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MALAYSIA 

SAP Malaysia offers complimentary use of supply chain and remote work 

solutions1 

SAP Malaysia has been extending various technologies to help local business cope within 

the new working environment throughout the Movement Control Order (MCO) period. 

Ernst & Young Advisory Services Sdn Bhd implemented the SAP Customer Experience 

solutions for government-linked companies and the government-linked investment 

companies disaster response network (GDRN) in support of Malaysia’s battle against the 

pandemic especially from a supply chain perspective.  

Hong Kok Cheong, Managing Director of SAP Malaysia stressed that intelligence and 

integration are key to a seamless supply chain. He further said that SAP providing its 

technologies are able to dive efficiency and effectiveness in facilitating better healthcare 

services. The pandemic has transformed the way Malaysian work where individuals, 

teams and organisations prefer to work remotely due to safety. This creates the need for 

efficient work system to be in place. With SAP Digital Supply Chain, SAP Ariba and 

Qualtric solutions, companies can easily identify and address potential supply chain 

disruptions before they occur, identify alternative sources of supply and help move goods 

efficiently and cost effectively.  

Another complimentary offering is the SAP Qualtrics Remote World Pulse customisable 

check survey and pre-configured report that can be sent on a daily or weekly basis. Over 

the past month, Qualtrics has developed 10 Covid-19 Solutions to help businesses move 

forward. The technologies provided by SAP supports more than 31,000 projects across 

more than 8,500 organisations in 90 countries worldwide. Hong said that it is vital during 

this time of disruption that employers actively listen to employee needs, diagnose areas 

of improvement and take action on critical gaps to ensure that the workforce has the 

required clarity and support to adapt to changing workplace experience.  

SAP has opened access to SAP Ariba Discovery through 30 June 2020 to ensure buyer 

could post their immediate sourcing needs and any supplier can respond to show they 

can deliver. SAP Ariba Discovery will help buyers and suppliers connect more quickly and 

effectively, and minimise disruption caused by shipment delays, capacity issues and 

increased consumer demand in times of crisis. The Ariba Network is the largest business 

 
1 SAP Malaysia offers complimentary use of supply chain & remote work solutions, Digital News Asia, 
dated 6 May 2020, https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-28/malaysian-palm-oil-exports-to-
india-seen-hitting-new-record-low?sref=5FDdIvTK 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-28/malaysian-palm-oil-exports-to-india-seen-hitting-new-record-low?sref=5FDdIvTK
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-28/malaysian-palm-oil-exports-to-india-seen-hitting-new-record-low?sref=5FDdIvTK
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to business network in the world, representing more than 4.8 million suppliers in over 190 

countries which help make the connections to keep supply chains intact and ultimately 

has an impact on the everyday consumer.  

SAP Malaysia had also recently collaborated with the Malaysia Digital Economy 

Corporation (MDEC) on an initiative aimed at accelerating data technology adoption 

among business enterprises as part of MDEC’s #DigitalVsCovid movement.  This 

initiative with MDEC serves to continue developing human capital for Malaysia and to 

build the “future workforce”. The MyUniAlliance programme provides training for some 

three thousand students per year. The programme started since 2011 with 18 Institutes 

of Higher Learning. Besides collaborating with MDEC in nurturing talent and growing the 

local digital ecosystem, SAP Malaysia has continued to invest in the country with the 

establishment of a service delivery centre (SDC) in Kuala Lumpur for the SEA region. The 

SDC was launched in October 2018 with the aim of improving service delivery to large 

enterprises throughout Southeast Asia. 

 

INDONESIA 

Indonesia Postpones Regional Elections Due to Coronavirus Pandemic2 

The pandemic outbreak has forced Indonesia to postponed its simultaneous regional 

elections slated for 23 September that would involve more than 100 million of voters. A 

Government Regulation in-Lieu of Law that regulates the postponement of this year’s 

election from September to December or even longer depending on the situation of the 

Covid-19 pandemic was signed by President Joko Widodo.  

The regulation was issued following the country’s General Election Commission decision 

to postpone its preparation stages of the regional elections at the end of March after 

revealing that election organisers contracted Covid-19 and stakeholders moved to delay 

the polls. The elections have planned to be held simultaneously in 270 regions across the 

archipelago nation to elect 9 governor, 37 mayors and 224 district chiefs with the number 

of eligible voters reached at least 105 million. The election authority opined that the 

postponement of this year’s regional elections was the most viable option to avoid Covid-

19 from further spreading to rural areas.  

 
2 Indonesia Postpones Regional Elections Due to Coronavirus Pandemic, Time, dated 5 May 2020, 
https://time.com/5832574/indonesia-regional-elections-delay-covid19/ 

https://time.com/5832574/indonesia-regional-elections-delay-covid19/
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Indonesia with a population of nearly 270 million has recorded a total of 12,071 confirmed 

Covid-19 cases and 872 fatalities as at 5 May afternoon.  

 

CAMBODIA 

EU puts Cambodia on FATF grey list3 

Cambodia and 11 other countries are likely to be added to the list of states that “pose 

significant threats” to the EU’s financial systems for failures to tackle money laundering 

and terrorism financing, according to draft documents seen by Reuters and expected to 

be published on Thursday. Cambodia joined Panama, the Bahamas, Mauritius, Barbados, 

Botswana, Ghana, Jamaica, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nicaragua and Zimbabwe in the 

expanded list, which is due to take effect in October. 

Countries that were already on the blacklist are Afghanistan, Iraq, Vanuatu, Pakistan, 

Syria, Yemen, Uganda, Trinidad and Tobago, Iran and North Korea. Libya and four US 

territories including American Samoa, US Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico and Guam were left 

out following objections. Saudi Arabia, the current holder of the G20 presidency, was also 

spared from the list after “pressure” from the oil-producing powerhouse. 

In February last year, Cambodia was re-listed in the “grey list” of the Financial Action Task 

Force (FATF), a decision Cambodia said was “unfair”. In a bid to improve the Kingdom’s 

status, the Ministry of Interior has been working on two draft laws – one on anti-money 

laundering and terrorism financing, and the other on combating proliferation financing. 

Last Tuesday, Minister of Interior Sar Kheng convened a meeting for a final review of the 

draft law before sending them to the Council of Ministers for approval. 

Sar Kheng said putting Cambodia on the FATF grey list deters businesses from investing 

in the country. He said the laws were drafted in light of progress in society and in line with 

international standards, which required Cambodia to adopt specific anti-money 

laundering mechanisms. Ministry secretary of state Ngy Chanphal confirmed to The Post 

on Thursday that the drafting of the laws was complete and the ministry was in the 

process of sending them to the Council of Ministers. Chanphal pointed out that Cambodia 

had followed the UN Security Council guidelines thoroughly. 

 
3 Cambodia in money laundering challenge, Phnom Penh Post, dated 7 May 2020, 
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/cambodia-money-laundering-challenge 

https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/cambodia-money-laundering-challenge
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Transparency International Cambodia executive director Pech Pisey said besides the 

FATF grey list, another money-laundering index based in Basel, Switzerland, also ranked 

Cambodia among seven countries at most risk in 2018. Pisey said the blacklist is most 

likely to spoil the country’s image and potentially affect financial, investment and trade 

flows to and from Cambodia. Countries and individuals based in Cambodia could find it 

tougher to use the international financial system, he said. 

One of the draft documents seen by Reuters suggests giving the EU more powers to 

tackle financial malfeasance within the bloc. The proposal, which is subject to changes, 

said the EU could set up a common supervisory body by 2023 to conduct inspections at 

banks, identify suspicious international transactions, and possibly impose sanctions. If 

approved, banks and other financial and tax companies will be required to scrutinise more 

closely their clients that have dealings with countries included in the blacklist. Companies 

in these countries are also banned from receiving new EU funding. 

Pisey commended the Cambodian government for adopting the anti-money laundering 

laws. “I would encourage the government to fully enforce regulations that require non-

financial businesses trading in high-value goods to comply with anti-money laundering 

obligations such as due diligence [proper check on customers or investments], record 

keeping and suspicious activities reporting,” he said. 

 

SINGAPORE 

Bill passed to pave way for Singapore GE during pandemic if Covid-19 persists4 

Parliament passed a law on Monday (May 4) to allow special, temporary arrangements 

to be implemented should the next General Election take place amid the coronavirus 

pandemic, so that voters, candidates and election officials can go to the polls safely. The 

upcoming GE must be held by April 14, 2021. 

Citing this constitutional timeline, and the likelihood that the Covid-19 crisis will last many 

more months, Minister for Trade and Industry Chan Chun Sing, speaking on behalf of 

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, said it is prudent to make contingency plans. "This is 

 
4 Bill passed to pave way for Singapore GE during pandemic if Covid-19 persists, Straits Times, dated 4 
May 2020, https://www.straitstimes.com/politics/bill-passed-to-pave-way-for-singapore-ge-during-
pandemic-if-covid-19-persists 

https://www.straitstimes.com/politics/bill-passed-to-pave-way-for-singapore-ge-during-pandemic-if-covid-19-persists
https://www.straitstimes.com/politics/bill-passed-to-pave-way-for-singapore-ge-during-pandemic-if-covid-19-persists
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the responsible thing to do. To robustly plan well ahead. To keep our citizens safe while 

upholding our democracy," he added as he opened the debate on the Bill. 

The Parliamentary Elections (Covid-19 Special Arrangements) Bill allows some electors 

who are subject to movement control orders to vote and excuses some others for not 

voting. It also allows for aspiring candidates to authorise a representative to file 

nomination papers for them if they are unable or unfit to do so. The provisions are 

temporary arrangements and will apply only to a parliamentary election held on or before 

April 14 next year, and not to any election held after the date. 

Despite signs of a slowdown in the pandemic in Singapore and other countries, health 

authorities around the world have warned that the virus is likely to continue circulating 

until next year and could spark recurring waves of infection. Questions have been asked 

in Singapore and elsewhere, like the United States, about how elections can happen 

safely under such conditions. Under the Bill, should an election be held amid the 

coronavirus crisis, those on quarantine orders (QO), serving their stay-home notices 

(SHN) at home, or issued medical certificates for acute respiratory infections will not be 

required to vote. The reason is they will be deemed to have broken the law on infectious 

diseases if they leave the place where they are being isolated. 

So, although voting is compulsory under the law, they will not be penalised for not voting 

and can have their names restored to the electoral rolls unconditionally after the election. 

Meanwhile, those serving their SHN at designated facilities like hotels, will be given 

special permission to vote outside their electoral divisions. Special polling stations will be 

set up either at the facilities or at suitable premises for them to cast their ballot, akin to 

what overseas voters do. 

To ensure their vote is cast in the correct constituency, elections officials will call out the 

constituency and polling district code where the voter is registered. Since April 10, people 

on SHN have been required to remain at these designated facilities for 14 days, and such 

notices will continue to be issued as part of Singapore's strategy to control community 

transmission. The Elections Department (ELD) said in a statement on Monday: "These 

arrangements allow more voters to be able to vote than it would otherwise be under 

previous rules." Candidates and political parties can make arrangements to observe the 

proceedings at these special polling stations. 

The Bill also deals with how aspiring candidates who are under QO, SHN or are 

hospitalised and in ill-health, can complete the nomination process. Such candidates can 

nominate a representative to help them file their nomination papers. The representative 
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must be a Singaporean who is entitled to vote, and must have a power of attorney 

authorising him or her to submit nomination papers and raise objections to the nomination 

papers of other candidates. Other sections of the Act, from 56A to 56F, already contain 

powers to deal with disruptive events such as health hazards or riots, and allows for the 

postponement of Nomination Day and adjournment of polling, among other things. 

The Bill also does not cover other precautionary measures the ELD is planning for, like 

those on campaigning. The ELD said it would take into account the prevailing advisories 

from the Health Ministry and will release information "in due course" with enough lead 

time for all parties to make the necessary preparations. Since the Bill was introduced in 

Parliament on April 7, speculation has been rife on whether an election is near. The ELD 

and Mr Chan had both said the Bill is not related to when the election will be called. 

 

MYANMAR 

Myanmar’s 2020 Elections5 

Later this year, Myanmar is scheduled to hold its third general election in six decades in 

a landmark development for the country’s democratic transition. While Myanmar had 

been under the rule of the military, known as the Tatmadaw, for a half-century, an opening 

in the 2010s saw subsequent political inroads made that turned the country into a rare 

story of hope for democracy and freedom in Southeast Asia. The changes culminated 

in the assumption of power by the long-time opposition National League for Democracy 

(NLD), led by democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi, following a landslide win in free national 

elections held in November 2015. 

Nearly five years on, while Suu Kyi and the NLD have undertaken reforms in some areas, 

they have not lived up to the high expectations that existed when they took office. 

Politically, at home, Suu Kyi’s relationship with ethnic groups has worsened over the 

years as hopes for national reconciliation and decentralization have dimmed, and her ties 

with the military – which continues to exercise significant independent influence – remain 

strained. Abroad, though Myanmar has reinforced its foreign alignments, the balance of 

those alignments continues to be hampered by the legacy of the Rohingya crisis, 

which soured ties with some Western countries including the United States and reinforced 

Myanmar’s continued dependence on China. 

 
5 Myanmar’s 2020 Elections, The Diplomat, dated 6 May 2020, 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/05/myanmars-2020-elections-what-does-the-future-hold/ 

https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/18385/is-it-really-a-new-myanmar-under-the-national-league-for-democracy
https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/18385/is-it-really-a-new-myanmar-under-the-national-league-for-democracy
https://www.griffith.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/118313/Regional-Outlook-Paper-49-Selth-web.pdf
https://thediplomat.com/2020/01/what-does-xi-jinpings-first-visit-mean-for-china-myanmar-relations/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/01/what-does-xi-jinpings-first-visit-mean-for-china-myanmar-relations/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/05/myanmars-2020-elections-what-does-the-future-hold/
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Security-wise, the country’s ongoing ethnic conflicts, which have plagued it since 

independence in 1948, earning the title of the world’s longest-running civil war, have 

shown few signs of abating. Despite initial hopes for peace and talk of a temporary 

ceasefire amid COVID-19, a series of structural challenges – including lingering civil-

military tensions, fierce divisions among its various ethnic groups, and the influence of 

insurgent groups, including the new Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) – suggest 

that there is little chance of things truly changing for the better until the dust settles after 

2020 polls. 

Economically, while the NLD has made some efforts to encourage businesses, this has 

largely been an area of missed opportunity. Major issues remain in areas such as jobs, 

infrastructure, and foreign investment, in part exacerbated by the aforementioned stalled 

efforts at national reconciliation. Though Myanmar itself has thus far not been majorly 

affected by COVID-19 relative to the rest of Southeast Asia, the virus has 

nonetheless further dimmed economic prospects in the near term, with the NLD as of now 

set to enter into the 2020 elections with the lowest growth rates since the country’s 

opening began. 

The confluence of these political, security, and economic challenges reinforce the reality 

that the NLD will enter into 2020 elections amid a much more sombre atmosphere than 

the hope displayed in the historic 2015 polls that brought it to power. The NLD is facing 

waning support in certain ethnic and urban areas of the country. More broadly, even 

though the elections could help consolidate the country’s fragile electoral democracy, 

these underlying challenges have also heightened anxieties about polls themselves, 

including whether or not they will be held on time, will proceed in a free and fair manner, 

and will be held peacefully in the country, especially in conflict-ridden areas. 

Despite these challenges, it is far from doom and gloom for the NLD heading into polls 

expected later this year. While the ruling party has had a rocky road during its term 

in office and has at times admitted as much, for now, the fact is that the 2020 elections 

still remain the NLD’s to lose, with Suu Kyi herself continuing to retain significant 

popularity in most of Myanmar and little appetite for the military to return to power. It is 

also important to keep in mind that the focus on COVID-19 can cut both ways: It can 

exacerbate the NLD’s governance challenges, but it can also reinforce the case for 

continuity and political stability and take the focus away from the party’s own problems, 

thereby cementing its expected return to power. 

  

https://www.mmtimes.com/news/tatmadaw-rejects-call-ceasefire-during-pandemic.html
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/tatmadaw-rejects-call-ceasefire-during-pandemic.html
https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/b158-myanmar-violent-push-shake-ceasefire-negotiations
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/After-3-years-Suu-Kyi-running-out-of-time-to-energize-Myanmar-economy
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/After-3-years-Suu-Kyi-running-out-of-time-to-energize-Myanmar-economy
https://www.csis.org/programs/southeast-asia-program/southeast-asia-covid-19-tracker-0
https://www.csis.org/programs/southeast-asia-program/southeast-asia-covid-19-tracker-0
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2020/04/14/weo-april-2020
https://frontiermyanmar.net/en/why-the-2020-general-election-matters
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/ruling-party-defends-pace-decentralisation-highlights-difficulties-transition.html
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PHILIPPINES 

Philippines factory performance further drops in March6 

The Philippine Statistic Authority (PSA) reported that the volume and value of domestic 

manufacturing activities declined in March although most factories still operate at full or 

near full capacity. Factory output is measured by the Volume of Production (VoPI) index 

and there is a 6.3% decline in March reversing the positive growth of four percent in 

February. This was attributable to diminished output in 15 major industries led by 

petroleum products and tobacco products. Meanwhile, chemical products, transport 

equipment, printing, furniture and fixtures, wood and wood products outputs shows 

growth. 

The value of production measured by the Value of Production (VaPI) index declined faster 

in March to register an 11.3 percent contraction from negative one percent in February. 

This was attributed to double-digit declines in the indexes of 15 major industry group led 

by petroleum products, tobacco products and miscellaneous manufactures.  Meanwhile, 

chemical products, furniture and fixtures, and printing are showing growth in value of 

production. 

The average capacity utilisation rate for total manufacturing in March was estimated at 

84.5%. Around 12 of the 20 major industries had at least 80% capacity utilisation rates 

led by petroleum products at 90.1%, basic metals at 88.8%, and machinery 86.4%. More 

than a quarter of manufacturing facilities operated at full capacity of 90% to 100% while 

more than half operated at 70% to 89% capacity. Only 17.9% operated at below 70% 

capacity.  

 

 
6 Philippines factory performance further drops in March, The Philippine Star, dated 6 May 2020, 
https://www.philstar.com/business/2020/05/06/2012001/philippines-factory-performance-further-drops-
march 

https://www.philstar.com/business/2020/05/06/2012001/philippines-factory-performance-further-drops-march
https://www.philstar.com/business/2020/05/06/2012001/philippines-factory-performance-further-drops-march

