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PHILIPPINES 

Department of Labour and Employment realigns P1.5 billion to aid 300,000 formal 

sector workers displaced by pandemic1 

The Department of Labour and Employment (DOLE) has realigned P1.5 billion of its 2020 

budget to aid more formal sector workers displaced by the coronavirus disease (COVID-

19) pandemic.  DOLE said the realigned budget would be used to provide a one-time 

cash assistance of P5,000 to 300,000 workers, whose applications for the COVID-19 

Adjustment Measures Program (CAMP) have already been processed. DOLE 

earlier suspended the acceptance of CAMP applications when its funds went “very close” 

to being depleted after it was “swamped with volumes of requests.” According to DOLE, 

it has already provided cash assistance to 407,300 workers under CAMP.  

DOLE said some 87,301 establishments had reported that over 1.6 million of their workers 

had been affected by temporary closures triggered by the pandemic while another 

797,729 were on alternative work arrangements due to the quarantine being enforced to 

contain the spread of the coronavirus. DOLE further stated that the assistance will reach 

about 650,000 workers with P3.24 billion in total CAMP assistance. However, around 

1,000,000 million workers still unserved under the special amelioration program. The 

requests for assistance submitted by their employers had already been processed. 

DOLE has so far provided a cash assistance of P10,000 each to over 70,000 overseas 

Filipino workers (OFWs) under the Abot Kamay ang Pagtulong (AKAP) program which 

has a budget of P1.5 billion. DOLE citied reports from the Philippine Overseas Labour 

Offices (POLOs) and local offices of the Overseas Workers Welfare Administration 

(OWWA) stated that  over 297,000 OFWs are currently seeking cash assistance amid the 

pandemic, The DOLE will start its regular Tulong Panghanapbuhay sa 

Displaced/Disadvantaged Workers (TUPAD) program (P1 billion regular funds of the 

Department of Social Welfare and Development) in areas outside of the extended 

enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) in May. 

 

 

 

 
1 DOLE realigns P1.5B to aid 300,000 formal sector worker displaced by pandemic, Inquirer.net, dated 29 
April 2020, https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1266968/dole-realigns-p1-5b-to-aid-300k-formal-sector-workers-
displaced-by-pandemic 

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1266968/dole-realigns-p1-5b-to-aid-300k-formal-sector-workers-displaced-by-pandemic
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1266968/dole-realigns-p1-5b-to-aid-300k-formal-sector-workers-displaced-by-pandemic
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INDONESIA 

Government prepares cash aid, production subsidies for farmers in need2 

The government plans to provide cash and production subsidies for 2.4 million poor 

farmers to help them maintain their harvest and survive the COVID-19 crisis. Coordinating 

Economic Minister Airlangga Hartarto said that the aid comprised of Rp 300,000 

(US$19.45) a month in cash assistance and production subsidies such as fertilizer and 

seeds worth another Rp 300,000. Airlangga hope that that aid will be provided for three 

months and the Agriculture Ministry will provide details on the assistance. The plan 

emerged as the Food and Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) recently warned against the 

disruption in the food supply chain on top of the likelihood of a prolonged dry season until 

June in Southeast Asia, which might have adverse effects on agricultural output. 

National stocks for commodities such as onion, rice, corn, cayenne pepper, eggs, chili, 

sugar and garlic are low in several provinces across the country, government data show. 

 

President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo wants to aid farmers to keep them harvesting while 

complying with the health protocols and thereby prevent the country’s staple food stocks 

from depleting further. The President said that rice farmers were projected to produce 5.6 

 
2 Government prepares cash aid, production subsidies for farmers in need, The Jakarta Post, dated 29 
April 2020, https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/29/government-prepares-cash-aid-production-
subsidies-for-farmers-in-need.html  

https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/29/government-prepares-cash-aid-production-subsidies-for-farmers-in-need.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/29/government-prepares-cash-aid-production-subsidies-for-farmers-in-need.html
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million tons of rice at the peak of the harvest season this month which is twice the 

country’s monthly consumption.  

With travel and social restrictions in place to contain the COVID-19 outbreak, food supply 

chains are somewhat disrupted, causing delays in deliveries. The fast-spreading 

coronavirus has infected more than 9,500 people in Indonesia and 3 million people 

worldwide, hurting domestic distribution and shipments of imported products. Bustanul 

Arifin, researcher at the Institute for Development of Economics and Finance said that 

travel and social restrictions had hit farmers hard because they kept them from finding 

alternative sources of income outside the harvest season, they needed the assistance to 

survive.  

The government has allocated Rp 110 trillion for social safety nets out of its Rp 405.1 

trillion extra COVID-19 spending. That budget includes cash aid for citizens within and 

outside of the Family Hope Program (PKH) as well as conditional cash transfers for staple 

foods within and outside of the Staple Food Card Program, on top of cash transfers for 

villages and villagers. 

 

MALAYSIA 

Malaysian Palm Oil Exports to India Seen Hitting New Record Low3 

The Covid-19 pandemic lockdown and punitive import curbs cause demand of palm oil 

demand to decrease which subsequently lead to palm oil shipment from Malaysia to India 

plunge into a fresh record low in April. According to Malaysian Palm Oil Board data, 

Malaysia manages to export only 10,806 tons of palm oil to India in March. This is an 87% 

slump from a year earlier and the lowest monthly total in board data going back to 2000.  

Sathia Varqa, owner of Palm Oil Analytics in Singapore stated that punitive tariffs, import 

curbs on refined palm oil, the depreciating rupee and the general slowdown in economic 

activity contributed by the pandemic are going to push Indian palm imports further down 

possibly lower than 10,000 tons for the first time in April. Varqa further stated that while 

there is still some edible oil demand, it is not for palm oil at the moment due to the tropical 

oil’s narrow discount to rival oils, soybean oil and sunflower oil will be sought after by 

India in April.  

 
3 Malaysian Palm Oil Exports to India Seen Hitting New Record Low, Bloomberg, dated 28 April 2020, 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-28/malaysian-palm-oil-exports-to-india-seen-hitting-
new-record-low?sref=5FDdIvTK 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-28/malaysian-palm-oil-exports-to-india-seen-hitting-new-record-low?sref=5FDdIvTK
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-28/malaysian-palm-oil-exports-to-india-seen-hitting-new-record-low?sref=5FDdIvTK
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Dorab Mistry, veteran industry analyst and a director at Godrej International said that 

India’s edible oil purchases may contract by 1.5 million tons in 2020, led by lower palm 

oil and lauric oils. The industry must be prepared for “cruel” prices as it faces challenges 

similar to those faced by crude oil and OPEC, he said in an interview. 

 

MYANMAR 

Outgoing UN envoy to Myanmar ‘utterly disappointed’ with Suu Kyi4 

The United Nations’ outgoing human rights envoy for Myanmar has told Al Jazeera that 

the country’s civilian leader, Aung San Suu Kyi, failed to live up to her reputation as a 

humanitarian. Yanghee Lee’s time in the role was dominated by Myanmar’s bloody 

crackdown in western Rakhine state in 2017, when at least 750,000 people, mostly ethnic 

Rohingya, fled across the border to Bangladesh. 

Aung San Suu Kyi has been widely criticised for remaining mostly silent on accusations 

of anti-Rohingya violence, and Lee told Al Jazeera on Wednesday she believed the 

Myanmar leader’s inaction was “utterly disappointing”. Aung San Suu Kyi became an icon 

of democracy during the 15 years she spent under house arrest during Myanmar’s military 

dictatorship. In December last year, the Nobel Peace Prize winner defended Myanmar’s 

military against the allegations of genocide at the International Court of Justice (ICJ). In 

her speech, during which she did not use the word Rohingya, Aung San Suu Kyi told the 

court the 2017 exodus of hundreds of thousands of people to neighbouring Bangladesh 

was the unfortunate result of a battle with armed fighters. 

 
4 Outgoing UN envoy to Myanmar ‘utterly disappointed’ with Suu Kyi, Al Jazeera, dated 29 April 2020, 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/outgoing-envoy-myanmar-utterly-disappointed-suu-kyi-
200429144700254.html 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/outgoing-envoy-myanmar-utterly-disappointed-suu-kyi-200429144700254.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/outgoing-envoy-myanmar-utterly-disappointed-suu-kyi-200429144700254.html
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The ICJ case, filed by The Gambia, accuses Myanmar of violating the 1948 Convention 

on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, in relation to the 2017 

crackdown. UN agencies and human rights groups have documented extensive atrocities, 

and the ICJ, in a preliminary order, called on the country to take steps to protect the 

Rohingya. The government and army have consistently denied the allegations. 

Asked about the case, Lee said: “I can’t come out with a conclusion before the court 

(International Criminal Court) that is mandated to deal with genocide… but I say it bears 

the hallmarks of genocide.” In her final statement before stepping down from her role, Lee 

also called for a UN investigation into the continuing violence in Rakhine, which has also 

spilled over into neighbouring Chin State. Lee said “possible war crimes” were being 

committed by the Myanmar military with civilians coming under attack in its continued 

attempts to crack down on the rebel Arakan Army, an ethnic Rakhine group. The violence 

has intensified in recent months, with the military calling the ethnic Rakhine rebels a 

“terrorist group”. 

 

CAMBODIA 

UN concerns “unfounded”5 

The government on Wednesday rebuffed concerns raised by senior UN human rights 

officials that the state of emergency law, which is being reviewed by the Senate and likely 

to be approved this week, could restrict the people’s freedom. Consisting of five chapters 

and 12 articles, the draft law sets out formalities, procedures and terms to declare a state 

of emergency if the country runs into danger and stipulates a maximum 10-year 

imprisonment for anyone caught breaking it or hindering its enforcement. 

Article 5 stipulates that certain measures would be taken in a state of emergency including 

restrictions on the people’s rights, freedom of movement, gatherings, jobs and 

occupations. It allows the state to impose a lockdown, quarantine, conscription and 

evacuation. The state can also manage, seize and handle properties when necessary to 

respond to an emergency. A copy of the draft law seen by The Post on Sunday said a 

state of emergency may not exceed three months, though it can be prolonged under the 

same conditions as when it is declared. 

In a four-page communication to the Cambodian government seen by The Post on 

Wednesday, four senior UN rights officials expressed concerns over the bill. Dated April 

 
5 UN concerns “unfounded”, The Phnom Penh post, dated 29 April 2020, 
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national-politics/un-concerns-unfounded 

https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national-politics/un-concerns-unfounded
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9, the letter was jointly written by Rhona Smith, special rapporteur on human rights in 

Cambodia; Leigh Toomey, vice-chair of the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; 

Dainius Puras, special rapporteur on the rights to the highest attainable standard of 

physical and mental health; and Fionnuala Ni Aolain, special rapporteur on the promotion 

and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism. 

While providing for strong protection of the rights to health amid the Covid-19 pandemic, 

they said the law will also undermine fundamental human rights if passed in its entirety. 

“We are concerned that, if adopted as is, the law may restrict the right to freedom of 

expression, right to freedom of association and peaceful assembly, and right to movement 

as provided in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), ratified 

by Cambodia on May 26, 1992,” the letter said. It continued that the bill is not sufficiently 

focused on measures needed to address legitimate public health needs, while its vague 

contents threaten to violate Cambodia’s international human rights obligations. 

The UN officials also singled out Article 5, which allows the government to set prices on 

necessities and services, shut down public or private venues, conduct surveillance and 

gather information from all telecommunication mediums by all means. It also prohibits 

dissemination or publication of information that may cause social chaos or harm to 

national security, fears or confusion over a state of emergency. They said vaguely worded 

clauses in the draft law could be subject to misinterpretation or misapplication. 

Government spokesperson Phay Siphan shrugged off the concerns, saying the law is in 

line with the Constitution. “The law is a necessary complement to what is stated in the 

Constitution. It’s the right and sovereignty of Cambodia. No NGOs, be it local or 

international, can interfere in Cambodia’s internal affairs and its enforcement of the 

Constitution. They should not be overly concerned because even the US and the UK also 

have this law. Currently, four or five countries are enforcing this kind of law already, but 

Cambodia doesn’t have one yet. So Cambodia wants a similar rule of law and needs it,” 

he stressed. 

Cambodian Human Rights Committee (CHRC) spokesperson Chin Malin echoed Siphan. 

He said the UN officials should not be criticising the Kingdom for adopting the law when 

their home countries are also enforcing it. The law, which he said is long overdue, follows 

international human rights standards and practices in other nations. He said the 

government-proposed measures and implementation in a state of emergency are not 

arbitrary and will be reviewed and monitored by the National Assembly and Senate. 
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SINGAPORE 

President Halimah Yacob May Day’s message6 

Society will see major changes to work, the workforce and workplaces after the 

coronavirus crisis, President Halimah Yacob said in her May Day message on Facebook 

on Thursday (April 30). She added: "Companies and workers should take full advantage 

of this period to plan, rethink their strategies and ramp up workers' skills to prepare for 

work after Covid-19." 

The May Day Rally by Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong will be held online, while the Istana 

Open House, where Madam Halimah meets workers and families, has been cancelled. 

"This May Day, we are also celebrating under very difficult circumstances," she noted. 

"Companies worry about the impact on their businesses and workers are concerned 

about job and income security." The Jobs Support Scheme, which subsidises workers' 

wages, has provided some relief, she added, with hopes that employers retain their staff 

despite having excess capacity or no activity at all. "Despite all these measures, many 

workers now enjoy less income because there is no overtime pay and the self-employed 

find it even more difficult in the current economic conditions to earn a living." she said. 

Madam Halimah also emphasised that the unions, working with their tripartite partners, 

are playing an even more important role in supporting companies and workers. “Trade 

unions are close to the ground and understand well the concerns and needs of the 

workers. They can do a lot to help them transit through this period and prepare for the 

eventual opening up of the economy after Covid-19," she said."Unions and unionised 

companies must lead the way as our economy adjusts to new norms post Covid-19. I am 

glad that during my discussions and lunches with union leaders before the circuit breaker 

measures kicked in, I saw their drive to continue working closely with our tripartite partners 

to improve our workers' lives." Madam Halimah is a former deputy secretary-general of 

the labour movement. 

She added that the outbreak has brought out the best in Singapore's workers, mentioning 

front-line staff and those in an array of industries who continue behind the scenes in 

essential roles. "Other workers are innovating and designing new ways to help one 

another, the less fortunate and the needy, so that we can pull out of this crisis stronger. 

These are all incredibly selfless acts in the face of great risks, and we should not take 

 
6 President Halimah Yacob May Day’s message, The Straits Times, dated 30 April 2020, 
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national-politics/un-concerns-unfounded 

https://www.straitstimes.com/coronavirus
https://www.straitstimes.com/coronavirus
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/manpower/use-jobs-support-aid-to-pay-staff-or-lose-future-payouts-mom
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national-politics/un-concerns-unfounded
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their contributions for granted," she said. "These are unprecedented times but our spirit 

and solidarity remain strong and will see us through." 


