab countries. "Because it is part of a propaganda and not real," he
told Al Jazeera. "This is part of anti-India and anti-Hindu propaganda by inimical elements." Rao's
optimism appeared to be shortlived. On Tuesday, in its worst rating since 2004, the US Commission on
International Religious Freedom urged the State Department to designate India as a "country of
particular concern" over "severe violations" of religious freedom. Although India rejected the US report,
calling it "biased", it will be hard for the country's Hindu nationalist government to ignore a growing
global concern over the targeting of India's Muslims.

Millions of working poor exposed by the pandemic
AMY KAZMIN & JYOTSNA SINGH, Financial Times, 30 April 2020

NEW DELHI: Gopal Das has laboured on construction sites in Mumbai for nearly two decades, helping
build the office towers of India’s bustling financial capital. Though the rural migrant’s average monthly
earnings were just Rs10,000 (US$133), most was sent home to support his wife, two teenage children
and ageing parents in the impoverished state of Bihar. But for the past six weeks, Mr Das has felt less
like a worker and more like a beggar. Trapped in Mumbai after a failed effort to get a train home before
all public transport was suspended on March 22, the 41-year-old has relied on daily food handouts to
survive in the Bandra slum, where he shares a single room with five others. Das’s ordeal is typical of the
tribulations that India’s estimated 170 million financially fragile, blue-collar and gig economy workers
have endured since late March, when Modi overnight imposed one of the world’s strictest lockdowns
to slow the spread of the virus.

Life has never been easy for India’s vast army of working poor who typically work on short-term
contracts with little security. But with toil and frugality, they have managed to survive. Now with
economic activity at a standstill, most have seen their incomes collapse to zero. The Centre for
Monitoring the Indian Economy (CMIE) estimates about 140 million people have lost jobs, pushing
unemployment rate up to 26% from 8% before the crisis. Even before the pandemic, about 250 million
Indians were not getting enough to eat. Stunting and wasting were already afflicting millions of Indian
children. Now economists and social activists warn that India is facing a severe humanitarian crisis
unless desperate workers are either permitted to start earning money again or provided with
substantive government relief to cope with the calamitous loss of income.

To get by, working-class Indians have pared their diets, drawn down meagre savings, borrowed from
money lenders and collected food handouts from charities and impromptu groups of citizens alarmed
at the distress. In big cities, temporary community kitchens and food distribution centres — run by
state and local officials, politicians, charities and even Mr Modi’s ruling Bharatiya Janata party — have
drawn long queues, evocative of the breadlines and soup kitchens of the Depression. As India nears the
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end of a sixth week of lockdown, Modi’s administration is weighing the benefits of restarting the stalled
economy against the looming threat of the virus, which is so far known to have infected more than
31,000 people in the country, leaving more than 1,000 dead. New Delhi hopes to encourage economic
activity in so-called “green zones” — districts with no sign of the virus, especially rural areas — while
maintaining tight restrictions in “red zone” big cities such as Mumbai and Delhi and industrial hubs such
as Surat in Gujarat where there are rising caseloads. Most public transport will remain suspended to
prevent intermingling of people from different zones.

Industry groups warn that such a geographic segregation is unlikely to work well, as supply chains and
labour markets will still be severely disrupted. So far, Mr Modi’s government has provided relatively
little succour to its most vulnerable citizens. While other countries have rolled out massive relief
packages to cushion families and businesses from the economic shock of coronavirus, New Delhi has
largely left the population to fend for itself as it frets about its own finances, already weakened by the
previous two years of a protracted economic slowdown. Yet former revenue secretary NK Singh says
New Delhi has little room for manoeuvre. Meeting this year’s fiscal deficit target of 3.5% of GDP already
appears impossible given likely growth and revenue shortfalls, while the limited scope for fiscal
measures leaves little space for stimulus. Analysts warn of the risk that India will face a downgrade of
its sovereign rating if its public finances weaken.

Of the US$22 billion “relief package” unveiled in late March, much
of it was accelerated disbursement of expenditure already
budgeted for the year. Analysts estimate additional spending was
less than $12bn — or about 0.4 per cent of GDP, one of the
lowest levels of relief by any Asian economy.New Delhi is
providing small one-off cash transfers of Rs1,000 (US$13.20) each
to 30m senior citizens and disabled people, and Rs1,500
(US$19.81) each to 200m rural women with no-frills bank
accounts. It is also donating 5kg of free wheat or rice each month

for the next three months to poor people who were already entitled to subsidised food through the
country’s public distribution system.

Many economists believe New Delhi must do more to cushion vulnerable families at risk of sliding into
poverty. In rural areas, the demand to participate in a workfare scheme has begun to soar. Other relief
could include tapping the country’s massive grain stockpile to distribute free or low-cost rice and wheat
to all who want it, rather than just poor households already eligible before the pandemic struck, and
cash transfers. The state-owned Food Corporation of India has some 77m tonnes of cereals in stock,
much of it now gradually rotting due to poor storage. But New Delhi is reluctant to distribute this
widely, as it would bloat this year’s food subsidy bill. Instead, cash-strapped states have been invited to
buy the food, at market rates, for their own local relief efforts. Abhijit Banerjee, the Nobel
Prize-winning economist, warns that if millions of households slide into chronic hunger and
indebtedness they will be a drag on India’s economy for years.

Even if India eases restrictions on Monday, the hardship is unlikely to end quickly. Coronavirus
“hotspots” that include some of the most economically dynamic regions will remain locked down for
now. Social distancing will constrain activity. Large companies may step up automation to reduce
dependence on humans. Some export-oriented jobs will disappear, amid pervasive global economic
gloom.


